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DELEGATES 


Who attended the CONGRESS, held 
at Philadelphia, May 10, 177 5. 


Neu- Hampſtire. 
Hon. In. Sullivan, 700 | CM Langdon, Efq; 
Maſſachuſett's- Bay. 
Hon. Fn. Hancock, Eſq; N Fobn Adams, Eſq; 
Hon. Tho. Cuſhing, Eſq; | Rob. Treat Paine, Eſq . 
Mr. Samuel Adams, | 


'Rbode-Iſla nd. 
Hon. Step. Hopkins, Eſq; | Hon. Sam. Ward, Eg: 
bats Dyer. | Ha . , E 
Hon. Eliphalet Dyer, | Han. Roger Sherman,Eſ 
Eſq; | | Silas B Eſqz | FR 
1 8 
Philip Living ſton, Eſq; ry Wiſner, Eſa: 
James Duane, Eſq; Phil Schuyler, Eiqz 
Fohn Alſop, Eſq; George Clinton, Eſq; 
John Jay, Eſq; Lewis Morris, Eſq; 


Simon Boerum, Eſq; Francis Lewis, Eſq; 
William Floyd, Eſq; | Rob. R. Livingſton, Eſqy 
New-Terſey. 

James Kinſey, Eſq; John D' Hart, Eſq; 
Stephen Crane, Eſq; Richard Smith, Eiq; 
Am. Livingſton, Eſq; 
Pennſylvania. 

John Dickenſon, Eſq; George Roſs, Eſq; 
Thomas Mifflin, Eſq; | Benj. Franklin, Eſq; 
Cha. Humphreys, Eſq; | Tho. Willing, Eſq; 
John Morton, Eſq; James Wilſon, Eq; 

5 Lower 


„ 
Lower Counties on Delaware, 
Hon. Cæſar Rodney, Eſq; | George Read, Eſq; 
Thomas M* Keane, Elq; 
= Maryland, 
Hon. Mat. Tilghman, Eſq | William, Paca, Eſq; 
Tho. fohnfon, jun. Eſq; | Samuel Chaſe, Eſq; 
Rob. Goldſborough, jun. | John Hall, Eſq; 
Eſq; | | Thomas Stone, Eſq; 
yo, 
Hon. Peyt. Randolph,Eſq; | Edmund Pendleton, Eſq; 
Geo. Waſhington, Eſq; | Benj. Harriſon, Elq; 
Patrick Henry, Eſq; Richard Bland, Eiq; 
Rich. Henry Lee, Eſq; | Tho. Jefferſon, Eſq; 
North-Carolina. 
William Hooper, Eiq; | Richard Caſwell, Eſq, 
Joſeph Hewes, Eſq; | 


| South-Carolina. 
Hon. Henry Middleton, | Cbriſt. Gadſden, Eſq; 
Eſq; © John Rutledge, Eſq; 


Thomas Lynch, Eſq; | Edward Rutledge, Eſq; 
Pariſb of St. Fohn's, in Georgia. 
Lyman Hall, Eſq. 
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JOUR NA L, &c. 


WEDNESDAY, Mar 10, 1775, 


Number of Delegates from the Colonies of 
New-Hampſhire, Maſſachuſeti's-Bay, Con- 


necticut, New-York, New- Jerſey, Pennſylvania, 
Delaware Counties, Maryland, Virginia, North- 


Carolina and South- Carolina, agreeable to their 


appointment and orders, received from theit reſpec- 
tive colonies, met at Philadelphia, and being con- 
vened in the State-Houſe, i to _ choice 


of a Preſident, when 
Upon Motion, The Hon. P E YTO N R A N. 


DO LP H was unanimouſly choſen Preſident. 


After the Preſident was ſeated, 


Mr. Charles T homſon was unanimouſly choſen 
Secretary: 


Andrew NM. Neare was choſen Door-keeper, and 
William Shed, Meſſenger. 


Agreed, That the Rev. Mr. Duche be requeſted 


to open the Congreſs with Prayers to-morrow 


morning ; and that Mr, Willing, Mr. Sullivan, and 
Mr. Bland, be a Committee to wait on Mr. Duche, 


and acquaint him with the requeſt of the Congreſs, 
Adjourned till to-morrow at 11 o'clock. 


THURSDAY, Mar 11, 1775. 


Agreeable to the order of yeſterday, the Congreſs 
was opened with Prayers, by the Rev. Mr. Duche, 


After Prayers the Congreſs, accoraang to adjourn- 


ment, proceeded to buſineſo. 2 0 
i B 2 9 The 


1 

The Delegates from the ſeveral Colonies pro- 
duced their reſpective credentials, which were read 
and approved, as follows: 

New Hampſhire. At the Convention of Depu- 
ties, appointed by the ſeveral towns in the province 
aforeſaid, held at Exeter, on the 25th day of Ja- 
nuary, 1775. 

The Hon. John Wentworth, Eſq. in the Chair, 

Voted, That John Sullivan and John Langdon, 
Eſqrs, be delegated to repreſent this province in the 
Continental Congreſs, propoſed to be held at Phila- 
delphia, on the tenth day of May next, and that 
they and each of them, in the abſence of the 
other, have full and ample power, in behalf of this 
province, to conſent and agree to all meaſures, 
which ſaid Congreſs ſhall deem neceſſary, to obtain 
redreſs of American grievances. e 

True copy 'attefted, | 

MASHECK WEARE, Cler to the Convention, 


Province of the Maſſachuſett's-Bay, in Provincial 
Congreſs, Cambridge, Dec. 5, 1774. 

Reſolved, That the proceedings of the American 
Continental Congreſs, held at Philadelphia, 'on the 
5th day of September laſt, and reported by the ho- 
nourable Delegates from this Colony, have, with 
the deliberation due to their high importance, been 
confidered by us, and the American Bill of Rights 
therein contained, appears to be formed with the 
greateſt ability and judgment; to be founded on the 
immutable laws of nature and reaſon, the principles 
of the Engliſh conſtitution, and reſpective charters 
and conſtitutions of the Colonies, and to be worthy 


of their moſt vigorous ſupport, as effentially ne- 
ceſſary to liberty; likewiſe the ruinous and iniqut- 


tous meaſures, which in violation of theſe rights, 
at 
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at preſent convulſe and threaten deſtruction to 
America, appear to be clearly pointed out, and ju- 
dicious plans adopted for defeating them. | 
Reſolved, That the moſt grateful acknowledge- 
ments are due to the truly honourable and patriotic 
Members of the Continental Congreſs, for their 
wiſe and able exertions in the cauſe of American 
Liberty ; and this Congreſs in their own names, and 
in behalf of this Colony, do hereby, with the ut- 
moſt ſincerity, expreſs the fame. - 2 
Reſolved, That the Hon. John Hancock, Hon. 
Thomas Cuſhing, Efquires, Mr, Samuel Adams, 
John Adams, and Robert Treat Paine, Eſquires, 
or any three of them, be, and they, are hereby ap- 
pointed and authoriſed to repreſent this Colony, oh 
the 10th of May next, or ſooner if neceſſary, at the 
American Congreſs, to be held at Philadelphia, with 
full power, with the Delegates from the other 
American Colonies, to concert, agree upon, direct 
and order ſuch further meaſures, as ſhall to them 
appear to be beſt calculated for the recovery and 
eſtabliſhment of American rights and liberties, and 
for reſtoring harmony between Great - Britain and 
the Colonies. „„ e 
A true copy of Record. 
BENJAMIN LINCOLN, Secretary. 


In Provincial Congreſi, Cambridge, Feb. 6, 177 5- 


"Reſolved, That the Hon. John Hancock, Hon. 
Thomas Cuſhing, Eſquires, Mr. Samuel Adams, 


John Adams, and Robert Treat Paine, Eſquites, 
appointed by the laſt Provincial Congreſs to repre- 
ſent this Colony, on the 10th of May next, or 
ſooner if neceſſary, at the American Congreſs, to 
be held at Philadelphia, be, and they are hereby 


authoriſed and impowered, with the Delegates from 
| | the 
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the other American Colonies, to adjourn from time 
to time, and place to place, as ſhall be judged ne- 
ceſſary, and to continue in being as Delegates, for 


this Colony, until the 3 iſt day of December, next 
enſuing, and no longer. 


A true copy of Record, 
BENJAMIN LINCOLN, Secretary, 


In the Houſe of Repreſentatives of the Colony of Con- 


necticut, November 3, A. D. 1774. 
This Houſe proceeded to nominate, chuſe and 


appoint Delegates, to attend the General Congreſs 


to be holden at Philadelphia on the 1oth day of 
May next, and made choice of the Hon. Eliphalet 


Dyer, Hon. Roger Sherman, Silas Deane, * Titus 


Hofmer, and “* Jonathan Sturgeſs, Eſquires, to be 
their Delegates, any three of whom are authoriſed 
and impowered to attend ſaid Congreſs, in behalf of 


this colony, to join, conſult and adviſe with the 


Delegates of the other Colonies in Britiſh America, 


on proper meaſures for advancing the beſt good of 
the Colonies, + 


WILLIAM WILLIAMS, Speaker. 
A true copy, extracted from the journals of the Houſe, 
Atteſted, RICHARD LAW, Clerk. 


At a provincial Convention formed of Deputies 
from the city and county of New-York, the city 


and county of Albany, and the counties of Dutcheſs, 


Ulſter, Orange, Weſtcheſter, King's and Suffolk, 
Held at the City of New-York, the 22d of April, 
1775, for the purpoſe of appointing Delegates to 


repreſent the colony of New-York, in the next 
Continental Congrets, to be held at Philadelphia on 
the 10th of May next, Philip Livipgſton, James 
| f Duane, 
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Duane, John Alſop, * John Jay, Simon Boerum, 
William Floyd, * Henry Wiſner, * Philip Schuy- 
ler, * George Clinton, Lewis Morris, * Francis 
Lewis, and“ Robert R. Livingſton, jun. Eſquires, 
were unanimouſly elected Delegates, to repreſent 
this Colony at ſuch Congreſs, with full power to 
them or any five of them, to meet the Delegates 
from the other Colonies, and to concert and deter- 
mine upon ſuch meaſures as ſhall be judged moſt 
effectual for the preſervation and re- eſtabliſhment of 
American rights and privileges, and for the reſtoration 
of harmony between Great- Britain and the Colonies. 
Signed, Leonard Lupenard, Iſaac Rooſevelt, 
Abraham Walton, Alexander M'Dougall, and 
twenty- four others. 

We the ſubſcribers do in behalf of ourſelves and 
thoſe freeholders in of Queen's county, at whoſe 
requeſt we attended the Convention, ſignify our 
aſſent to, and approbation of the above Delegation. 

Signed, John Fulman, Zebulon Williams, Jacob 
Blackwell, Joſeph Robinſon. | 


New-]JERSEY. In Aſſembly, Perth-Amboy, Tueſday, 
January 24, 1775. | 


| Reſolved unanimouſly, That James Kinſey, Ste- 
phen Crane, William Livingſton, John De Hart, 
and Richard Smith, Eſqrs. or any three of them, be, 
and they are hereby appointed to attend the Conti- 
nental Congreſs of the Colonies, intended to be held 
at the city of Philadelphia, in May next, or at any 
other time and place; 'and that they report their 
proceedings to the next ſeſſion of General Aſſembly. 
A true copy from the Journals, 
RICHARD SMITH, Clerk of the Aſſembly: 
PENN- 


64 1 
PENNSYLVANIA. In Aſembly, December 15, 1774, 
A. M. of 


Upon Motion, Reſolved, N. C. D. That the ho- 
nourable Edward Biddle, John Dickinſon, Thomas 
Mifflin, Charles Humphreys, John Morton, and 
George Roſs, Eſquires, be, and they are hereby ap- 
pointed Deputies on the Part of this Province, to 
attend the general Congreſs, propoſed to be held at 
the city of Philadelphia, on the tenth day of May 
next, and that they or any four of them do meet 
the faid Congreſs accordingly, unleſs the preſent 
grievances of the American Colonies ſhall before 
that time be redreſſed. 

Extract from the Journals, 


CHARLES MOORE, Clerk of the Aſſembly, 


In Aſſembly, May 6, 1775, A. M. 


Reſolved, N. C. D. That Benjamin Franklin, 
hon. Thomas Willing, and James Wilſon, Eſquires, 
be, and they are hereby added to the Deputies ap- 
pointed by this Houſe, to attend the Continental 
Congreſs, expected to meet the tenth inſtant in this 
city. | 
c Extract from the Fournals, 


CHARLES MOORE, Clerk of the Aſſembly. 


Lower CounTirs on DELAWARE. In Aſembly, 
| Thurſday, March 16, 1775, A. M. 


On motion, Reſolved, N. C. D. That the Hon. 
Ciſar Rodney, Thomas M' Kean, and George Read, 
Eſqrs. be, and they are hereby appointed and au- 
thorized to repreſent this government at the Ame- 
rican Congreſs, propofed to be held at the * * 

6 | ila- 
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hs Philadelphia, on the tenth day of May next, or at 

any other time or place, with full power to them or 
J= any two of them, together with the Delegates from 
as the other American Colonies, to concert and agree 
id u pon ſuch further meaſures as ſhall appear to them 
p- beſt calculated for the accommodation of the un- 
to happy differences between Great Britain and her 
at Colonies on a conſtitutional foundation, which the 
ay Houſe molt ardently wiſh for, and that they report 
et their proceedings to the next ſeſſions of General 
nt Alſſembly. 
re | True copy of the minutes of Aſſembly, 

4 DAVID THOMPSON, Clerk to the Aſſembly. 

ly. MARYLAND. At a meeting of the Deputies 


appointed by the ſeveral counties of the province. of 
Maryland, at the city of Annapolis, by adjournment 


* on the 8th December, 1774, and continued till the 

* 12th day of the ſame month. IDE 

* Reſolved unanimouſly, That the hon; Matthew 

tal Tilghman, Thomas Johnſon, jun. * Robert Gold(- 

his borough, William Paca, Samuel Chaſe, John Hall, 
* Thomas Stone, Eſqrs. or any three or more of 

ly them be Delegates to repreſent this province in the 


next Continental Congreſs, and that they, or any 
' three or more of them, have full and ample power 
ly, co conſent and agree to all meaſures, which ſuch 
Congreſs ſhall deem neceſſary and effectual to obtain 
a redreſs of American grievances ; and this pro- 
vince bind themſelves to execute to the utmoſt of 
their power, all Reſolutions which the ſaid Congreſs 
may adopt. And further, if the ſaid Congreſs Pall 
think neceſſary to adjourn, we do authorize our faid 
Delegates to repreſent and act for this province in 
| C any 
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10 ) 
any one Congreſs, to be held by virtue of ſuch ad- 
journment. 


8 igned by order, 
JOHN DUCKET, Clerk, 


- 


VIRGINIA. At a Convention of Delegates for 
the counties and corporations in the colony of Vir- 
ginia, at the town of Richmond, in the county of 
Henrico, on Monday the 2oth of March, 1775. 
The Convention proceeded to the election of De- 
legates by ballot, to repreſent this colony in General 
Congreſs, to be held at the city of Philadelphia, on 
the tenth day of May next, when the hon, Peyton 
Randolph, George Waſhington, * Patrick Henry, 
Richard Henry Lee, Edmund Pendleton, Benjamin 
Harriſon, and Richard Bland, Eſqrs, were choſen for 
that purpoſe, | = | 


PEYTON RANDOLPH, Preſident. 
JOHN TAZEWELL, clerk of the Convention. 


NozTa-CAROLINA. At a general meeting of 
Delegates of the inhabitants of this province, in 
Convention, at Newbern, the 5th day of April, 
n f 

Preſent, the hon. John Harvey, Eſq; Moderator, 


and 68 members. 


On motion, Reſolved, That William Hooper, Jo- 
ſeph Hewes, and Richard Caſwell, Eſqrs. be, and 
are hereby appointed Delegates to attend the Gene + 
ral Congreſs, to be held at Philadelphia, on the tenth 
day of May next, or at any other time and place, 
that ſhall be appointed for that purpoſe, and they are 

hereby 
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hereby inveſted with ſuch powers as may make any 
acts done by them, or any of them, or conſent given 
in behalf of this province, obligatory, in honour, 
upon every inhabitant thereof. h 
A true copy from the Minutes, 
JOHN HARVEY, Moderator. 
Atteſted by ANDREW KNOX, Cler+ 


In the Aſſembly th of April, 1775. 
Reſolved, That the Houſe do highly approve of 
rhe proceedings of the Continental Congreſs, lately 
held at Philadelphia, and that they are determined, 
as members of the community in general, that, they 
will ſtrictly adhere to the faid Reſolutions, and will 


uſe what influence they have, to induce. the ſame 


obſervance in every individual of this province. 
This Houſe having received information, that 
William Hooper, Joſeph Hewes, and Richard Caſ- 
well, Eſqrs. were appointed by the Convention, 
held at Newbern, as Delegates to attend the meeting 
of the Continental Congreſs ſoon to.be held at Phi- 
ladelphia. 
Reſolved, That the Houſe approve of the choice 
made by the ſaid Convention. 0 
A true copy from the Journal of the Houſe of Aſſembly. 
JAMES GREEN, jun. Clerk. 


Sou TH-CARoLInA. In the Commons Houſe of A 
ſembly, Friday 3d of February, 177 5. 

| Whereas the Continental Congreſs, held at the 
city of Philadelphia in September laſt, amongſt other 
things recommended to the feveral Colonies in North 
America, to chuſe Deputies as ſoon as poſſüble, to 
hold another Congrefs at the ſame place, on the 
tenth day of May next, and this Houſe being fully 
ſatisſied with the conduct and fidelity of their late 

| Ff . 
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Deputies at the Congreſs, do hereby nominate and 
appoint the Hon. H. Middleton, Tho. Lynch, Chr. 
Gadſden, John Rutledge, and Ed. Rutledge, Eſqrs. 
Deputics tor and in behalf of this Colony, to meet 
the Deputies appointed, or to be appointed, on the 
part and behalf of the other Colonies, at the city of 
Philadelphia, or any other place, that ſhall be agreed 
on by the faid Deputies in General Congreſs, with 


full power and authority to concert, agree to and ef- 


fectually profecute ſuch meaſures, as in the opinion 
of the ſaid Deputies and the Deputies to be aſſem- 
bled, ſhall be moſt likely to obtain a redreſs © 
American grievances, | 


Reſolved, That the Deputies hereby appointed, 


on the part and behalf of this colony, are authoriſed 
and empowered to agree, that the Continental Con- 


greſs may meet at any future time, and at ſuch place 
as ſhall be agreed on, and to adjourn from time to 


time ; provided it do not exceed nine months from 


the date of their meeting in May next. 
Atteſled, THOMAS FARR, jun. Clerþ. 


Extract from the Journals of the Provincial Con- 


greſs of SoUTH-CAROLINA, fubliſhed by order of 
tbe Congrefs, 11th of Fanuary, 1775. 


Reſolved, That the hon. Henry Middleton, Eſq; 
Thomas Lynch, Chriſtopher Gadſden, John Rut- 
ledge and Edward Rutledge, Eſqrs. or any three 
of them, be, and they ate hereby appointed and au- 
thoriſed to repreſent this Colony, on the tenth day 
of May next, or ſooner, if neceſſary, at the American 
Congrels, to be held at Philadelphia or elſewhere, 
with full power to concert, agree upon, direct and 


order ſuch further meaſures, as in the opinion of the 
ſaid Deputies, and the Delegates of the other Ame- 


rican Colonies, to be aſſembled, ſhall appeat to be 
neceſ- 
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neceſſary for the recovery and eſtabliſhment of 
American Rights and Liberties, and for reſtoring 
harmony between Great-Britain and her Colonies, 
Upon motion, Reſolved, That the thanks of the 
Congreſs be given to the rev. Mr. Duche, for per- 
forming Divine Service agreeable to the defire of 
the Congreſs, and for his excellent prayer ſo well 
adapted to the preſent occafion. N Welih 
| Ordered, That Mr. Bland, Mr. Willing, and Mr. 
Sullivan, be a committee to wait upon Mr. Duche, 
and return the thanks of the Congreſs, agreeable to 
the above Reſolution. | 19 * 8 85 
Upon motion, Ræſolved, That the doors be kept 
ſhut during the time of buſineſs, and that the mem- 
bers conſider themſelves under the ſtrongeſt obliga- 
tions of honour to keep the proceedings ſecret, un- 
til the majority ſhall direct them to be made public. 
Note.—All the members attended except thoſe 
marked thus *, 4770 
As circular letter from the Agents William Bol- 
lan, Benjamin Franklin, and Arthur Lee, Eſqrs. 
directed to the Speakers of ſeveral Aſſemblies, and 
ſundry papers therein referred to, were laid befote 
the Congreſs and read; the letter is as follows: 


SIR, London, Feb. 5, 1775. 


O URlaſt letter informed you, that the King had 
declared his intentions of laying the Petition before 

his two Houſes of Parliament. It has according} 
been laid before each Houfe, but undiſtinguiſhed 
among a variety of letters and other papers from 

America. | 

A motion made by Lord Chatham to withdraw 
the troops from Boſton, as the firſt ſtep towards a 
conciliating plan, was rejected; and the miniſtry 
have declared in both Houſes the determination to 
| enforce 


( 214 ) 

inforce obedience to all the late laws. For this 
purpoſe we underſtand that three regiments of foot, 
one of dragoons, ſeven hundred marines, fix ſloops 
of war, and two frigates, are now under orders for 
America, 

We think it proper to inform you that your cauſe 
was well defended by a conſiderable number of good 
and wiſe men in both Houſes of Parliament, though 
far from being a majority : And that many of the 
commercial and manufacturing parts of the nation, 
concerned in the American trade, have preſented, 
or as we underſtand, are preparing to preſent pe- 
titions to parliament declaring their great concern 
for the preſent unhappy controverſies with Ameri- 
ca, and praying expreſsly, or in effect, for healing 
meaſures, as the proper means of preſerving their 
commerce now greatly ſuffering or endangered. But 
the treatment the petitions already prefented have 
hitherto received is ſuch, as, in our opinion, can 
afford you no reliance on the preſent relief through 
th means. 

As ſoon as we learnt that the Petition of the 
Congreſs was before the Houſe of Commons, we 
thought it our duty to ſupport it, if we might be 
permitted ſo to do, as there was no other opportu- 
nity for the numerous inhabitants of the Colonies to 
be heard in defence of their rights: Accordingly we 
joined in a petition for that purpoſe. Sir George 
Saville kindly undertook to preſent it. But on pre- 
viouſly opening the purport of it, as the order is, 
a debate aroſe on the propriety of receiving it, and 
on a diviſion it was rejected by a great majority, 

The following extract of a letter from General 
Gage to Lord Dartmouth, as laid before Parliament, 
we think it our duty to tranſmit, viz. 
Dec. 15, 1774. Your Lordſhip's idea of diſ- 
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1 


erming certain provinces would doubtleſs be èon- 


ſiſtent with prudence and ſafety, but ir neither is, 


nor has been practicable, without having . recqurſe 
to force, and being maſters of the country.“ 

It was thrown out in debate by a principal mem- 
ber of adminiſtration, that it would be proper to 
alter the charters of Connecticut and Rhode-Ifland, 

Incloſed we ſend you a copy of the Reſolutiens 
paſſed in a committee of the whole houſe on Thurſ- 
day laſt, which are to be reported on Monday, It 
is ſaid that theſe Reſolutions are to be the founda- 
tion of ſeveral bills to be brought in, but the pur- 
port of theſe bills we have not yet learnt with fuffi- 
cient certainty. wh : 

We ſend you likewiſe a copy of Lord Chatham's 
firſt motion in the Houſe of Lords, and of his plan 
of a bill for ſettling the troubles between Great-Brj- 
tain and the Colonies ; both which were rejected on 
the firſt reading. | 5 
With great reſpect we are, Sir, iS 
Your moſt obedient humble Servants, 
(Signed) WILLIAM BOLLAN, _ 
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, 
ARTHUR LEE... 
The papers referred to in the foregoing letter, be- 
ing publiſhed in the news- papers, it is not neceſſary 
Mr. Hancock laid before the Congreſs, a letter 
from'the Provincial Congreſs of Maſſachuſett's- Bay, 
together with certain reſolutions - formed, by ſaid 
Congreſs, and a copy of a letter ſent by ſaid Con- 
greſs to their Agent in England, and an addreſs to 
the inhabitants of Great- Britain, on the late en- 
gagement between the troops under General Gage 
and the inhabitants of Ma ſachuſeti's-Bay; alſo a 
| number 


C1 
number of depoſitions duly atteſted, relative to the 


commencement of ſaid hoſtilities, all which were 
read, and are as follows ; 


In Provincial Congreſs, WATER Town, May 3, 
17/3: 

To the Honourable American Continental Con- 
greſs, to be convened at Philadelphia, on the 
tenth of May, inſtant. 

May it pleaſe your Honours, 
THE Congreſs of this Colony, impreſſed with 


the deepeſt concern for their Country under the pre- 


ſent critical and alarming ſtate of its public affairs, 
beg leave with the utmoſt ſubmiſſion, whilſt acting 
in ſupport of the Cauſe of America, to requeſt the 
direction and aſſiſtance of your reſpectable aſſembly. 

The incloſed packet containing the copies of de- 
poſitions, which we have diſpatched for London, 
alſo an addreſs to the Inhabitants of Great. Britain, 
and a letter to our colony Agent, Benjamin Frank- 
lin, Eſq; are humbly ſubmitted to your conſide- 
ration. 

The ſanguinary zeal of the miniſterial army, to 
ruin and deſtroy the inhabitants of this Colony, in 
the opinion of this Congreſs, hath rendered the eſta- 
bliſhment of an army indiſpenſibly neceſſary ; we 
have accordingly paſſed an unanimous reſolve for 
thirteen thouſand fix hundred men to be forthwith 
raiſed by this Colony, and propoſals are made by 
us to the Congreſs of New-Hampſhire, and go- 
vernments of Rhode-Iſland and Connecticut Co- 
lonies, for furniſhing men in the ſame pro- 


ortion. 
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The ſudden exigency of our public affairs pre- 
cluded the poſſibility of waiting for your direction 
in theſe important meaſures, more eſpecially as a 
conſiderable reinforcement from Great-Britain is 
daily expected in this Colony, and we are now 
reduced to the ſad alternative of defending our- 
ſelves by arms, or ſubmitted to be ſlaughtered. 

With the greateſt deference, we beg leave to 
ſuggeſt, that a powerful army, on the fide of 
America, hath been conlidered by this Congreſs, 
as the only means left to ſtem the rapid progreſs 
of a tyrannical miniſtry, Without a force ſupe- 
rior to our enemies, we muſt reaſonably expect to 
become the victims of their relentleſs fury. With 
ſuch a force, we may ſtill have hopes of ſeeing an 
immediate end put to the inhuman ravages of 
mercenary troops in America, and the wicked 
authors of our miſeries brought to condign pu- 
niſhment, by the juſt indignation of our brethren 
in Great-Britain. 
We hope that this Colony will, at all times, be 

ready to ſpend and to be ſpent in the cauſe of 
America, It is, nevertheleſs, a misfortune great- 
ly operating to its diſadvantage, that it has a great 
number of ſea-port towns expoſed to the approach 
of the enemy by ſea; from many of which the 
inhabitants have removed and are removing their 
families and effects, to avoid deſtruction from 
ſhips of war. Theſe we apprehend, will be ge- 
nerally diſtreſſed from want of ſubſiſtance, and 
diſabled from contributing aid for ſupporting the 
forces of the Colony; but we have the greateſt 
confidence in the wiſdom and ability of the Con- 
tinent to ſupport us, ſo far as it ſhall appear ne- 
ceſſary for ſupporting the common cauſe of the 
American Colonies. F , 
We alſo incloſe W for impowering 

5 and 


1 
and directing our receiver- general to borrow the 
ſum of one hundred thouſand pounds, lawful 
money, and to iſſue his notes for the ſame, it being 
the only meaſures which we could have recourſe 
to for {upporting our forces; and we requeſt your 
aſſiſtance in rendering our meaſures effectual, b 


giving our notes a currency through the Continent. 


JOSEPH WARREN, Prefident, P. J. 


The papers incloſed and referred to in the 


above, are as follows : 


In Provincial Congreſs, WATER Town, May, 1775. 
Reſolved, That the Receiver-General be, and 


hereby is impowered and directed, to borrow the 


ſum of one hundred thouſand pounds, lawful 


money, and iſſue colony ſecurity for the ſame, 
payable with annual intereſt at fix per cent. June 


iſt, 1777, and that the Continental Congreſs be 
deſired to recommend to the ſeveral Colonies, to 


give a currency to ſuch ſecurities. 
A true extract from the Minutes, 
SAMUEL FREEMAN, Secretary, P. T. 


Eu Provincial Congreſs, WATER Town, May 3,1775. 
Reſolved, That the ſecurities given by the Re- 


ceiver-General, for the monies borrowed by him, 

in purſuance of the aforegoing reſolve, be in the 

form following. viz. e 
Colony f the MAass8ACHUSET T's-Bay. 


No. the day of A. D. 177 bor- 
rowed and received of A. B. the ſum of 


lawful money, for the uſe and ſervice of the colony 
of the Maſſachuſett's-Bay, and in behalf of faid co- 


lony. I do hereby promiſe and oblige myſelf and 


ſucceſſors, in the office of Treaſurer or Receiver-. 


General, to repay to the ſaid or to his order, 


the firſt day of June, 1777, the aforeſaid ſum of 
lawful money, in Spaniſh milled Dollars, at 
fix ſhillings each, or in the ſeveral ſpecics of coined 


ſilver 


4 WJ 
flver and gold, enumerated in an Act made and 
paſſed in the 23d year of his late Majeſty King 
George the Sccond, intitled, “ An Act for aſcer- 
„ taining the rates at which coined ſilver and 
« gold, Engliſh half-pence and farthings, may 
« paſs within this government,” and according 
to the rates therein mentioned, with intereſt, to 
be paid annually 5 ſix per cent. Witneſs my hand, 
a A; A 

C. 5. 

E. F. 

And whereas inconveniences may ariſe by the 
Receiver-general's iſſuing notes for ſmall ſums, 
therefore, 1 

Reſolved, That the ReCeiver-General be, and 
he hereby is directed not to iſſue any notes for a 
leſs ſum than four pounds lawful money. 

A true extract from the Minutes, 

SAMUEL FREEMAN, Sec. P. T. 
To the Hon. BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, EV. 
| at London. | 
In Provincial Congreſs, Watertown, April 26,177 54 
« SIR, | 

From the entire confidence we repoſe in your 
faithfulneſs and abilities, we conſider it the hap- 
pineſs of this Colony, that the important truſt of 
Agency for it, in this day of unequaled diſtreſs, is 
devolved on your hands, and we doubt not your 
attachment to the cauſe of the Liberties of man- 
kind will make every poſſible exertibn in our be- 
half a pleaſure to you, although our circumſtances 
will compel us often to interrupt your repoſe by 
matters that will ſurely give you pain. A ſingu- 
lar inſtance hereof is the occaſion of the preſent 
letter. The contents of this packet will be our 
apology for troubling you with it. | 

From theſe you will ſee how and by whom 
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we are at laſt plunged into the horrors of a moſt 
unnatural war. | 

„Our enemies, we are told, have diſpatched 
to Great-Britain a falacious account of the tra- 
gedy they have begun; to prevent the operation 
of which to the public injury, we have engaged 
the veſſel that conveys this to you, as a Packet in 
the ſervice of this Colony, and we requeſt your 
aſſiſtance in ſupplying Capt. Derby, who com- 
mands her, with ſuch neceſſaries as he ſhall want, 
on the credit of your conſtituents in Maſi: achu- 
{ctt's- Bay. 

« But we molt ardently wiſh. that the ſeveral 
papers herewith incloſed may be immediately 
printed and diſperſed through every town in Eng- 
land, and eſpecially communicated to the Lord- 


Mayor, Aldermen and Council of the city of Lon- 


don, that they may take ſuch order thereon as 
they may think proper. And we are confident 
your fidelity will make ſuch improvement of them, 
as ſhall convince all who are not determined to be 


in everlaſting blindneſs, that it is the united ef- 


forts of both Englands that can fave either. But 
that whatever price our brethren in the one may 


be pleaſed | to put on their canſtitutional Liberties, 


we are authorized to aſſure you, that the inhabi- 
tants of the other, with the greateſt unanimity, 
are inflexibly reſolved to ſell their's only at the 
Price of their lives. 
Sig ned by. order of the Provincial Congreſs, 
JOSEPH WARREN, Prefident, P. J. 
A true copy from. the original Minutes, 
SAMUEL FREEMAN, Sec. P. T. 
The Depoſitions relative to the commencement 
of hoſtilities, are as follows: 
Lexington, April, 25, 177 5. 
66 We Solomon Brown, Jonathan Loring, and 


Elijah 
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i diately the regulars ſhouted aloud, run and fired 


„ 
Elijah Sanderſon, all of lawful age, and of Lex- 
ington, in the county of Middleſex, and colony 
of the Maſſachuſett's-Bay, in New-England, do 
teſtify and declare, that on the evening of the 18th 


of April, inſtant, being on the road between Con- 


cord and Lexington, and all of us mounted on 
horſes, we were about ten of the clock, ſuddenly 
ſurprized by nine perſons, whom we took to be 
regular officers, who rode up to us, mounted and 
armed, each having a piſtol in his hand, and after 
putting piſtols to our breaſts, and ſeizing the 
bridles of our horſes, they ſwore if we ſtirred, 
another ſtep, we ſhould be all dead men; upon 
which we ſurrendered ourſelves. They detained 
us until two o'clock the next morning, in which 
time they ſearched and greatly abuſed us, having 
rſt enquired about the Magazine at Concord, 
whether any guards were poſted there, and whe-. 
ther the Bridges were up, and faid four or five 
regiments of regulars would be in poſſeſſion of the 
ſtores ſoon. They then brought us back to Lex- 
ington, cut the horſes bridles and girts, turned 
them lovſe, and then left us. | 

| SOLOMON BROWN. 

- JONATHAN LORING, 
ELIJAH SANDERSON.” 

e Lexington, April 25, 177 5. 

Elijah Sanderſon, above- named, do further 
teſtify and declare, That I was on Lexington com- 
mon the morning of the 19th of April aforeſaid, 
having been diſmiſſed by the Officers above- men- 
tioned, and ſaw a large body of regular troops ad- 
vancing towards Lexington common, many of - 
whom were then diſperſing. I heard one of the 
regulars, whom I took to be an Officer, ſay, 
% damn them, we will have them,” and imme- 


On 


( 22 ) 
on the Lexington company, which did not fire 4 
gun before the regulars diſcharged on them. 
Eight of the Lexington company were killed 
while they were diſperſing, and at a conſiderable 
diſtance from each other, and many wounded, and 
altho' a ſpeCtator, I narrowly eſcaped with my life. 


ELIJAH SANDERSON.” 


Lexington, April 23, 1775. 
* | Thomas Rice Willard, of lawful age, do 
teſtify and declare, that being in the houſe of 
Daniel Harrington, of ſaid Lexington, on the 
19th inſtant, in the morning, about halt an hour 
before ſun-riſe, looked out at the window of ſaid 
houſe, and ſaw (as I ſuppoſe; about four hundred 
regulars in one body, coming up the road, and 
marched towards the North part of the common, 
back of the meeting-houſe of ſaid Lexington, 
and as ſoon as faid regulars were againſt the eaſt. 
end of the meeting-houſe, the commanding of- 
ficer ſaid ſomething, what I know not, but upon 
that the regulars ran till they came within about 
eight or nine rods of about an hundred of the mi- 
litia, of Lexington, who were collected on ſaid 
common, at which time the militia of Lexington 
diſperſed, then the officers made an huzza, and 
the private ſoldiers ſucceeded them, directly after 
this an officer rode before the regulars, to the 
other ſide of the body, and hallowed after the 
militia of ſaid Lexington, and ſaid, Lay down 
vour arms, damn you, why don't you lay down 
your arms,” and that there was not a gun fired 
till the militia of Lexington were diſperſed, and 
further faith not. 
THOMAS RICE WILLARD.” 
Lexington, 25th April, 1775. 
« Simon Winſhip, of Lexington, in the county 


of Middleſex, and province of Maſſachuſetts- 
Bay, 
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Bay, New-England, being of lawful age, teſti. 
Geth and faith, that on the 19th of April, inſtant, 
about four o'clock in the morning, as he was 


paſſing the public road in ſaid Lexington, peace- 


ably and unarmed, about two miles and a half 
diſtant from the meeting-houſe in ſaid Lexington, 
he was met by a body cf the King's regular troops, 
and being ſtopped by ſome officers of ſaid troops, 
was commanded to diſmount ; upon aſking why 
he muſt diſmount, he was obliged by force to 
quit his horſe, and ordered to march in the midſt 
of the body, and being examined whether he had 
been warning the minute men, he anſwered no, 
but had been out, and was then returning to his 
father's. Said Winſhip further teſtifies, that he 
marched with ſaid troops till he came within about 
half a quarter of a mile of ſaid meeting-houſe, 
where an officer commanded the troops to halt, 
and then to prime and load; this being done the 
ſaid troops marched on till they came within 2 
few rods of Capt. Parker's company, who were 
partly collected on the place of parade, when ſaid 
Winſhip obſerved an Officer at the head of ſaid 
troops, flouriſhing his ſword, and with a loud 
voice giving the word fire! fire! which was in- 
ſtantly followed by a diſcharge of arms from ſaid 
regular troops, and ſaid Winſhip is poſitive, and in 
the molt ſolemn manner declares, that there was 
no diſcharge of arms on either fide till the word 
fire was given by ſaid Officer as above. 
| SIMON WINSHIP.” ' 
| Lexington, April 25th, 1775. 
* I John Parker, of lawful age, and com- 
mander of the militia in Lexington, do teſtify and 
declare, that on the 19th inſtant, in the morning, 
about one of the clock, being informed that there 
were a number of regular Officers riding up and 


down 
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dewn the road, ſtopping and inſulting people as 
they paſſed the road; and alſo was informed that 
a number of regular troops were on their march 
from Boſton, in order to take the province ſtores 
at Concord, ordered our militia to meet on the 
Common in ſaid Lexington, to conſult what to 
do, and concluded not to be diſcovered, nor med- 
dle or make with ſaid regular troops (if they ſhould 
approach) unleſs they ſhould inſult or moleſt us ;— 
and upon their ſudden approach 1 immediately 
ordered our militia to difperſe and not to fire.— 
Immediately faid troops made their appearance 
and ruſhed furiouſly, fired upon and killed cight 
of our party, without receiving any provocation 
therefore from us. 
| JOHN PARKER.” 
Lexington, April 24, 1775. 
41 John Robins, being of lawful age, do teſ- 
tify and ſay, that on the 19th inſt. the company 
under the command of Capt. John Parker, being 
drawn up (ſometime before ſun-rite) on the green 
or common, and I being in the front rank, there 
{ſuddenly appeared a number of the King's troops, 
about a thouſand as I thought, at the diſtance of 
about 60 or 70 yards from us huzzaing, and on 
a quick pace towards us, with three officers in 
their front on horſe-back and on full gallop to- 
wards us, the foremoſt of which cried, throw 
down your arms ye villains, ye rebels! upon which 
ſaid company diſperting, the foremoſt of the three 
_ officers ordered their men, ſaying fire, by God 
fire! at which moment we received a very heavy 
and cloſe fire from them, at which inſtant, being 
wounded, I fell, and ſeveral of our men were 
ſhot dead by me. Capt. Parker's men I believe 
had not then fired a gun, and further the deponent 
ith not. | JOHN ROBINS.” 
Lexington 
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| Lexington, April 26, 177 58 
t We, Benjamin Tidd, of Lexington, and Jo- 
ſeph Abbot, of Lincoln, in the county of Middle- 
fox, and colony of Maſſachuſett's-Bay, in New- 
England, of lawful age; do teſtify and declare, that 
on the morning of the 19th of April inſtant, about 
five o'clock, being on Lexington Common, and 
mounted on horſes, we ſaw a body of regular 
troops marching up to the Lexington Company, 
which was then diſperſing : ſoon after the regulars 
fired, firſt a few guns which we took to be piſtols, 
from ſome of the regulars who were mounted on 
horſes, and then the ſaid regulars fired a volley or 
two, before any guns were fired by the Lexington 
Company ; our horſes immediately ſtarted, and we 
rode off, And further ſay not. 
BENJAMIN TIDD. 
J OSEPH ABBOT.” | 


hb ton, April 25, 177 6: 

% We, Nathaniel Vlullokin, Philip Ruſſell, Mo- 
ſes Harrington, jun. Thomas and Daniel Harring- 
ton, William Grimes, William Tidd, Iſaac Haſt- 
ings, Jonas Stone, jun. James Wyman, Thaddeus 
Harrington, John Chandler, Joſhua Reed, jun: 
Joſep h Simonds, Phinehas Smith, John Chandler, 
jun. Reuben Lock, Joel Viles, Nathan Reed; 
Samuel Tidd, Benjamin Lock, Thomas Winſhip, 
Simeon Snow, John Smith, Moſes Harrington t : 
3d, Joſhua Reed, Ebenezer Parker, John Hat- 
rington, Enoch Willington, John Hormer, Iſaac 
Green, Phinehas Stearns; Iſaac Durant; and Tho- 
mas Headly, jun, all of lawful age, and inhabitants 
of Lexington, in the county of Middleſex, and co=- 
lony of the Maſſachuſett's-Bay, in New England, 
do ieſtify and declare, that on the 19th of April in- 

iy E ſtant, 
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ſtant, about one or two o'clock in the morning, 
being informed that ſeveral officers of the regulars 
had the evening before been riding up and down the 
road, and had detained and inſulted the inhabitants 
paſſing the fame; and alſo underſtanding that a 
body of regulars were marching from Boſton to- 
wards, Concord, with intent (as it was ſuppoſed) to 
take the ſtores belonging to the colony in that 
town, we were alarmed, and having met at the 
place of our company's parade, were diſmiſſed by 
our captain, John Parker, for the preſent, with 
orders to be ready to attend at the beat of the drum. 
We further teſtify and declare, that about five 
o'clock in the morning, hearing our drum beat, we 
proceeded towards the parade, and foon found that 


a large body of troops were marching towards us: 


ſome of our company were coming up to the pa- 
rade; and others had reached it, at which time the 
company began to diſperſe: whilſt our backs were 


turned on the troops we were fired on by them, and 
a number of our men were inſtantly killed and 
wounded, Not a gun was fired by any perſon in our 


company on the regulars to our knowledge, before 


they fired on us, and they continued firing until 


we had all made our eſcape. 1 
Signed by each of the above Deponents.“ 


Lexington, 25th of April, 1775. 
„We, Nathaniel Parkhurſt, Jonas Parker, 
John Munroe, jun. - John Winſhip, Solomon 
Pierce, John Muzzy, Abner Meeds, John Bridge, 
jun. Ebenezer Bowman, William Munroe, the 3d; 
Micah Hagar, Samuel Saunderfon, Samuel Haſ- 
tings, and James Brown of Lexington, in the 
county of Middleſex, and colony of Maſſachuſett's- 


Ray, in New-England, and all of lawſul age, do 


teſtify 
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teſtify and fay, that on the morning of the nine- 
teenth of April inſtant, about one or two o'clock, 
being informed that a number of regular officers had 
been riding up and down the road the evening and 


| night preceding, and that ſome of the inhabitants 


as they were paſling, had been inſulted by the of- 
ficers and ſtopped by them; and being alſo informed 
that the regular troops were on their- march from 
Boſton, in order (as it Was ſaid) to take the Colony 
ſtores, then depoſited at Concord, we met on the 
parade of our company in this town ; after the com- 
pany had collected, we were ordered by Captain 
Parker (who commanded us) to diſperſe for the 
preſent, and to be ready to attend the beat of the 

drum, and accordingly the company went into 
houſes near the place of parade, We further te- 
ſtify and ſay, that about five o'clock-in the morning 
we attended the beat of our drum and were formed 
on the parade, we were faced towards the regulars 
then marching up to us, and fome of our company 
were coming to the parade with their backs towards 
the troops, and others on the parade began to dif- 
perſe when the regulurs ficed on the company, before 
a gun was fired by any of our company on them. 
They killed eight of our company and waunded ſe- 
veral, and continued their fire until we had all made 
pur elcape, Signed by gach of the above deponents.” 


| Lexington, April 25, 1775. 

*© I Timothy Smith, of Ps hats, in dhe 
county of Middleſex, and colony of Maſſachuſett's- 
Bay, in Ne- England, being of lawful age, do 
teſtify and declare, that on the morning of the nine- 
teenth of April inſtant, being on Lexington com 
mon as a ſpectator, I ſaw a large body of regular 
troops marching up towards the Lexington com- 


E 2 | pany 


( 28 ) 
pany then diſperſing, and likewiſe ſaw the regular 
troops fire on the Lexington company before tte 
latter fired a gun; I immediately ran, and a volley 
was diſcharged at me, which put me in imminent 
danger of loſing my life: 1 ſoon returned to the 
common and ſaw eight of the Lexington men wha 
were killed and lay bleeding at a conſiderable di- 
ſtance from each other; and ſeveral were wounded, 


and further faith not. TIMOTHY SMITH.” 


Lexington, April 25, 1775. 

te We Levi Mead and Lon Harrington, both of 
Lexington, in the county of Middleſex, and colony 
of Maſſachuſett's-Bay, in New-England, and of 


lawful age, do teſtify and Prot thay e on the 


morning of the 19th of April, being on Lexington 
common, as ſpectators, we ſaw a large body of 
regular troops marching up towards the Lexington 
company, and ſome of the regulars on horſes, whom 
we took to be officers, fired a piſtol or two on the 
Lexington company, which was then diſperſing : 
Theſe were the firit guns that were fired, and they 
were immediately followed by ſeveral vollies from 
the regulars, by which eight men belonging to the 
ſaid company were killed, and ſeveral wounded. 
LEVI HARRINGT ON, 
LEVI MEAD." 


Lexington, April 25, 1775. 
„ William Draper, of lawful 0 and an in- 


habitant of Colrain, in the county of Hampthire, 
and colony of Maſfachuſett s-Bay, in New- England, 
do teſtify and declate, that being on the parade of 
ſaid Lexington, April 19th inſtant about half an 
hour before ſun-riſe, the King's regular troops ap- 
peared at the meeting-houſe of Lexington, Capt. 

Parker's 
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Parker's company, who were drawn up back of 


ſaid meeting-houſe on the parade, turned from ſaid 
troops, making their eſcape by diſperſing ; in the 
mean time the regular troops made an huzza and 
ran towards Capt. Parker's company, who were 
diſperſing, and immediately after the huzza was 
made the commanding officer of ſaid troops (as 1 
took him) gave the command to the ſaid troops, 
© fire! fire! damn you fire!” and immediately 
they fired before any of Captain Parker's company 
fired, I then being within three or four rods of {aid 
regular troops, And further ſay not. 


h WILLIAM DRAPER.” 4 


Lexington, April 25,177 5. 

* I Thomas Feſſenden, of lawful age, teſtify 
and declare, that being in a paſture near the meet- 
ing-houſe, at ſaid Lexington, on Wedneſday laſt, 
at about half an hour before ſun-riſe, I ſay a num- 
ber of regular troops paſs ſpeedily by ſaid meeting- 
houſe, on their way towards a company of militia 
of ſaid Lexington, who were afſembled to the num- 
ber of about one hundred in a company, at the diſ- 
tance of eighteen or twenty rods from ſaid meeting- 
houſe; and after they had paſſed by ſaid meeting- 
87% I ſaw three officers on horſe- back advance 
to the front of ſail regulars, when one of them, 
being within fix rods of the ſaid militia, cried out, 
« diſperſe you rebels immediately,” on which he 
brandiſhed his ſword oyer his head three times; 
mean while the ſecond officer, who was about two 
rods behind him, fired a piſtol, pointed at ſaid mi- 
litia, and the regulars kept huzzaing till he had 
finiſhed brandiſbing his ſword, and when he had 
thus finiſhed brandiſhing his ſword, he pointed it 


down towards laid militia, and immediately on 
which 


C. 30-3 
which the ſaid regulars fired a volley at the militia, 
and then I ran off as faſt as I could, while they con- 
tinued firing till I got out of their reach, I further 
teſtify, that as ſoon as ever the officer cried © diſ- 
perſe, you rebels,” the ſaid company of militia diſ- 
perſed every way as faſt they could, and while they 


were diſperſing, the regulars kept firing at them in- 


ceſſantly. And further faith not. 
| THOMAS FESSENDEN, „ 


Lincoln, April 23, 1775. 
« 1 John Bateman, belonging to the fifty · ſe ond 


regiment, commanded by Col. Jones, on Wedneſ- 


day morning, on the 19th day of April inſtant, wag 
in the party marching to Concord, being at Lex: 
ipgton, in the county of Middleſex, being nigh the 
meeting-houſe in ſaid Lexington, there was a ſmall 
party of men gathered together in that place, when 
pur ſaid troops marched by, and I teſtify and de- 
clare that I heard the word of command given ta 
the troops to fire, and ſome of ſaid troops did fire, 
and I faw one of ſaid ſmall party lay dead on the 

round nigh ſaid meeting-houſe; and I teſtify that 
| pov heard any of the inhabitants fo much as 
fire 0 one gun on ſaid troops. 


JOHN BATEMAN.” 


Lexington, April 23, 1775. 


% We John Hoar, John Whithead, Abraham 
Garfield, Benjamin Munroe, Iſaac Parks, William 
Hoſmer, John Adams, Gregory Stone, all of Ling 
coln, in the county of Middleſex, Maſſachuſett 8— 
Bay, all of lawful age, do teſtify and ſay, that on 
Wedneſday laſt we were aſſembled at Concord in 


the morning of ſaid day, in con query of infor- 
regular troops, 
Wers 


mation received, that a brigade 
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dere on their march to the ſaid town of Concord, 
who had killed fix men at the town of Lexington 
about an hour afterwards we ſaw them approach- 
ing, to the number, as we apprehended, of about 
twelve hundred, on which we retreated to a hill 
about eighty rods back, and the ſaid troops then took 
poſſeſſion of the hill, where we were firſt poſted; 
* preſently after this we ſaw the troops moving to- 
wards the North Bridge, about one mile from the 
ſaid Concord meeting-houſe, we then immediately 
went before them and paſſed the bridge juſt before 
a party of them, to the number of about two hun- 
dred, arrived; they there left about one half of their 
two hundred at the bridge, and protrreded with the 
reſt towards Col. Barrett's, about two miles from 
the ſaid bridge; we then ſeeing ſeveral fires in the 
town, thought the houſes in Concord were in dan- 
ger, and marched towards the ſaid bridge, and the 
troops that were ſtationed there, obſerving our ap- 
2 proach, marched back over the bridge and then 
took up ſome of the planks ; we then haſtened our 
march towards the bridge, and when we had got 
near the bridge they fired on our men, firſt three 


guns, one after the other, and then a conſiderable 
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number more; and then, and not before (having 
orders from our commanding officer not to fire till 
2 we were fired upon) we fired upon the regulars and 
they retreated. On their retreat through the town 
of Lexington to Charleſtown, they ravaged and de- 
ſtroyed private property, and burnt three houſes, 
one barn, and one ſho | 


Signed by each of the above deponents.” 


TEE _ Lexington, April 23, 1775. 
We, Nathan Barret, Captain, Jonathan Far- 


4 rar, Joſeph Butler, and Francis Wheeler 7 Lieute- | 
4 | pants, 
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nants, John Barret, Enſign, John Brown, Silas Walter, 
Ephraim Melvin, Nathan Buttrick, Stephen Hoſmer, 


jun. Samuel Barret, Thomas Jones, Joſeph Chandler, 


Peter Wheeler, Nathan Pierce and Edward Rich- 
ardſon, all of Concord in the county of Middle- 
ſex, in the province of Maſſachulett's-Bay, of law= 
ful age, teſtify and declare, that on Wedneſday the- 
19th inſtant, about an hour after ſun-riſe we aſſem- 
bled on a hill near the Meeting-houſfe in Concord 
aforeſaid, in conſequence of an information that a 
number of regular troops had killed fix of our 
countrymen at Lexington, and were on their march 
to ſaid Concord : and about an hour afterwards we 
ſaw them approaching, to the number, as we ima- 
ine, of about twelve hundred; on which we re- 
treated to a hill about eighty rods back, and the 
aforeſaid troops then took poſſeſſion of a hill where 
we were firſt poſted, Preſently after this we ſaw 
them moving towards the North Bridge, about one 
mile from ſaid Meeting- houſe, we then immediate- 
ly went before them, and paſſed the bridge juſt 
beſore a party of them, to the number of about 
two hundred, arrived. They there left about one 
half of theſe two hundred men at the bridge, and 
proceeded with the reſt towards Colonel Barret's, 
about two miles from the ſaid bridge. We then 
ſeeing ſeveral fires in the town, thought our houſes 
were in danger, and immediately marched back to- 
wards ſaid bridge, and the troops who were ſtationed 
there, obſerving our approach, marched back over 
the bridge, and then took up ſome of the planks; 
We then haſtened our ſteps towards the bridge, 
and when we had got near the bridge, they fired 
on our men, firſt three guns one atter the other, 
and then a conſiderable number more: upon which, 
and not before, (having orders from our commands 
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ing Officer not to fire till we were fired upon, we 
fired upon the regulars, and they retreated. At 
Concord and on their retreat through Lexington, 
they plundered many houſes, burnt three at Lex- 


ington, together with a ſhop and barn, and com- 


mitted damage more or leſs to almoſt every houſe 
from Concord to Charleſtown. 
Signed by the above Deponents. 

« We, Joſeph Butler and Ephraim Melvin, do 


teſtify and declare, that when the regular troops 


fired upon our people at the North bridge in Con- 


cord, as related in the foregoing depoſitions, they 


ſhot one, and we believe two, of our people, before 
we fired a ſingle gun at them. 
Lexington, JOSEPH BUTLER, 
April 23, 1775. EPHRAIM MELVIN.” 
Concord, April 23, 1775. 
© I, Timothy Minot, junior, of Concord, on 
the 19th day of this inſtant April, after that I had 
heard of the regular troops firing upon Lexington 
men, and fearing that hoſtilities might be commit- 
ted at Concord thought it my incumbent duty to 
ſecure my family—After I had ſecured my family, 
ſome time after that, returning towards my own 
dwelling, and finding that the bridge on the north 
part of faid Concord was guarded, by regular troops, 
being a ſpectator of what had happened at ſaid 
bridge, declare, that the regular troops ſtationed on 
ſaid bridge, after they ſaw the men that were col- 
lected on the weſterly fide of ſaid bridge marched 
towards ſaid bridge, then the troops returned to- 
wards the eaſterly ſide of ſaid bridge and formed 
themſclves, as I thought, for regular fight; after 
that they fired one gun, then two or three more, 
before the men that were ſtationed on the weſterly 
part cf ſaid bridge fired upon them. 
TIMOTHY MINOT, junior. 
E Lexingten 
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Lexington, April 23, 1775. 

J, James Barret, of Concord, Colonel of a 
regiment of militia in the county of Middleſex, do 
teſtify and ſay, that on Wedneſday morning laſt, 
about day break, I was informed of the approach of 
a number of the regular troops to the town of Con- 
cord, where were ſome magazines belonging to 
this province, when there was aſſembled ſome of 
the militia of this and the neighbouring towns, I 
ordered them to march to the North Bridge (ſo 
called) which they had pailed and were taking up. 
I ordered ſaid militia to march to ſaid bridge, and 


paſs the fame, but not to fire on the King's troops, 


unleſs they were firſt fired upon. We advanced 
near ſaid bridge, when the ſaid troops fired upon 
our militia and killed two men dead on the ſpot, 
and wounded ſeveral others, which was the firſt 
firing of guns in the town of Concord : my de- 
tachment then returned the fire, which killed and 
wounded ſeveral of the King's troops. 


JAMES BARRET.” 


Lexington, April 23, 1775. 

© We, Bradbury Robinſon, Samuel Spring, 
Thaddeus Baucroft, all of Concord; and James 
Adams, of Lexington, all in the county of Mid- 
dleſex, all of lawful age, do teſtify and ſay, 
that on Wedneſday morning laſt, near ten 


of the clock, we ſaw near one hundred of the re- 


gular troops, being in the town of Concord at the 


North Bridge in ſaid town (fo called) and having 


paſſed the fame, they were taking up the ſaid 
bridge, when about three hundred of our militia 
were advancing toward ſaid bridge, in order to paſs 
faid bride, when, without ſaying any thing to us, 
they diſcharged a number of guns on us, which kil- 
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led two men dead on the ſpot, and wounded ſeveral 
others; when we returned the fire on them, which 
killed two of them, and wounded ſeveral, which 
was the beginning of hoſtilities in the town of Con- 
cord. BRADBURY ROBINSON, 
SAMUEL SPRING, | 
THADDEUS BANCROFT, 
JAMES ADAMS.” 


Worceſter, April 26, 1775. 

te Hannah Bradiſh, of that part of Cambridge, 
called Menctamy, and daughter of Timothy Paine, 
of Worceſter, in the county of Worceſter, Eſq; 
of lawful age, teſtifies and ſays, That about five 
o'clack on Wedneſday laft, afternoon, being in her 
bed chamber, with her infant child, about eight 
days old, ſhe was ſurpriſed by the firing of the 
King's troops and our people, on their return from 
Concord, She being weak and unable to go out 
of her houſe, in order to ſecure herſelf and family, 
they all retired into the kitchen, in the back part of 
the houſe. She ſoon found the houſe ſurrounded 
with the King's troops; that upon obſervation 
made, at leaſt ſeventy bullets were ſhot into the 
front part of the houſe ; ſeveral bullets lodged in the 
kitchen where ſhe was, and one paſſed through an 
eaſy chair ſhe had juſt gone from, The door of the 
front part of the houſe was broke open; the did 
not ſee any ſoldiers in the houſe, but ſuppoſed, by 
the noiſe, they were in the front. After the troops 
had gone off, ſhe miſſed the following things, 
which, the verily believes, were taken out of the 
houſe by the King's troops, viz. one rich brocade 
gown, called a negligee, one luteſtring gown, one 
white quilt, one pair of brocade ſhoes, three ſhifts, 
| F 2 | eight 
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eight white aprons, three caps, one caſe of ivor 
Lilia and forks, and ſeveral other ſmall articles. 


HANNAH BRADISH.” 
Province of the 


Mafſachuſe!t's- Bay, 3 c Morceſter, fl. April 26, 1775. 


* Mrs. Hannah Bradiſh, the above deponent 
maketh oath before us, the ſubſcribers: two of his 
Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace for the county of 
Worceſter, and of the quorum, that the above de- 

oſition, acording to her beſt recollection, is the 
truth, Which depoliton is taken in perpetuam rei 

memoriam. _ THOMAS STEEL, 
| TIMOTHY PAINE.” 


Concord, April 23, 1775. 
% James Marr, of lawful age, teſtify and ſay, 
that in the evening of the eighteenth inſtant, I re- 
ceived orders irom George Hutchinſon, Adjutant of 
the fourth regiment of the regular troops ſtationed 


at Boſton, to prepare and march : To which order I 


attended, and marched to Concord, where I was 
ordered by an officer with about one hundred men, 
to guard a certain bridge there; while attending 
that ſervice, a number of people came along, in 
order, I ſuppoſe, to croſs faid bridge, at which 
time a number of the regular troops firſt fired upon 


them. JAMES MARR.” 


| Medford, April 25, 177 5. 
J Edward Thoroton Gould, of his Majeſty's 
own regiment of foot, being of lawful age, do te- 


ſtify and declare, that on the evening of the eigh- 


tcenth inſtant, under the.orders of General Gage, 
I embarked with the light infantry and grenadiers 
of the line, commanded by Col. Smith, and landed 
on the marſhes of Cambridge, from 'whence we 

proceeded 
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proceeded to Lexington; on our arrival at that 


place, we ſaw a body of provincial troops armed, 
to the number of about ſixty or ſeventy men; on 
our approach, they diſperſed, and ſoon after firing 


began, but which party fired firſt I cannot exactly 


ſay, as our troops ruſhed on ſhouting and hazzaing, 
previous to the firing, which was continued by our 
troops ſo long as any of the provincials were to be 
ſcen. From thence we marched to Concord, on a 
hill near the entrance of the town, we ſaw another 
body of provincials afſembled, the light infantry 
companies were ordered up the hill to diſperſethem ; 
on our approach they retreated towards Concord; 
the grenadiers continued the road under the hill to- 
wards the town. Six companies of light infantry 
were ordered down to take poſſeſſion of the bridge 
which the provincials retreated over ; the company 
I commanded was one, three companies of the above 
detachment went forward about two miles ; in the 
mean time the provincial troops returned, to the 
number of about three or four hundred: We drew 
up on the Concord fide of the bridge, the provincials 
came down upon us, upon which we engaged, and 
gave the firſt fire; this was the ficſt engagement 
after the one at Lexington; a continued firing from 
both parties laſted through the whole day; I myſelf 
was wounded at the attack. of the bridge, and am 
now treated with the greateſt humanity, and taken 
all poſſible care of by the provincials at Medford. 
EDWARD THOROTON GOULD.” 
_ Lieut. King's own Regiment, 


Prevince of Maſſachuſett's- Bay | 

Middleſex County, April 25, 1775. 
* Lieut, Thoroton Gould, aforenamed, perſon- 
ally 
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ally made oath to the truth of the foregoing decla- 

ration by him ſubſcribed, before us, 

Trap. Mason, Joslan Jounson, SIMON TurFrTs, 
Juſtices of the peace, for the county aforeſaid, 
Quorum unus. 

Province of Maſſachuſett's-Bay, Charleſtown, ſſ. 
© I Nathaniel Gorham, Notary and Tabellion 

Public, by lawful authority duly admitted and 

ſworn, hereby certify, to all whom it doth or may 

concern, That Thadeus Maſſon, Joſiah Johnſon, 
and Simon Tufis, Eſqrs. are three of his Majeſty's 

Juſtices of the peace (Qzyorum unus) for the county 

of Middleſex ; and that full faith and credit is, and 

oupht to be given to their tranſactions as ſuch, both 
in court and out. In witneſs whereof, I have here- 
unto affixed my name and ſeal, this twenty- ſixth 
day of April, Anno Domini, one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and ſeventy-five. 
NATHANIEL GORHAM, Notary Public.” 
| (L. S. 
(All the above depoſitions are ſworn to before . 


ſlices of the Peace, and duly atteſted by Notaries 


Public, in manner of the laſt one.) 


In Provincial Congreſs, Watertown, April 26, 177 5. 
To the Inhabitants of Great-Britain. 
« Friends and Fellow Subjetts, 

* Hoſtilities are at length commenced in this 
Colony by the troops under the command of Gen. 
Gage, and it being of the greateſt importance, that 
an early, true, and authentic account of this inhu- 
man proceeding ſhould be known to you, the Con- 
greſs of this colony have tranſmitted the ſame, and 
from want of a ſeſſion of the honourable Conti- 
nental Congreſs, think it proper to addreſs you on 
the alarming occaſion, 


« By 


_— 
4 > 5 
3 * 55 


0 


* ? 
f 
Fi 
ws 
"4 


& 
: 


( W 3 
« By the cleareſt depoſitions relative to this 


tranſaction, it will appear that, on the night pre- 


ceding the ninetc-nth of April inſtant, a body of 
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the King's troops, under the command of Colonel 
Smith, were ſecretly 


landed at Cambridge, with 
an apparent deſign to take or deſtroy the military 
and other ſtores provided for the defence of this 
colony, and depoſited at Concord, That ſome in- 
habitants of the colony, on the night aforeſaid, 
whilſt travelling peaceably on the road between Bo- 
ſton and Concord, were ſeized and greatly abuſed 
by armed men, who appeared to be officers of Gen, 
Gage's army; that the town of Lexington by theſe 
means was alarmed, and a company of the inhabi- 
tants muſtered on the occaſion. That the regular 
troops, on their way to Concord, marched into the 
ſaid town of Lexington, and the ſaid company on 


their approach began to diſperſe, —That notwith- 


D 


ſtanding this, the regulars ruſhed on with great 


violence, and firſt began hoſtilities, by firing on 


# ſaid Lexington company, whereby they killed 


q eight, and wounded ſeveral others.—That the re- 


gulars continued their fire until thoſe of ſaid com- 
Z pany, who were neither killed nor wounded, had 


made their eſcape. —That Col. Smith with the de- 


tachment then marched to Concord, where a num- 


ber of provincials were again fired on by the troops, 
two of them killed and ſeveral wounded, before 


1 the provincials fired on them, and that theſe hoſtile 


meaſures of the troops produced an engagement that 
laſted through the day, in which many of the 
provincials, and more of the regular troops were 
killed and wounded. 

Jo give a particular account of the ravages of 
the troops, as they retreated from Concord to 


1 Charleſtown, would be very difficult, if not im- 


practicable; 
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practicable; let it ſuffice to ſay, that a great number 
of the houſes on the road were plundered and ren- 
dered unfit for uſe ; ſeveral were burnt; women in 
child-bed were driven, by the ſoldiery, naked into 
the ſtreets; old men peaccably in their houſes were 
ſhot dead; and ſuch ſcenes exhibited as would 
diſgrace the annals of the moſt uncivilized nations. 

„ Theſe, brethren, are matks of miniſterial 
vengeance againſt this colony, for refuſing, with her 
ſiſter colonies, a ſubmiſſion to flavery ; but they 
have not yet detached us from our Royal Sovereign. 


We profeſs to be his loyal and dutiful ſubjects, and 


ſo hardly dealt with as we have been, are ſtill ready, 
with our lives and fortunes, to defend his perſon, 
family, crowo, and dignity, Nevertheleſs, to the 
Perſecution and Tyranny of his cruel Miniſtry we 
will not tamely fubmit—appealing to Heaven for 
the juſtice of our cauſe, we determine to die or be 
tree. 

We cannot think that the honor, wiſdom, and 
valour of Britons will ſuffer them to be long inactive 
ſpectators of meaſures, in which they themſelves 
are ſo deeply intereſted—Meaſures purſued in op- 
poſition to the ſolemn proteils of many noble Lords, 
and expreſſed ſenſe of conſpicuous Commoners, 
whoſe knowledge and virtue have long charac- 
terized them as ſame of the greateſt men in the na- 


tion—Meatures executing contrary to the intereſt, 2? 
_ petitions, and refolves ot many large, teſpectable, 
and opulent counties, cities, and boroughs in Great 


Britain Meatures highly incompatible with ju- 


ſtice, but ſtill purſued with a fpecivus pretence of 

Meaſures, 
which if ſucceistul, muſt end in the ruin and fla- 
very of Britain, as well as the perſecuted American 1 


eaſing the nation of its burthens 


Colonies. 
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« We fincerely hope, that the Great Sovereign 
of the Univerſe, who hath ſo often appeared for the 


| Engliſh Nation, will ſupport you in every rational 
and manly exertion with theſe Colonies, for ſaving 
tit from ruin, and that in a conſtitutional connection 
with the Mother Country, we ſhall ſoon be alto- 
gether a free and happy people. 


Per Order, 
JOSEPH WARREN, Preſident, P. T.“ 

Ordered, That the Secretary have the above de- 
poſitions and the Addreſs to the Inhabitants of 
Great-Britain publiſhed. 

- Reſolved, N. C. D. That the Congreſs will on 
Monday next reſolve itſelf into a committee of the 
whole, to take into conſideration the ſtate of 
America, 

Ordered, That the letter from the Provincial 


4 Congreſs of Maſſachuſett's-Bay be referred to that 


Committee. 
Adjourned till to-morrow at ten © clock, and 


> from thence to Saturday. 
op- 


8 AT UR DAV, Mar 13, 1775. 

The Congreſs met according to ee. 

The Congreſs being informed that Dector Ly- 
man H ill attended at the door, as a delegate from 
the pariſh of St. John's, in the colony of Georgia; 
and defired to know whether as ſuch. he may be 
admitted to this 2 

Apreed unanimoufly; That he be admitted as a 
delegate from the. Pari of St. John's; in the colo- 
ny of Georgia, ſubject to ſuch regulations as the 
Congreſs ſhall determine, relative to his voting. 

Mr. Lyman Hall being accordingly admitted, 
produced his credentials, which were read and ap- 
proved, and are as follows: 
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« To the honourable. Gentlemen of the Congreſs, 
dejigned to be held at Philadelphia, on May, Anny 
Domini, 1775. 

« The Addreſs of the Inhabitants of the Pariſh of St. 

John's, in the Province of Georgia. 

% Gentlemen, | | 

© To give a particular detail of our many ſtrug- 
gles in the cauſe of hberty, the many meetings 
thereby occaſioned, and held in this pariſh, the en- 
deavours we have uied to induce the reſt of this 
province to concur with us, the attendance of our 
committee on the provincial conventions held at Sa- 
vannah in this province, and particularly that of the 
18th of January Jaſt, with their proceedings, and 
the reaſons of our diſſent from them, we think 
would be tedious to you, and therefore ſend a ſum- 
mary abſtract, which, with the account that may 
be given by Lyman Hall, Eſq; appointed a delegate 
to repreſent and act for this pariſh inthe general 

Continental Congreſs, to be held in May next, 

and the teſtimonies of the honourable delegates from 

South Carolina, we hope will be ſatisfactory. 

« Immediately upon our being honoured with 
an anſwer to the repreſentation of our caſe, tranſ- 
mitted to the honourable Congreſs, which fat at 
Philadelphia laſt year, with a copy of the aſſocia- 
tion there entered.into, we had a meeting, and our 
proceedings then and ſince that time, will in brief 
appear from the following abſtracts of an Addreſs 
from this pariſn to the Committee of Correſpondence 
in Charleſtown, South Carolina, which is as fol- 
lows: 


Gentlemen, 
Herewith will be communicated to you, the ſe- 
ve-al ſte s taken by this pariſh in their endeavours 
to 
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to conform as near as poſſible to the Reſolu- 
tions entered into by the other Colonies: and 


| the particular meaſures now adopted, for car- 
rying into execution the Continental Aſſocia- 


tion, which we embraced the earlieſt oppor- 


tunity of acceding to by {ubſcribing it; on con- 


dition that trade and commerce with the other 
Colonies be continued to us the ſubſcribers; and 
tkereupon ſhould have immediately ſent to 
you for your approbation and indulgence, but 
were delayed by a ſummons to attend a Provin- 
cial Congreſs in Savannah, on the 18th of January 
| laſt, for the purpoſe, as we underſtood, of a gene- 
ral aſſociation with the other Colonies, and chuſ- 
ing Delegates: At which time and place we at- 
tended, and acquainted the other pariſhes aſſem- 
bled on that occaſion, that we had already acceded 


to the general Aſſociation, on condition, as 
| above-mentioned, and earneſtly requeſted them to 
do the ſame. Had they acceded fully to the gene- 
; ral Aſſociation, we ſhould have had no occaſion 


to trouble you with this Addreſs ; but as they did 
not, we now apply to you, to admit us the ſub- 
f:ribers to an alliance with you, requeſting that 
you will allow trade and commerce to be conti- 
nued to us, the ſame to be conducted under ſuch 
egulations and reſtrictions, as ſhall be conſiſtent 
with the Continental Aſſociation, and which on 
our part we engage with all poſſible care to keep 
taviolate. As we of this Pariſh are a body de- 
tached from the reſt (i. e. of this province) by 
Gur reſolutions, and ſufficiently diſtinct by local 
ſituation, large enough for particular notice, ad- 
joining a particular port, and in that reſpect, 
capable of conforming to the general Aſſociation, 
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if connected with you, with the ſame fidelity as a 
diſtant pariſh of your own province; we muſt be 
conſidered as comprehended within the ſpirit and 
equitable meaning of the Continental Aſſociation, 
and hope you will not condemn the innocent with 
the guilty, eſpecially when a due ſeparation is 
made between them. 


* Give us leave to add only, that we wait your 


anſwer, ſhall be glad of your advice, and are, with 


eſteem, 
Gentlemen, | 
© Yours, &c.“ 


St. Tobn's, 9th February, 1775. 
% To which ꝛbe received the following Anſwer.” 


© Gentlemen, 

* Your letter, accompanying ſundry papers, 
having been laid before a very full Committee of 
this Colony, and undergone the moſt mature deli- 
beration: I am, by their defire, to acquaint you, 
that they have the higheſt ſenſe of your arduous 
ſtuggles in favour of the common cauſe of Ames, 
rica; and moſt fincerely lament your preſent un- 
happy ſituation: But would recommend a conti- 


nuance of your laudable exertions, and the lay- 


ing a ſtate of your caſe before the enſuing Conti- 
nental Congreſs, as the only means of obtaining 


relief, and to put you in the ſituation you wiſh, 


which this Committee apprehend to be entirely 
out of their power to do, as it is their opinion, 
that the pariſh of St. John, being part of the Co- 
lony of Georgia, (which, by not acceding to, 
has violated the Continental Aſſociation) falls un- 
der the 14th article of the faid Aſſociation, no 
part of which any Committee can preſume to do 
away, &c.“ 


Upon 
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ſhould immediately break off all connexion and 
commerce with Savannah, and all other inhabi- 
tants of this province, who have not fully acceded 


„ 
"x * 
WS SG 
* . 
r 


( 45 ) 
Upon the receipt of this anſwer, it was ſeri- 
ouſly conſidered in what manner to conduct in 
preſent ſituation ; and propoled whether we 


to the Continental Aſſociation. 

It was conſidered, that as we were denied 
commerce with any other Colony, and but one 
merchant among us conſiderable for dry goods 
had ſigned our Aſſociation, and he inſufficient for 
a preſent ſupply, and we utterly unable at preſent 
to procure materials or manufactures for cloath- 


ing among ourſelves, we muſt, by ſuch a reſo- 
* lution, become extremely miſerable; it wag 
therefore concluded, that till we could obtain. 


trade and commerce with ſome other colony, it is 


2 abſolutely neceſſary to continue it in ſome reſpects 
with our own, and determined that it be carried 


on under the following regulations: 


« That none of us ſhall directly or indirectly 


4 purchaſe any ſlave imported at Savannah, (large 


numbers of which we underſtand are there ex- 
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pected,) till the ſenſe of the Congreſs ſhall be 
made known to us. 

That we will not trade at all with any mer- 
chant at Savannah or elſewhere, that will not join 
in our aſſociating Agreement, otherwiſe than un- 
der the inſpection of a Committee for that pur- 
poſe appointed, and for ſuch things only as they 
ſhall judge neceſſary, and when they ſhall think 
there are neceſſary reaſons for ſo doing. 

© A Committee was then nominated and ap- 
pointed to fit weekly on Thurſdays, for the pur- 
poles aforeſaid. | En, . 
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« It was then reſolyed, that a delegate be ſent 
from this pariſh to the Congreſs, to be held at 
Philadelphia in May next, and that Tueſday the 
21ſt of March be appointed for chuſing one. 

On the ſaid 21ſt of March, at a full meeting 
Lyman Hall, Eſq; was unanimouſly choſen ta 
repreſent and act for the inhabitants of this pariſh, 
as a Delegate, at the General Congreſs to be held 
in Philadelphia in May next, who are determined 
faithfully to adhere to and abide by the determi- 
nations of him and the other honourable Mem- 
bers of the ſame. 

« Signed by arderof the inhabitants, 
By DANIEL ROBERTS, and twenty others, 
Members of the Committee. 


in the province of Georgia, 
13th April, A. D. 1775. 


Midway, St. John's arg 


A Petition from the county of Frederic, in Vir- 
ginia, addreſſed to the Congreſs, was preſented 
and read. 

Agreed, That it be referred to the Committee 
on Monday. | 

Adjourned till Monday at g o'clock. 


MONDAY, Mar 15, 1775s. 
The Congreſs met according to adjournment. 
Beſides thaſe who met at the opening of the 
Congreſs, the following members attended, from 


New- Vork, Mr. Jay, Mr. Wiſner, Mr. Schuy- 


ler, Mr. Clinton, Mr. Morris, and Mr. R. R. Y 
Livingſton; from Pennſylvania, Mr. Wilſon ; 


from Maryland, Mr. Stone and Mr. Goldſbo- 
rough. 
Upon motion, Agreed, That the Secretary be 


allowed to employ Timothy Matlack as a ons 
© 


ir- 
ted 


teo 


1 


he having firſt taken an oath or affirmation to 


keep ſecret the tranſactions of the Congreſs, that 


may be entruſted to him or may come to his know- 
ledge. 


The city and country of New-Vork having, 


through the Delegates of that province, applied 
to Congreſs for advice, how to conduct them- 
i: | ſelves with regard to the troops expected there, 
the Congreſs took the matter into conſideration. 
: During their deliberations, it became neceſſary 
to take the opinion of the Congreſs by Colonies, 
upon which a queſtion aroſe, whether the Dele- 
gate from the pariſh of St. 
of Georgia, could be admitted to vote. 
ſome debate on this queſtion, the Delegate from 
that pariſh aroſe, and after obſerving, that the 
2 preſent diſtreſsful fituation of American affait rs had 
induced a neceſſity of this Congreſs, which was 
= compoſed of Delegates i repreſenting whole Colo- 
+ nies; that as he did not repreſent a Colony, but 
only a part, he did not inſiſt on giving a vote as a 
Colony, but was contented to hear and aflift in 
2 the debates, and to give his vote in all caſes, ex- 
3 cept when the ſentiments of the Congreſs were 
= taken by Colonies. 


John's, in the Colony 
After 


The Congreſs then reſumed the confideration 


of the matter referred to them; during the debate 

Samuel Ward, Eſq; one of the Delegates from 

3 Rhode-Ifland, appeared and produced his Cre- 

dentials, which being read, were approved, and 
are re as follows: 


N a (Ls Engliſh Colony of Rhoge-1flana, and Provi- 


) Ey By the Honourable the General Aſſembly of the 


dence Plantations, in New-England, in 
America. 
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To the Honourable STEPHEN: HOPKINS, FE; ; 
and th? Honourable SAMUEL WARD), Eg; 


Greeting, ; 


Whereas the general Aſſembly of the Colony N 


aforeſaid, have nominated and appointed you the 
{aid Stephen Hopkins and Samuel Ward, to re— 
preſent the people of this Colony in a General 


Congreſs of Repreſentatives from this and the 


other Colonies, to be holden in the city of Phi- 


ladelphia, and there in behalf of this Colony, to 
meet and join with the Commiſſioners or Dele- 


gates from the other. Colonies, in conſulting upon 3 
proper meaſures to obtain a repeal of the ſeveral *? 


acts of the Britiſh Parliament for levying taxes 
upon his Majeity's ſubjects in America without 


their conſent, and upon proper meaſures, to eſta- 


bliſh the Rights and Liberties of the Colonies 


upon a juſt and folid foundation, agreeable to the 


inſtructions given you by the General Aſſembly. 
By virtue of an Act of the General Aſſembly, I, 


Henry Ward, Eſq; Secretary of the (aid Colony, - 
have hereunto ſet my hand and affixed the ſaid ? 
ſeal of ſaid Colony, this ſeventh day of May, 


= . * * 3 2 — 4 3 
n I 


A. D. 1775, and in the fifteenth year of the reign ' ? 
of his moſt ſacred Majeſty George the Third, by 2 


the grace of God, King of Great-Britain, &c. 
Signed HENRT WARD. 
The matter under confideration being reſumed, 
the Congreſs | 
Reſolved, That it be recommended, for the 


preſent, to the inhabitants of New-York, that if 


8 
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the troops, which are expected, ſhould arrive, 


the ſaid Colony act on the defenſive, ſo long as 
may be conſiſtent with their ſafety and ſecurityj; 
that the troops be permitted to remain in the bar- 
racks, ſo long as they behave peaceably and 
quictly, but that they be not ſuffered to erect for- 

tißcations 
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tlcations, or take any ſteps for cutting off the 


communication between the town and country, 


inhabitants from inſult and injury. 


and that if they commit hoſtilities or invade pri- 
vate poverty; the inhabitants ſhould defend them- 
ſelves and their poverty, and repel forte by force; 


that the 'warlike ftores be removed from the town; 
that places of retreat, in caſe of neceſſity, be pro- 


* vided for the woman and ehildren of New-York; 
and that a ſufficient number of men be embodied, 
and kept in conſtant readineſs fo 


t protecting the 


Two memorials, one from Samuel Shoemaker, 


the other from James and Drinker, merchants of 


this city, reſpecting ſome cargoes purchaſed by 


3 them and intended for Newfoundland, but whic 


are ſtopped by the Committee of this city, were 


llald before the Congreſs and read, and ordered to 
lie on the table. | 1 


Upon motion, Reſolved, That Mr. Waſhington, 


> Mr. Lynch, Mr. S. Adams, and the Delegates 
from New-York, be a Committee to "confider 


what poſts are neceſſary to be occupied in the Co- 


'2 lony of New-York, and that they be deſired to 


report as ſpeedily as poſſible. | 
" Reſolved; That this Congreſs will to-morrow 
reſolve itfelf into a Committe of the whole, to 
take into conſideration the ſtate of America. 
Adjourned to q o'clock to-morrow: - 


. TUESDAY, Mar 16, 1775. 5 f 

The Congreſs met according to adjournment. 

A MrNMORIAIL from Nobert and John Murray, 
of ee was laid before the Congreſs and 
read. „ 4:14 een 
Ordered, To lie on the table. 


H Agreeable 


— 
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Agreeable to che order of the day, the Congreſs 
reſolved itſelf into a Committee of the whole, to 
take into conſideration the ſtate of America, after 
ſome time ſpent therein, the Preſident reſumed 
the chair, and Mr. Tilghman reported from the 
Committee, that they had taken the matter re- 
ferred to them into conſideration, but not having 
come to any reſolution, delired him to move © for 
leave to ſit again. +; | 
Reſolved, That this Congreſs will to-morrow: 
again reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole, 


to > take into their fartkes anſuleration the ſtate nl 
America. 


+ 
: wH ++ ad 


© I till to-morrow at I2 0 clock. 


"WEDNESDAY, Mas 7s 1776. 9412 
The Congreſs met according to adjournment, 
and the order of the wy being Por till to- 
morro-w- , 
Upon . R A unanimouſly, ly, That all 
exportations to Quebec, Nova- Scotia, the iſland 
of St. John's, Newfoundland, Georgia, ex- 
cept the pariſh of St. John's, and to Eat and. 
Wett Florida, immediately ceaſe, and that no 
proviſion of any kind, or ether. neceſſaries, be 
furniſhed to the Britiſh fiſheries on the Americap 


coaſts, until it be otherwiſe. determined by the. 
Congreſs... 


Ordered, That this hs publiſhed immediately. 
Adjourned till tomaerow at g o . 


THURSDAY, May 18. 4 fe 
The Congreſs met according to ane 
The Hon. Stephen Hopkins, Eſq; from Rhade- 


Iſland, and Patrick Henry, Eſq; from Virginia, 
attended and tock their icats in Congreſs, 


® r 


Upore 
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pon motion, Reſolued, That the rules of conduct 
to be obſerved in debating and determining queſ- 
tions, laid down by the laſt Congreſs, be adopted 
and obſerved by the preſent Congreſs... 
The Prefident laid before the Congreſs ſome 
important intelligence he received laſt night by 
expreſs, relative to the ſurprizing and taking of 
Ticonderoga, by a detachment from Maſſachuſett 8 
Bay and Connecticut, which was read. 
Dypon motion, Agreed, That Mr. Brown 8 
brought the — be called in: Aſter-he with 
drew, the Congreſs taking into conſideration the 
letters and intelligence communicated to them, 
| Reſolved,» Whoreas there is indubitable evidence, 

that a deſign is formed by the Britiſh miniſtry, of 

} making a cruel invaſion from the province 6f 
Quebec upon theſe clonies, for the purpoſe of 

” Þ deſtroying our lives and liberties, and ſome ſteps 
"* FF have actually been taken to carry: the ſaid deſign 

into execution; and whereas 2 inhabitants 
of the northern Colonies, reſiding in tho vicivity 
d of Ticonderoga, and immediately expoſed to in: 
curſions, impelled by a juſt regard forithe defence 
4 and preſetvation of theniſelves and their country- 


x 4 K * - = 4 
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8 8 


men, from ſuch immigentidangers and calamities, 74 
© have taken poſſeſſion of that poſt, an:which was | 
Þ' FF lodged a quantity of cannon and military ſtores, 1 
that would certainly have been uſed in the intends 
ed invaſton of theſe colonies, this Congreſs ear- 
17 neſtly recommend: it, to the Committees of the 
eities and counties of New- Vork and Albany, 
immediately to cauſe the ſaid cannon and ſtores to 3 
be removed from Ticonderoga to the ſouth 
end of Lake George, and, if neceſſary, to apply 
aj Y '2the Colonies of New-Ham pſhire, gi 8— 
7 4 


mon. 8 Bay, | d 


ON 


pe 
g—__ _ 
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Bay and Connecticut, for ſuch an additional body 
of forces as will be ſufficient to. eſtabliſh a ſtrong 
voſt at that place, and effectually to ſecure the 
ſaid cannon and ſtores, or ſo many of them as it 
may be judged proper to keep there—And that 
an exact inventory be taken of all ſuch cannon 
and ſtores, in order that they may be ſafely re- 
turned, when the reſtoration of the former har- 
mony between Great Britain and theſe Colonies, 
ſo ardently wiſhed for by the latter, ſhall render it 


| prudent and conſiſtent with the PEO law 


of ſelf-preſervation. 

Ręſolved, That this Congreſs will, to-morrow, 
reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole, 90 
take into their — conſideration the ſtate of 
America. 

Adjourned till tor morrow at 9 o clock, 


FRIDAY, May 19, 1775. 
The Congreſs met according to adjournment. 
The Committee appointed to conſider what 
poſts are neceſſary to be occupied in the Colony 
of New-York, and by what number of troops it 


will be proper they ſhould be guarded, brought | 4 


in their report, which being read, was referred to 
the committee of the whole. 

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Con- 
greſs reſolved themſelves into a Committee of the 
whole, to take into conſideration the ſtate of Ame- 
rica, and continued ſo to do, from day to day, till 
Wedneſday 24th, on which day the Hon. Peyton 
Randolph, Preſident, being under a neceſſity of 


returning home, and having ſet out this morning 


early, the chair was vacant, whereupon, 

On motion, The Hon. John Hancock, Eſq; was 
pnanimouſſy 1235 45 Preſident. 
The 
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The Congreſs then reſolved themſelves into a 
Committee of the whole, to take into conſidera- 
tion the ſtate of America, and repeated the ſame 
on the day following. 


On FRIDAY, Mar 26, 1775. 


The Congreſs being met according to adjourn- 
ment, one of the Delegates from New- Jerſey, laid 
before them a minute from the journals of the 
Aſſembly of that Colony, together with a reſolu- 
tion of the Commons of Great Britain, which 
were read as follows: 


New - Jerſcy, Houſe of Aſſembly, May 20, 177 "Th 


« His Excellency having laid before the Houſe 
% a copy of the reſolution of the honourable 
„ Houſe of Commons of Great Britain, of the 
„ 20th of February, 1775, containing a plan, 
« formed for the accommodation of the unhappy 
«« differences between our parent State and the 
** Colonies; which plan, under the preſent cir- 
« cumſtances, this Houſe could not comply with 
* and adopt, and yet this Houſe being deſirous 
*© of making uſe of all proper means to effect a 
rc reconciliation, do recommend it to their Dele- 
$6 gates to lay the ſame plan before the Continen- 
'* tal Congreſs for their conſideration.” 

A true copy from the Journal, 


RICHARD SMITH, Clerk of Aſembly. 


[Copy off « 4 Reſolution of the Houſe of Commons, 


February 20, 1775. 
% Reſolved, That when the Governor, Council 


fe and Aſſembly, or General Court of any of his 
f* Majeſty's provinces or Colonies in America, 
ff ſhall propoſe to make proviſion according to 


6 « the 


( $4) 
the condition, circumſtances, and ſituations 
of ſuch province or colony, for contributing 
their proportion for the common defence, (ſuch 
proportion to be raiſed under the authority of 
the General Court or General Aſſembly of ſuch 
province or colony, and diſpoſable by: Parlia- 
ment) and ſhall engage to make proyifion alſo 
for the ſupport of the civil government and the 
adminiſtration of juſtice in ſuch province or 
colony, it will be proper, if ſuch propoſal 
(hall be approved by his Majeſty and the two 
houſes of Parliament, and for ſo lang as ſuch 
provition ſhall be made accordingly, 0 forbear, 
in reſpect of ſuch province or colony, to levey 
any duty, tax or afſeſſment, except only ſuch 
duties as it may be expedient to continue to 
levy or to impoſe for the regulation of com- 
merce, the neat produce of the duties laſt 
mentioned, to be carried to the account of 
ſuch province or colony reſpectively:“ 
Ordered, That the above be referred to the 
Committee for taking into conſideration the ſtate 
of America. / 

The Congreſs then reſolved itſelf into a Com- 
mittee of the whole, to take into conſideration 
the ſtate of America; after ſome time ſpent 
therein the Preſident reſumed" the chair, and Mr. 
Ward reported from the Committee, that they 
had come to ſome reſolutions which he was de- 
fired to report, but not having finiſhed the buſi- 
neſs deſired him to move for leave to ſit again. 

The report from the Committee being read, 


me Congrels came into the following »ſalu- 
tlons. | 
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of the coloniſts. _ 
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RNeſolved unanimbuſly, That his Majeſty's moſt 
faithful ſubjects in theſe Colonies are reduced to a 
dangerous and critical ſituation, by the attempts 
| of the Britiſh Miniſtry to carry info execution, 
by force of arms, ſeveral unconſtitutional and op- 
* preffive acts of the Britiſh Parliament for laying. 
taxes in America; to enforce the collection of 
thoſe taxes, and for altering and changing the 
Conſtitution and internal police of ſome of theſe. 


Ps 


F ” Cr 's - $7 8 2 1 „ : 
2 Colonies, in violation of the natural and civil rights 


Hoftilities being actually commenced in the 


2 Maſſachuſett's-Bay, by the Britiſh troops under 
the command of General Gage, and the lives of a 
number of the inhabitants of that Colony deſtroy- 


* 


ed, the town of Boſton having not only been, long 
occupied as a gatriſoned town in an enemy's 
country, but the inhabitants thereof treated with 
a ſeverity and cruelty not to be juſtified even to- 
wards declared enemies; large re- inforcements 
too being ordered and ſoon expected, for the 
declared purpoſe of compeving theſe Colonies to 
ſubmit to the operation of the ſaid acts; that 
therefore, for the expreſs purpoſe of ſecuring and 
defending theſe Colonies, and preſerving them in 
ſafety againſt all attempts to carry the ſaid acts 
into execution by force of arms, theſe Colonies 
be immediately put into a ſtate of defence. 
But as we moſt ardently wiſh for a reſtoration 
Jof the harmony formerly ſubſiſting between our 
| mother country and theſe Colonies, the interrup- 
tion of which muſt, at all events, be exceedingly 
injurious to both countries, that with a fincere 
deſign of contributing by all the means in our 
power, not incompatible with a juſt regard for 
the undoubted rights and true intereſts of theſe 
| Colonies, 
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Colonies, to the promotion of this moſt defireable 
reconciliation, an humble and dutiful petition be 
preſented to his Majel'y. 

Reſolved, That meaſures be entered into for 
opening a negociation, in order to accommodate 
the unhappy diſputes ſubſiſting between Great- 
Britain and theſe Colonies, and that this be made 
a part of the petition to the King. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the militia of New- 
York be armed and trained, and in conſtant readi- 
neſs to act at a moment's warning; and that a 
number of men be :mmediately embodied and kept 
in that city, and fo diſpoſed of as to give protec- 
tion to the inhabitants, in caſe any inſult ſhould 
be offered by the troops, that may land there, and 
to prevent any attempts that may be made to gain 
poſſeſſion of the city, and interrupt its intercourſe 
with the country. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That it be recommended 
to the Provincial Convention at New-York, to 
perſevere the. more vigorouſly in preparing for 
their defence, as it is very uncertain whether the 
earneſt endeavours of the Congreſs, to accommo- 


date the unhappy differences between Great-Bri- 


tain and the Colonies, by conciliatory meaſures, 
will be ſucceſsful. 

Upon motion, Agreed, That Mr. Jay, Mr. S. 
Adams, and Mr. Dean, be a Committee to pre- 
pare and bring in a letter to the people of Canada. 


Reſolved, That this Congreſs will to-morrow 


again reſolve itſelf into a Commitee of the whole, 
to take into their father conſideration the ſtate of 
America, 


Adjourned till to-morrow at g o'clock. 


__ SATURAY. 
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SATURDAY, May 27, 1775. 

The Congreſs met according to adjournment. | 

The Preſident laid before the Congreſs a letter 
from the Convention of New=Jerſey, which was 
read and referred to the Committee of the whole. 

Information being given, that there is a gentle- 
man in town who'can give a full and juſt account 
of the ſtate of affairs in Canada. 

Ordered, That he be introduced, Which was 
done. 

The Committee appointed to draught a letter 
to the inhabitants of Canada, e in the let- 
ter, which was read, and after ſome debate, re- 
committed to the fame committee. 

Upon motion, Agreed, That Mr. Waſhington, 


Mr. Schuyler, Mr. Mifflin, Mr. Dean, Mr. Mor- 


ris, and Mr. S. Adams, be a Committee, to con- 
ſider on ways and means to ſupply theſe Colonies 
with ammunition and military ſtores. 

Upon motion, The memorial of Robert Murray 
and. John Murray, „ deſiring to be reſtored to 
their former ſituation with reſpe& to their com- 
mercial privileges,” was taken into conſideration, 
and after ſome time ſpent thereon, 

Reſolved, That where any perſon hath been or 
ſhall be adjudged by a Committee, to have violated 
the Continental Aſſociation, and ſuch offender 
ſhall ſatisfy the Convention of the Colony, where 
the Offence was or ſhall be committed, or the 
Committee of the pariſh of St. John's, in the co- 
lony of Georgia, if the offence be committed 
there, of his contrition for his offence, and fin- 
cere reſolution to conform to the Aſſociation for 
the future, the ſaid Convention or Committee, of 
the pariſh of St, John's aforeſaid, may ſettle the 

I terms 


3 


„ 

terms; updn which he may be reſtored to the 
favour and forgiveneſs of the public, and that the 
terms be publiſhed. | 

Ordered, That this be made public. | 
\ Reſolved, That the order of the day be poſt- 
poned till Monday. 

. Adjourned till Monday g o'clock. 


MONDAY, Mar 29, 1775. 

The Congreſs met according to adjournment. 
The Committee to whom the letter to the in- 
habitants of Canada was re- committed, brought 
in the ſame, was read and approved, and is as 
follows: 5 


To the oppreſſed INHABITANTS of CANADA. 


Friends and Countrymen, 

_ Alarmed by the deſigns of an arbitrary miniſtry 
to extirpate the rights and liberties of all Ame- 
rica, a ſenſe of common danger conſpired with 
the dictates of humanity, in urging us to call 
your attention, by our late Addreſs, to this very 
important object. 


Since the concluſion of the late war, we have 


been happy in conſidering you as fellow ſubjects, 
and from the commencement of the preſent plan, 
for ſubjugating the Continent, we have viewed 
you as fellow-ſufferers with us. As we were both 
entitled by the bounty of an indulgent Creator to 
freedom, and being both devoted, by the cruel 


edicts of a deſpotic adminiſtration, to common 


ruin, we perceived the fate of the proteſtant 
and catholic Colonies to be ſtrongly linked toge- 
ther, and therefore invited you.to join with us in 
— - reſolving 
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reſolving to be free, and in rejeQting, with diſdain, 
the fetters of ſlavery, however artfully poliſhed, 


We moſt ſincerely condole with you on the ar- 


rival of that day, in the courſe of which, the ſun 


could not ſhine on a fingle free-man in all your 
extenſive dominion, Be aſſured that your unme- 
rited degration has engaged the moſt unfeigned 


pity of your fiſter Colonies ; and we flatter our- 


ſelves you will not, by tamely bearing the yoke, 


ſuffer that pity to be ſupplanted by contempt. 


When hardy attempts are made to deprive men 
of rights beſtowed by the Almighty, when ave- 
nues are cut through the moſt ſolemn compacts 
for the admiſſion of deſpotiſm, when the plighted 
faith of government ceaſes to give ſecurity to loyal 
and dutiful ſubjects ; and when the inſidious ſtra- 
tagems and manceuvres of peace become more 
terrible than the ſanguinary operations of war, it 
is high time for them to aſſert thoſe rights, and, 
with honeſt indignation, oppoſe the torrent of 
oppreſſion ruſhing in upon them. , 

By the introduction of your preſent form of go= 
vernment, or rather preſent form of tyranny, you 


and your wives and your children are made ſlaves, 


You have nothing that you can call your own, and 
all the fruits of your labour and induſtry may be 
taken from you, whenever an avaricious Governor 
and a rapacious Council may incline to demand 
them. You are liable by their edicts to be tranſ- 
ported into foreign countries, to fight battles, in 
which you have no intereſt, and to ſpill your blood 
in conflicts from which neither honour nor emo+- 
lument can be derived : Nay, ' the enjoyment of 
your very religion, on the preſent ſyſtem, depends 

I 2 | on 
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on a legiſlature, in which you have no ſhare, and 
over which you have no controul, and your Prieſts 
are expoſed to expulſion, baniſhment and ruin, 
when ever their wealth and poſſeſſions furniſh 
ſufficient temptation, They cannot be ſure that 
a virtuous Prince will always fill the Throne, and 
ſhould a wicked or a careleſs King concur with a 
wicked Miniſtry in extracting the treaſure and 
ſtrength of your country, it is impoſſible to con- 
ceive to what variety and to what extremes of 
wretchedneſs you may, under the preſent eſta- 
bliſhment, be reduced. 

We are informed you have already been called 
upon to waſte your lives in a conteſt with us. 
Should you, by complying in this inſtance, aſſent 
to your new eſtabliſhment, and a war break out 
with France, your wealth and your ſons may be 
ſent to periſh in expeditions againſt their iſlands 
in the Weſt-Indies. . 

It cannot be preſumed that thoſe conſiderations 
will have no weight with you, or that you are fo 
loſt toall ſenſe of honour. We can never believe 
that the preſent race of Canadians are fo degene- 
rated as to profeſs neither the ſpirit, the gallantry, 
or the courage of their anceſtors. You certain] 
will not permit the infamy and diſgrace of fach 
puſillanimity to reſt on your own heads, and 
the conſequences of it on your children forever. 

We for our parts are determined to live ſree or 
not at all, and are reſolved that poſterity ſhall ne- 
ver reproach us with having brought ſlaves into 
the world. 

Permit us again to repeat that we are your 
friends, not your enemies, and be not. impoſed 
upon by thoſe, who may endeavour to create ani- 
moſities. The taking of the fort and military 
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ſtores at Ticonderoga and Crown-Point, and the 
armed veſſels on the lake, was dictated by the 
great law of ſelf- preſervation. They were in- 
tended to annoy us, and to cut off that friend] 
intercourſe and communication, which has hi- 
therto ſubſiſted between you and us. We hope it has 
given you no uneaſineſs, and you may rely on our 
aſſurance, that theſe Colonies will purſue no mea- 
ſures whatever, but ſuch as friendſhip and a re- 
gard for our mutual ſafety and intereſt may ſuggeſt. 

As our concern for your welfare entitles us to 
your friendſhip, we preſume you will not, by 


doing us injury, reduce us to the diſagreeable ne- 


ceſſity of treating you as enemies. | 

We yet entertain hopes of your uniting with 
us in the defence of our common liberty, and 
there is yet reaſon to believe, that ſhould we join 
in imploring the attention of our Sovereign, to 
the unmerited and unparalleled oppreſſions of his 
American ſubjects, he will at length be undeceiv- 
ed, and forbid a licentious Miniſtry any longer to 
riot in the ruins of the Rights of mankind.” 

Ordered, That the above letter be ſigned by the 
Preſident. 

Ordered, That Mr. Dickinſon and Mr. Mufflin 
be a Committee to get the letter tranſlated into 
the French language, and to have one thouſand 
copies of it, ſo tranſlated, printed, in order to be 
ſent to Canada and diſperſed among the inhabi- 
tants there. 

Upon motion, Reſolved, That no proviſions or 
neceſſaries of any kind be exported to the Iſland 
of Nantucket, except from the Colony of Maſſa- 
chuſetts-Bay, the Convention of which Colony 
is deſired to take meaſures for effectually provid- 
ing the ſaid iſland, upon their application to 88 

chaſe 
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1 
chaſe the ſame, with as much proviſion, as ſhall 
be neceſſary for its internal uſe and no more. 
The Congreſs deeming it of great importance 
to North-America, that the Britiſh fiſhery ſhould 
not be furniſhed with proviſions from the Conti- 


nent through Nantucket, earneſtly 


mittees. | 

Ordered, That the above reſolve be immediately 
publiſhed. | 

As the preſent critical fituation of the Colonies 
renders it highly neceſſary that ways and means 
ſhould be deviſed for the ſpeedy and ſecure con- 
veyance of intelligence from one end of the Con- 
tinent to the other, 


Reſolved, That Mr. Franklin, Mr. Lynch, Mr. | 
Lee, Mr. Willing, Mr. 8. Adams, and Mr. P. 


Livingſton, be a Committee to conſider the beſt 


means of eſtabliſhing poſts for conveying letters ; 


and intelligence through this continent. 
Reſolved, That the order of the day be poſt- 


poned till to-morrow. 


Adjourned till to-morrow at g o'clock. 


TUESDAY, Mar 30, 1775. 
The Congreſs met according to adjournment. 


A Member informed the Congreſs, that a Gen- 


tleman juſt arrived from London, had brought | 


with him a paper, which he ſays he received from 
Lord North, and which was written, at the de- 
fire of his Lordſhip, by Mr. Gray Cooper, Un- 
der-Secretary to the "Treaſury, and as the Gentle- 
man underſtood it to be his Lordſhip's deſire that 
it ſhould be communicated to the Congreſs, for 


that 


ly recommend 
a vigilant execution of this reſolve to all Com- 


1! 
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that purpoſe he had put it into his hands. The 
Member farther obſerved, that he had ſhewn the 
paper to a Member near him, who was well ac- 


quainted with the hand- writing of Mr. Cooper, 
and that he verily believes the paper was written 


by Mr. Cooper. 


The paper being read, 1s as follows : 


That it is earneſtly hoped by all the real friends 


of the Americans, that the terms expreſſed in the 


Reſolution of the 2oth of Feb. laſt, will be ac- 
cepted by all the Colonies, who have the leaſt af- 
fection for their King and country, or a juſt ſenſe 


of their own intereſt. 


That theſe terms are honourable for Great- 


Britain, and ſafe for the Colonies. 


* 


That if the Colonies are not blinded by faction, 
theſe terms will remove every grievance relative 
to taxation, and be the baſis of a compact between 


the Colonies and the Mother Country. 


That the people in America ought, on every 


conſideration, to be ſatished with them, 


That no further relaxation can be admitted. 


The temper and ſpirit of the nation are 


ſo 


much againſt conceſſions, that if it were the in- 
tention of Adminiſtration, they could not carry 


the queſtion. 
But Adminiſtration have no ſuch intention, 


as 


they are fully and firmly perſuaded, that furthec 


well as to Great-Britain. 


conceſſions would be injurious to the Colonies as 


That there is not the leaſt probability of a 


change of Adminiſtration. 


That they are perfectly united in opinion, and 
determined to purſue the moſt effectual meaſures, 


and- to uſe the whole force of the kingdom, 1 


fir 
be 


( 64 ) 
be found neceſſary, to reduce the rebellious and 
refractory Piovinces and Colonies. 

There is ſo great a ſpirit in the nation againſt 
the Congreſs, that the people will bear the tem- 
porary diſtreſſes of a ſtoppage of the American trade. 

They may depend on this to be true. 

Ordered, To lie on the table. 

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Con- 
greſs reſolved itſelf into a Committee of the 
whole, to take into conſideration the ſtate of 
America, and continued ſo to do the day follow- 
ing, when after ſome time, the . reſumed 
the Chair, and Mr. Ward reported from the 
Committee, that they had proceeded in the buſi- 
neſs, but not having come to a concluſion, de- 
fired him to move for leave to ſit again. 

Reſolved, That this Congreſs will to-morrow 
again reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole, 
to take into their farther conſideration the ſtate 
of America. . 

A letter from Col. Arnold, dated Crown-Point, 
May 23, 1775, was laid before the Congreſs, in- 
forming, that he had certain intelligence, that 
on the 19th there were then 400 regulars at St. 
John's, N all: poſſible preparation to croſs 
the lake, and expected to be joined by a number 
of Indians, with a deſign of retaking Crown - Point 
and Ticonderoga,“ and earneſtly calling for a 
reinforcement and ſupplies. This letter being 
taken into conſideration. 

Ne ſolved, That the governor of Connecticut be 
requeſted immediately to ſend a ſtrong reinforce- 
ment to the garriſons of Crown-Point and Ticon- 
deroga, and that ſo many of the cannon and other 
ſtores be retained, as may be neceſſary for the im- 
mediate defence of thoſe poits, until further oper 
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from this Congreſs, and that the Provincial Con- 


vention of New- York be informed of this Reſolve, 


and deſired to furniſh thofe troops with proviſions 


and other neceſlary ſtores, and to take effectual care 
that a ſufficient number of Batteaus be immediately 
provided for the lakes. 

Ordered, That the above reſolve be immediately 
tranſmitted in a letter by the Preſident, to Governor 


Trumbull and the Convention at New-York. 


Ordered, That the Preſident in his letter acquaint 


Governor Trumbull that it is the defire of the Con- 
greſs that he ſhould appoint a perſon, in whom he 


can confide, to command the forces at Crown= 
Point and Ticonderoga. Fro 
Adjourned till to-morrow at ꝙ o'clock. 


THURSDAY, June 1, 1775. 


The Congreſs met according to adjournment. 
The Committee appointed to conſider ways and 


means to ſupply theſe Colonies with ammunition 


and military ſtores, brought in their report, which 
was read and referred to the Committee of the 


| whole, 


Upon motion, Reſolved, That it be recom- 
mended to the government of Connecticut, or the 
General of the forces of that Colony, to appoint 
Commiſſaries to receive at Albany and forward the 
ſupplies of proviſions, for the forces on Lake 


Champlain, from the Provincial Convention of 


New-York, and that the ſaid Convention uſe their 
utmoſt endeavours in facilitating and aiding the 
tranſportation thereof, from thence to where the 
ſaid Commiſſaries may direct. e be td 
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As this Congreſs has nothing more in view than 
the defence of theſe Colonies, 


Reſolved, That no expedition or incarſion ought 


to be undertaken or made, by any Colony or body 


of Coloniſts, againſt or into Canada; and that this 
Reſolve be immediately tranſmitted to the comman- 
der of the forces at Ticonderoga. 

Ordered, That the above Reſolve be tranſlated 
into the French language, and tranſmitted, with 


the letter, to the inhabitants of Canada. 


Ordered, That the Preſident tranſmit a copy of 
the above to New-York, and the other Colonies 
bordering on Canada. 

A petition from the committee repteſenting the 
people in that part of Auguſta county, in the Co- 
lony of Virginia, on the welt ſide of the Aliegheny 
Mountain, was laid before the Congreſs and read, 
intimating “ fears of a rupture with the Indians, 
on account of Lord Dunmore's conduct,” and de- 
firing © Commiſſioners from the colony of Virginia, 


and province of Pennſylvania, to attend a meeting 


of the Indians at Pittſburg, on behalf of theſe 


Colonies.” 
Ordered, That the above be referred to the De- 
legates of the Colonies of Virginia and Pennſyl- 


vania. 


The Contrely then, agreeable to the order of the 


day, reſolved itſelf into a | Commities of the whole, 


to take into conſideration the ſtate of America, 4 


after ſome time ſpent therein, the Preſident reſumed 
the Chair, and Mr. Ward reported from the Com- 


mittee, that they had taken the matters referred to 
them into conſide ration, but not having yet come 
to a concluſion, defired him to move for leave to ſit 


again. 
Reſolved, 
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1 
Reſolved, That this Congreſs will to-morrow again 
reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole, to 
take into their farther conſideration the tate of 
America. 


Adjourned till to-morrow at ꝙ o'clock. 
. 


FRIDAY, June 2, 1775: 


The Congratd met according to . 

The Preſident laid before the Congreſs a letter 
from the Provincial Convention of Maſſachuſett's- 
Bay, dated May 16, which was read, ſetting forth 


the difficulties they labour under, for want of a re- 
gular form of government, and as they and the 


other Colonies are now compelled to raile an arm 
to defend themſelves from the butcheries and devaſ- 


tations of their implacable enemies, which renders 


it ſtill more neceſſary to have a regular eſtabliſhed 
government, requeſting the Congreſs to favour them 
with explicit advice reſpecting the taking up and 


_ exerciling the powers of civil government,“ and 
declaring their readineſs to ſubmit to ſuch a ge- 


neral plan as the Congreſs may direct for the Colo- 
nies, or make it their great ſtudy to eſtabliſh ſuch a 
form of government there, as ſhall not only pro- 
mote their advantage, but the union and intereſt of 
all America. 


Ordered, To lie on the table for f.rther con- 
ſideration. 

Doctor Benjamin Church being directed by the 
Convention of Maſſachuſett's-Bay, to confer with 
the Congrets reſpecting ſuch other matters, as may 
be neceſſary to the defence of that Colony, and por 
ticularly the ſtate of the army therein, 

Ordered, That he be introduced. 
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dated the 16th of May, being again read. 


( 68 ) 


After he withdrew, an expreſs arriving with diſ- 


patches from Maſſachuſett's- Bay, the Prefident laid 
before the Congrels letters from the Conventions of 


that Colony and New- Hampſhire, alſo from Gor 
vernor 'Trombull, which were read. 

Upon Motion, Reſoved, That no bill of ex- 
change, dravght or order of any officer in the army 
or navy, their agents or contractors, be received or 
negotiated, or any money ſupplied to them by any 
per.on in America. 

That no proviſions or neceſſaries of any kind, be 
furniſhed or ſupplied to or for the uſe of the Britiſh 
army or navy, in the colony of Maſfachuſett's- Bay. 

That no veſſel employed in tranſporting Britiſh 
troops to America, or from one part of North- 
America to another, or warlike ſtores or proviſions 
for ſaid troops be freighted or furniſhed with provi- 
ſions or any neceſſaries, until further orders from 
this Congrels, 

Ordered, That the above reſolves be immediately 
publiſhed. 

The order of the day being poſtponed, the Con: 
greſs adjourned till to-morrow at g o'clock, 


SATURDAY, je 3, 1975; 


Met according to adjournment. 

A Letter from the Convention of New-York, 
together with ſundry letters and papers encloſed, 
from Aibany, were laid before the Congreſs and 
read. 

Ordered, To lie on the table. 

The letter from the Convention of Maſſachuſett's, 


Reſolve a, 
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5 
Reſolved, Thata Committee of five perſons be choſen 
to conſider the ſame, and report what in their opinion 
is the proper advice to be given to that Convention. 
The following perſons were choſen by ballot, to 
compoſe that Committee, viz. Mr. J. Rutledge, Mr. 
Johnſon, Mr. Jay, Mr. Wilſon, and Mr, Lee, 
Reſolved, That a Committee of five be appoint» 
ed, to draught a petition to the King. 
That another Committee of three be appointed 
to prepare an addreſs to the inhabitants of Great- 


Britain. 


That another Committee of four be appointed 
to prepare an addrefs to the people of Ireland. 
That another Committee of three be appointed 
to bring in the draught of a letter to the n. 
tants of Jamaica. 
That another Committee of five be e to 
bring in an eſtimate of money neceſſary to be raiſed. 
The Congteſs then proceeded to chuſe by ballot 


the ſeveral Committees, when Mr. Dickinſon, Mr. 


Johnſon, Mr. J. Rutledge, Mr. Jay, and Mr. 


Franklin, were elected to compoſe the firſt; Mr. 


Lee, Mr. R. R. Livingſton, and Mr. Pendleton, 
for the ſecond; Mr. Duane, Mr, W. Livingſton, 
Mr. 8. Adams, and Mr. J. Adams, for the third; 
Mr. Hooper, Mr. Wilſon, and Mr. Lynch, for 
the fourth; and Mr. Waſhington, Mr. Schuyler, 
Mr. Deane, Mr. Cuſhing, and Wer. Hughes, for 
the fifth. 

Ad journed till Monday at nine o'clock. 

On: Monday and Tueſday the Congreſs met and 
adjourned, to give the Committees time to bring in 
their report. 

WEDNESDAY, June 7, 1775. 
The Congreſs met according to adjournment, 
The Committee appointed to make an eſtimate 


of 


1 
of the money neceſſary to be raiſed, brought in 
their report, which was read and referred to the Com- 
mittee of the whole. 

On motion, Reſolved, That Thurſday the 2oth of 
July next, be obſerved throughout the Twelve Uni- 
ted Colonies as a day of humiliation, faſting and 
prayer, and that Mr. Hooper, Mr. J. Adams, and 
Mr. Paine, be a Committee to bring in a reſolve for 
that purpoſe. 

The Committee appointed to prepare advice in 
anſwer to the letter from the Convention of Maſſa- 
chuſett's-Bay, brought in their report, which was 
read and ordered to lie on the table for conſideration. 

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Congreſs 
reſolved themſelves into a Committee of the whole, 
to take into their farther conſideration the ſtate of 
America; after ſome time ſpent thereon, the Pre- 
fident reſumed the chair, and Mr. Ward reported 
that the Committee had proceeded in the buſineſs 
referred to them, but not having come to a conclu- 
ſion, deſired him to move for leave to fit again. 

Reſolved, That this Congreſs will to-morrow 
again reſolve themſelves into a Committee of the 
whole, to take into their farther conſideration the 
ſtate of America, And that this be a ſtanding or- 
der till the buſineſs is compleated, 

Adjourned till to-morrow at 9 o'clock. 

THURSDAY, June 8, 1775. 
Met according to adjournment. 

The Congreſs being informed that a Major 
Skene, With ſome other officers, who arrived laſt 
evening in a veſſel from London, were, with their 
papers, in the cuſtody of the troops of this city; 
that the (aid Skene has lately been appointed Go- 
vernor of the forts of Ticonderoga and Crown 
Point; that one of the officers with him is a lieu- 


tenant 
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tenant in the regulars now in the province of Que- 
bec; and moreover, that the ſaid Skene had decla- 
red, that he has authority to raiſe a regiment in A. 
merica ; from all this, apprehending that the ſaid 
Skene is a dangerous partizan of Adminiſtration, 
and that his papers may contain intelligence of mi- 
niſterial deſigns againſt America, very important to 
be known. 

Reſolved, That a Committee be appointed to ex- 
amine the papers of the ſaid Skene and Lieutenant, 
in their preſence, 

That the Committee conſiſt of Mr. J. Adams, 
Mr. Deane, and Mr. Mifflin. 

That the ſaid Committee be upon honour to 
conceal whatever of a private nature may come to 
their knowledge by ſuch examination ; and that 
they communicate to this Congreſs what they ſhall 
diſcover relative to the preſent diſpute between 
Great Britain and America, 

The remainder of the day being ſpent in a Com- 
mittee of the whole, on the ſtate of America, the 
Congreſs adjourned till to-morrow at ꝙ o'clock. 


FRIDAY, Jux 9, 1775. 


Met according to adjournment. 

The report of the Committee on the letter from 
the Convention of Maſſachuſett's-Bay being again 
read, the Congrefs came to the following reſolution : 

| Reſolved, That no obedience being due to the 
Act of Parliament for altering the Charter of the 
Colony of Maſſachuſett's-Bay, nor to the Governor 
or Lieutenant Governor, who will not obſerve the 
directions of, but endeavour to ſubvert that Charter, 
the Governor and Lt-Governor of that Colony are 
to be conſidered as abſent, and their offices vacant ; 
and 


| Wh = Sa 
| and as there is no Council there, and the inconve- git 
| niencies ariſing from the ſuſpenſion of the powers of git 
| government are intolerable, eſpecially at a time y, 
(| when General Gage hath actually levied war and is 
} carrying on hoſtilities againſt his Majeſty's peaceable ye 
ll and loyal ſubjects of that colony; that, in order to pc 
1 conform as near ay may be to the fpirit and ſub- tie 
ſtance of the Charter, it be recommended to the M fo 
Provincial Convention to write letters to the inhabi- uin 
tants of the ſeveral places, which are intituled to re- | 
preſentation in Aſſembly, requeſting them to chuſe th 
ſuch repreſentatives, and that the Aſſembly, when lo 
choſen, do elect Counſellors; and that ſuch Aſſem- w 
bly or Council exerciſe the powers of government, le 
until a Governor of his Majeſty's appointment, will ce 
conſent to govern the colony according to its charter. fc 
Ordered, That the Preſident tranſmit a copy of th 
the above to the Convention of Maſſachuſett's-Bay. in 
Adjourned till to-morrow at g o'clock. 
| C 
C 
SATURDAY, June 10, 1775. : 
n 
Met according to adjournment. f 
Sundry letters from Maſſachuſett's-Bay, Ticon- 
deroga, Crown- Point, &c. being laid before the t 
Congteſs, were read, and the ſame being taken 0 
into conſideration, the Congreſs came to the follow- p 
ing Reſolutions: | 1 
Reſolved, That it be recommended to the ſeveral 
towns and diſtricts in the colonies of Maflachuſett's- C 
Bay, New Hampſhire, Rhode-Ifland and Provi- F 


dence plantations, Connecticut, New-York, and 
the eaſtern diviſion of New- Jerſey, to collect all the 
| | Salt- 


1 

Salt-Petre and Brimſtone in their ſeveral towns and 
diſtricts, and tranſmit the ſame, with all poſſible 
diſpatch, to the Provincial Convention at New- 
York, 1 3 1 

That it be recommended to the Provincial Con- 
vention of the colony of New-York, to have the 
powder-mills in that colony put into ſuch a condi- 
tion, as immediately to manufacture into powder, 
for the uſe of the continent, whatever materials 
may be procured in the manner above directed. 

That it be recommended to the Committees of 
the weſtern diviſion of New- Jerſey, and of the co- 
lonies of Pennſylvania, Lower counties on Dela- 
ware and Maryland, that they, without delay, col- 
lect the Salt-Petre and Sulphur in their reſpective 


colonies, and tranſmit the ſame to the Committee 


for the city and liberties of Philadelphia; to the end 
that thoſe articles may be immediately manufactured 
into Gun-Powder for the uſe of the continent. 

That it be recommended to the Conventions and 
Committees of ,the colonies of Virginia, North- 
Carolina and South-Carolina, that they, without 
delay, collect the Salt-Petre and Sulphur in their 
reſpective colonies, and procure theſe articles to be 
manufactured as foon as poſſible into Gun-powder 
for the uſe of the continent. 

That it be recommended to the ſeveral inhabi- 
tants of the United Colonies, who are poſſeſſed 


of Salt-Petre and Sulphur for their own uſe, to diſ- 


poſe of them for the purpoſe of manufacturing Gun- 


Powder. 


That the Salt-Petre and Sulphur collected in 
conſequence of 'the above reſolves of Congreſs, be 
paid for out of the continental fund. 

That Mr. Paine, Mr. Lee, Mr. Franklin, Mr. 

+ = Schuyler, 


( 74 ) 
Schuyler, and Mr, Johnſon, be a Committee to 
deviſe ways and means to introduce the manufacture 
of Salt-Petre in theſe colonies. 

The Committee for examining Governor Skene's 
letters, &c. having communicated to Congreſs what 
they found relative to the diſpute between Great 
Britain and theſe colonies, 

Upon motion, Reſolved, That Governor Philip 
Skene, Lieut, Patrick Moncrieff, and Mr, Lundy, 
be releaſed from their preſent confinement, and per- 
mitted to go at large any where within eight miles 
of the city between Delaware and Schuylkil, on 
their parole of honour not to paſs thoſe limits, and 
that they will hold no correſpondence with any 
perſon whatſoever, on any political ſubject, 

That Mr. Gadſden be added to the Committee 
for examining Governor Skene's papers, and that 
ſaid Committee have it in charge to execute the 
above reſolve. 


Adjourned till Monday at 9 o'clock. 


MONDAY, June 12, 1775. 


Met according to adjournment. 


The Committee appointed to prepare a reſolution 
for a Faſt, brought in their report, which being 
read, was agreed to as follows: 

As the Great Goveinor of the World, by his ſu- 
preme and univerſal Providence, not only conducts 
the courſe of nature with unerring wiſdom and rec- 
titude, but frequently influences the minds of men 
to ſerve the wite and gracious purpoſes of his pra- 
vidential Government ; and it being at all times our 
indifpenfible duty devoutly to acknowledge his ſu— 
perimtending Providence, eſpecially in times of im- 


pending 
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oO pending danger and public calamity, to reverence 
e | and adore his immutable juſtice, as well as to im- 
4 lore his merciful interpoſition for our deliverance. 
s This Congreſs, therefore, conſidering the preſent cri- 
t 3 tical alarming and calamitous ſtate of theſe Colonies, 
t do carneſtly recommend that Thurſday, the 2oth day 


of July next, be obſerved by the inhabitants of all 
the Engliſh Colonies on this continent, as a day of 
public Humiliation, Faſting and Prayer ; that we 
may, with united hearts and voices, unfeignedly 
confeſs and deplore our many fins; and offer up 
our joint ſupplications to the all-wiſe, omnipotent, 
and merciju] diſpoſer of all events, humbly be- 
ſeeching him to forgive our iniquities, to remove 
3 our preſent calamities, to avert thoſe deſolating 
e 3 judgments, with which we are threatened, and to 
t bless our rightful Sovereign King George the Third, 
e and inſpire him with wiſdom to diſcern and purſue 
the true intereſt of his ſubjects, that a ſpeedy end 
may be put to the civil diſcord between Great-Bri- 
tain and the American Colonies without further ef- 
fuſion of blood: And that the Britiſh nation may 
be influenced 7o regard the things that belong to her 
Peace, before they are hid from her eyes: That theſe 
Colonies may ever be under the care and protection 
of a kind Providence, and be proſpered in all their 
intereſts : That the divine bleſſing may deſcend and 
reſt upon all our civil rulers, and upon the repre- 
ſentatives of the people in their ſeveral Aſſemblies 
and Conventions, that they may be directe] to wiſe 
and effectual meaſures for preſerving the union and 
ſecuring the juſt rights and privileges of the Colo- 
nies: That virtue and true religion may revive and 
flouriſh throughout our land : And that all America 
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may ſoon behold a gracious interpoſition of Heaven 
for the redreſs of her many grievances, the reſto- 
ration of her invaded rights, a reconciliation with 
the parent ſtate, on terms conſtitutional and ho- 
nourable to both: And that her civil and religious 
privileges may be ſecured to the lateſt poſterity. 

And it is recommended to Chriſtians of all deno- 
minations to aſſemble for public worſhip, and to 
abſtain from ſervile labour and recreation on ſaid 


day. 


Ordered, That a copy of the above be ſigned by 


the Preſident, and atteſted by the Secretary, and 


publiſhed in the news-papers and in hand- bills. 

The Congreſs then reſolved itſelf into a Com- 
mittee of the whole, to take into confideration the 
ways and means of railing money, and having ſpent 
thereon the remainder of the day and the day fol- 
lowing, adjourned till Wedneſday at ꝙ o'clock. 

WEDNESDAY, June 14, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment. 

Agreeable to the ſtanding order of the day, the 
Congreſs reſolved itſelf into a Committee of the 
whole, to take into conſideration the ſtate of Ame- 
rica, and after ſome time ſpent thereon, the Preſi- 
dent reſumed the Chair, and Mr. Ward reported 
that the Committee had come to certain reſoluti- 
ons, which he was ordered to report, but not hav- 


ing come to a conclution, they defired him to move 
for leave to ſit again. 


The Reſolutions being read were agreed to as 
follows : 


Reſolved, That fix companies of expert riflemen 
be immediately raiſed in Pennſylvania, two in Ma- 
ryland, and two in Virginia; that each company 


conſiſt 


g 


1 
conſiſt of a Captain, three Lieutenants, four 
Serjeants, four Corporals, a Drummer or trumpet- 
er, and fixty-eight privates. 

That each company, as ſoon as compleated, 
march and join the army near Boſton, to be there 
employed as Light Infantry, under the command 
of tbe chief officer in that army. 

That the pay of the officers and privates be as 
follows, viz. a captain twenty dollars per month; 
a lieutenant thirteen dollars and one third of a dol- 
lar per month; a ſerjeant eight dollars per month; 
a corporal ſeven dollars and one third of a dollar per 
month; a drummer or trumpeter the ſame; pr*- 
vates ſix dollars and two thirds of a dollar per 
month; to find their own arms and clothes. 

That the form of the inliſtment be in the fol- 
lowing words: 


I have this day voluntarily inliſted 
myſelf as a ſoldier in the American Continental 
Army for one year, unleſs ſooner diſcharged : And 
I do bind myſelf to conform in all inſtances to ſuch 
rules and regulations, as are or ſhall be eſtabliſhed 
for the government of the ſaid army. | 

Upon motion, Reſolved, That a Committee of 
five be appointed to prepare Rules and Regulations 
for the government of the army. 

The following perſons were choſen to compoſe 
that Committee, Mr. Waſhington, Mr. Schuyler, 
Mr. Deane, Mr. Cuſhing, and Mr. Hewes. 

A letter from the Convention of New- Vork, dated 
the 10th inſtant, reſpecting a veſſel which is ſtop- 
ped there, on ſuſpicion of having on board provi- 
ſions for the army and navy at Boſton, was read 
and referred to the Delegates of Maflachuſert's- 
Bay, Connecticut, and New-York, 


222 
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Reſolved, That this Congreſs will to-morrow a- 
gain reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole, 
to take into farther conſideration the ways and 
means of raiſing money and the ſtate of America. 
This to be a ſtanding order, until the buſineſs is 
compleated, 

Adjourned till to-morrow at 9 o'clock. 

THURSDAY, June 15, 1775. 

Met according to ajdournment. 

The Committee, to whom the letter from the 
Convention of New York was referred, brought 
in their report, which being read, . 

Reſolved, That the thanks of this Congreſs be 
given to the Convention of New York, for their 
vigilance in the caſe of Captain Coffin's veſſel, and 
that it be recommended to them that the veſſel be 
unloaded, and the cargo ſafely ſtored, until all juſt 
ſuſpicions concerning the deſtination of it ſhall be 
removed. 

Ordered, That the above be tranſmitted by the 
- Prefident, in a letter to the Chairman of the Con- 
vention of New York. 

Agrecable to order the Congreſs reſolved itſelf 
into a Committee of the whole, and after ſome 
time the Preſident reſumed the chair, and Mr. 
Ward reported, that the Committee had come to 
ſome farther reſolutions, which he was ordered to 
report. 

The report of the Committee being read and 
conſideted, 

Reſolved, That a General be appointed to com- 
mand all the Continental Forces, raiſed or to be 
raiſed for the defence of American liberty. 

That five hundred dollars per month be allowed 
for the pay and expences of the General. 


The 
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The Congreſs then proceeded to the choice of a 
General by ballct, and -GrorGE WASHINGTON, 
Eſq; was unanimouſly elected. 

Adjourned till to-morrow at eight o'clock. 

FRIDAY, June 16, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The Prefident informed Col. Waſhington that 
the Congrefs had yeſterday unanimouſly made 
choice of him to be General and Commander in 
Chief of the American forces, and requeſted he 
would accept of that employment, To which Cot. 
Waſhington, ſtanding in his place, anſwered : 

Mr. Preſident, 

Though I am truly ſenſible of the high ho- 
nour done me in this appointment, yet I feel great 
diſtreſs, from a conſciouſneſs that my abilities and 
military experience may not be equal to the exten- 
five and important truſt: However, as the Con- 
greſs deſire it, I will enter upon the momentous 
duty, and exert every power I poſſeſs in their ſer- 
vice, and for ſupport of the glorious cauſe. I 
they will accept my moſt cordial thanks for this di- 
ſtinguiſhed teſtimony of their approbation. 

But, leſt ſome unlucky event ſhould happen 
unfavourable to my reputation, I beg it may be re- 
membered by every gentleman in the room, that I 
this day declare with the utmoſt fincerity, i do not 
think myſelt equal to the command Tam honoured 
with. f 

* As to pay, Sir, I beg leave to aſſure the Con- 
greſs, that as no pecuniary conſideration could have 
tempted me to accept this arduous employment, at 
the expence of my domeſtic eaſe and happineſs, I do 
not with to make any profit from it. I'will keep 
an exact account of my expences. Thoſe I doubt 
not they will diſcharge, and that is all I defire.” 


Reſolved 


( fo ) 

Reſolved, That a Committee be appointed to 
draught a Commiſſion and Inſtructions for the 
General. 

The perfons choſen to compoſe the achtes, 
were Mr. Lee, Mr. E. Rutledge, and Mr. J. Adams. 

The papers tranſmitted from the Convention of 
New Vork being read, 

Reſolved, That the ſame be referred to a 8 
mittee of five, and that they report what ſteps, i 
their opinion, are neceſſary to be taken for fearing 
and preſerving the friendſhip of the Indian nations. 
| The following perſons choſen for this commit- 
tec, viz. Mr, Schuyler, Mr. Henry, Mr. Duane, 
Mr. Wilſon, and Mr. P. Livingſton. 


The Congreſs then reſumed the conſideration of 


the report from the committee of the whole, and 
came to the following reſolutions: 

Reſolvea, That two Major-Generals be appointed 
for the American army. 

That the pay of each of the Major-Generals be 
one hundred and ſixty-/izz Dollars per month. 

That when any of theſe act in a ſeparate de- 
partment, he be allowed for his pay and expences 
three bundred and thirty-two Dollars per month. 

That there be eight Brigadiers-General. 

That the pay;of each of the Brigadiere-General 
be one hundred and teenty ive Dollars per month. 

That there be one Adjutant-General. 

That his pay be one hundred and Fwenty-f# ve Dot- 
lars per month. 

That there be one Commiſſary-General of ſtores 
and proviſions. 

That his pay be eighty Dollars per month. 

That thete be one Quarter-Maſter General for 
the Grand Army, and one Deputy under him for 
the ſeparate army, 


That 
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That the pay of the Quarter-Maſter General be 
eighty Dollars per month, and that of the Deputy 


forty Dollars per month. 


That there be one Pay-maſter General, and a 
Deputy under him for the army in a. ſeparate de- 
partment z that the pay for the Paymaſter General 
himſelf be one hundred Dollars per month, and for 
the Deputy Paymaſter under him / Dollars per 
month. CELLO iPod Is - 
That there be one chief Engineer at the Grand 
Army, and that his pay be fxty, Dollars per month. 
| That two afliſtants be employed under him, and 
that the pay of each of them be twenty Dollars per 
month., _ , ei 19 ne his 
That there be one chief Engineer for the army 
in a ſeparate department, and two Aſſiſtants under 
him; chat the pay of the chief Engineer be fiæty 
Dollars per month, and the pay of the Aſſiſtants 
each 7wenty Dollars per mioath! eee ns 15 os 
That there be three Aids de Camp; and that 
their pay be thirty Dollars per month each, © 
That there be a Secretary to the General ; and 
that his pay be /ixty-/ix Dollars per month.” 
That there be a Secretary to the Major General 
acting in a ſeparate department, and that his pay 


- 


be thirty three Dollars per month. ; 

That there be a Commiſlary of the Muſters. 

A letter from the Convention of New-York, re- 
ceived by expreſs, was laid before the Congreſs, and 
read, and the ſame being taken into conſideration, 

| Reſolved, That the Provincial Convention of New 
Yo-k be deſired immediately to apply to Governor 
Trumbull to order the Connecticut troops now ſta#® 
tioned at Greenwich, Stanford, and parts adjacent, 
to march towards New Vork. 3 

Adjourned till to-morrow at nine o'clock. 

M SATURDAY, 


6 382; }) 


To GEORGE WASHINGTON, Eq. 


„ OS a 1 
SATURDAY, June 17, 1775. 1 
Met according to adjournment. „ 
The committee appointed to draught a Com- | 
miſſion to the General, reported the ſame, which | þ 
being read by paragraphs and debated, was agreed | 1 
to as follows: Wee | 6 
%; = 
The BPREITOAT TS of the UniTep CorLonies of || + 
New-Hampſhire, Maſſachuſett's-Bay, Rhode- 1 
Hand; Connecticut, New-York, New-Jerſey, | 
Pennſylvania, the Counties of New-Caſtle, Kent 
and Suſſex on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, « 
North-Carolina and South Carolina. 3 
| 


W E- repoſing eſpecial truſt and confidence in al 
your patriotiſm, valour, conduct and fidelity, do, | C 
by theſe. preſents conſtitute and appoint you, to be G 
General and Commander in Chief of the Army of m 


the United Colonies, and of all the Forces now ra 
raiſed or to be raiſed by them, and of all others, ri 
who ſhall voluntarily offer their ſervice, and join tl 
the ſaid army for the defence of American Liberty, to 
and for repelling every hoſtile invaſion thereof : lit 
And you are hereby veſted with full power and 
authority to act as you ſhall think for the good and th 
welfare of the ſervice. | 
And we do hereby ſtrictly charge and require ne 


all officers and ſoldiers under your command, to be 
obedient to your orders, and diligent in the exercife 
of their ſeveral duties. And we do alſo enjoin and A 
require.you, to be careful in executing the great G 
truſt repoſed in you, by cauſing ſtrict diſcipline 


and 
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and order to be obſerved in the army, and that the 
ſoldiers be duly exerciſed and provided with all 
convenient neceſſaries. 

And you are to regulate your conduct in every 
reſpect by the rules and diſcipline of war (as here- 
with given you) and punctually to obſerve and fol- 
low ſuch orders and directions from time to time, 
as you ſhall receive from this or a future Congreſs 
of theſe United Colonies or Committee of Con- 

reſs. 
: This Commiſſion to continue in Gas, until re- 
voked by this or a future Congreſs, _ 
By Order of the Congreſs. 

Ordered, That the ſame be fairly tranſcribed, 
ſigned by the Preſident, atteſted by the Secretary, 
and delivered to the General. 

Reſolved unanimouſly. Whereas the Deleg ates of 
all the Colonies from Nova-Scotia to Dua in 
Congreſs aſſembled, have unanimouſly . choſen 
George Waſhington, Eſq; to be General and Com- 
mander in Chief of ſuch forces. as are or ſhall be 
raiſed for the maintenance and preſervation of Ame- 
rican Liberty; this Congreſs doth now declare, 
that they will maintain and afliſt him, and adhere, 
to him the ſaid George Waſhington, with theic 
lives and fortunes in the ſame cauſe. 

The Congreſs then proceeded to the choice of 
the Officers in the army by ballot. . 

Artemus Ward, Eſq, was choſen firſt Mor £ Ge- 
neral. 

Horatio Gates, Eſq: Adjutant General.. 

Reſolved, That Horatio Gates, Eſe now chaſes 
Adjutant General, ſhall have the . of Brigadier 
General. 1 

Charles Lee, Eſq; ſecond Major General. 
| Adjourned till Monday at 9g o'clock, 


MON. 


(% ). 
MONDAY, June 19, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The Preſident laid before the Congreſs ſundry 
letters he had received from Maſſachuſett's-Bay and 
New- Vork, which were read. 

Ordered, That Mr. Henry, Mr. Lynch, and Mr. 
J. Adams, be a Committee to wait upon General 
Lee, and to inform him of bis appointment, and 
requeſt his anſwer whether he will accept the com- 
mand. 

The Committee returned and reported, that 
they had waited on General Lee, and in- 
formed him of his appointment, and that 
he gave for anſwer, © That he had the higheſt 
„ ſenſe of the honour conferred upon him. be the 
*< Congreſs; that no effort in his power ſhall be 
© wanting to ſerve the American cauſe.” 

The letters from Maſſachuſett's-Bay being taken 
into conſideration, the Congreſs came to the fol- 
lowing reſolve : 

That the Governor of ConneRicut be requeſted 
to direct all the forces raiſed in that colony, not em- 
ployed at Ticonderoga and Crown- Point, or re- 
commended by this Congreſs to be marched to- 
wards New-York, to be immediately fent to join 
the combined army before Boſton : And it is ear- 
neſtly recommended to the colony of Rhode-Ifland, 
and to the provincial Convention of New- -Hamp- 
ſhire, to ſend immediately to the army before 
Boſton, ſuch of the forces as are already embodied 
towards their quotas of the troops agreed to be 
raiſed by the New-England colonies. 


Reſolved, That Mr. Lee, Mr. E. Rutledge, and 
Mr. J. Adams, be a Committee to prepare the 
form of a commiſſion for the Major Generals, 
alſo for the Brigadier Generals, and other officers in 


the army, Reſolved 
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Reſolved, That there be four Major Generals. 

The Congreſs then proceeded to chuſe the two 
remaining Major Generals, when Philip Schuyler, 
Eſq; was choſen third Major General, and 1ſ-ae 
Putnam, Eſq; was unanimouſly choſen fourth Ma- 
: jor General. | 
} |} The Committee appointed to prepare the form 
1 |} of a Commiſſion for the Major and Brigadier Ge- 
; nerals, reported the fame, which being agreed, 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be made out, 


+ |] figned by the Preſident, and atteſted by the Secre- 
. [3 tary, foreach of the Major Generals and Brigadier 
t Generals. |. 

1 Ordered, That the Secretary get a number of 
0 Commiſſions, with proper blanks, printed for the 


8 | other ofhcers. 


Ihe Committee appointed to prepare a Petition 
n | to _ King, reported a draught of one, which was 
1 i read* | My 5 
| Adjourned till to-morrow 9 o'clock. 
* TUESDAY, June 20, 1775. 
8 | Met according to adjournment. 
3 The Committee appointed to prepare inſtructions 
5 to the General, reported the ſame, which being 
n read and debated, were agreed to. 
8 Adjoutned till to-morrow at ꝙ o'clock, 
1 _ WEDNESDAY, June 21, 1775. 
p- Met according to adjournment. 
* Mr. Thomas Jefferſon appeared as a Delegate 
ed from the colony of Virginia, and produced his cre- 
de dentials, which were read and approved, and are as 

follows: 2 . 2471 

14 At a Convention of the Delegates for the coun- 
be ties and corporations in the colony of Virginia, at 
15 the town of Richmond, in the town of Henrico, 
* on Monday, 27th March, 1775. 


ed | On 


C1] 

On a motion made, Reſolved, That Thomas 
Jefferſon, Eſq. be appointed a deputy to repreſent 
this colony in General Congreſs, in the room of the 
honourable Peyton Randolph, Eſq. in caſe of the 
non-attendance of the faid Peyton Randolph, Eſq. 
Atteſt. JOUN TAZEWELL, Clerk of Convention. 
At a General Aſſembly, began and held at the 
Capitol, in the city of Williamſburg, on Thurſday 
1{t June, in the fifteenth year of the reign of our 
Lord George the Third, by the grace of God of 
Great-Britain, &c. A. D. 1775. 


Monday, 5th June, 15th G. III. 1775. 
Reſolved, N. C. D. That this Honſe doth en- 
tirely approve of the Proceedings and Reſolutions 
of the Convention of Delegates for the counties and 
corporations, in the colony of Virginia, held at 
Richmond town, in the county of Henrico, the 
20th of March, 1775; and that it be recom- 
mended to all the good people of this colony ſtrictly 
to conform to, and obſerve the ſame. 
By the Houſe of Burgeſſes, © 
PEYTON RANDOLPH, Speaker. 


Mr. Henry informed the Congreſs, that the Ge- 
neral had put into his hand ſundry queries, to which 
he deſired the Congreſs would give an anſwer, 

The queries being read and debated, 


| © "Reſolved; That a Committee of five be appointed 


to prepare proper anſwers. 4054 
The perſons choſen were Mr. Dean, Mr. 
Henry, Mr. J. Rutledge, Mr. 8. Adams, and. 
Mr. Lee. | 
On a motion made, R-ſolved, That the General 
bg allowed three Aids de Camp. | 


* 


That, 


Ea 


_2 Yo PI: 


t, 


3 
That each of the Major-Generals have two Aids 
de Camp. 
381 their pay be thirty-three dollars per month 
eac 
an till to-morrow at ꝙ o clock. 


THURSDAY, June 22, 1775 


Met according to adjoernement; - 

The Committee appointed to prepare anſwers to 
the General's queries, . the ſame, which 
were read, 

The Congreſs then came to the following Reſo- 
lutions: 

Reſolved, That the number of Brigadicr-Generals 
be augmented to eight; and the fame were choſen 
by ballot as follows: 

Seth Pomeroy, Eſq; firſt Brigadier-General. 

Richard Montgomery, Eſq; ſecond ditto. 

David Wooſter, Eſq; third ditto. 

William Heath, Eſq; fourth ditto. 

Joſeph Spencer, Eſq; fifth ditto. 

3 Thomas, Eſq; ſixth ditto. 

John Sullivan, Eſq; ſeventh ditto. 

Nathaniel Green, Eſq; eighth ditto, | 

Reſolved, That the troops, including the volun- 
teers, be furniſhed with Camp equipage and 
blankets, where neceſſary, at the Continental ex- 
pence. 

Reſolved, That the * now in the army, re- 
ceive their new Commiſſions through the hands of 


the General. 


Refolved, That a ſam not exceeding two millions 
of Spaniſh milled Dollars, be emitted by the Con- 
greſs i in | bills of credit, for the defence of America. 

Refolved, 
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' :Reſolved, That the Twelve confederated Colonies 


be pledged for the redemption of the bills of credit, 


now directed to be emitted. 

Upon motion made, Reſolved, That the Colony 
of Pennſylvania raiſe two more companies of rifle- 
men, and that theſe, with the fix before ordered to 
be by them raiſed, making eight companies, be 
formed into a battalion, to be commanded by ſuch 
Ficld-Officers, Captains and Lieutenants as ſhall 
be recommended by the Aſſembly or Convention of 
ſaid Colony. 

Adjourned till to-morrow 9 o'clock. 


TUESDAY, June 23, 1775: 

Met according to adjournment. 

A letter from Crown-Point, dated June 10, was 
laid before the Congreſs and. read. Information 
being given, that two officers who brought the let- 
ter were at the door, and had ſome things of impor- 
tance to communicate. 

Ordered, That they be introduced, and they were 
introduced. After they withdrew, the , Congreſs 
came to the following Reſolutions, viz. 

Reſolved, That it be recommended to the officer 
commanding in the New-York department, to pro- 
cure, as ſoon as poſſible, a liſt of the men employed 
in taking and garriſoning Crown-Point and Ticon- 
deroga, and keeping poſſeſſion of the lakes, and 
alſo of their diſburſements in order that they may 


be paid. 

Reſolved, That their pay be the ſame as that of the 
officers and privates in the American army; the 
higheſt of the officers not to exceed that of a Cap- 
tain, and that the pay commence the third day of 
May laſt, and continue till they are 1 

2 Reſolved, 
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Reſolved, That it be recommended to the Con- 
vention of New-York, that they, conſulting. with 
General Schuyler, employ in the army to be raiſed 
for the defence of America, thoſe called the Green 
Mountain Boys, under ſuch officers as the ſaid Green 
Mountain Boys ſhall chuſe. 

On a motion made, Reſolved, That a Commit- 
tee of five be choſen to draw up a Declaration to be 
publiſhed by General Waſhington, upon his arrival 
at the camp before Boſton. 

The Committee choſen are Mr. J. Rutledge, Mr. 
W. Livingſton, Mr. Franklin, Mr. Jay, and Mr, 
Johnſon, | | 

Argeeable to order, the Congreſs reſolved itſelf 
into a Committe of the whole, to take into further 
conſideration the ſtate of America, and after ſome 


'S 
otved, 


vas time ſpent therein, the Preſident reſumed the cha ir, 
ion and Mr. Ward reported certain Reſolutions come 
et- into by them, and that not having yet finiſhed, they 
* deſired leave to ſit again. 
The Report of the Committee being read, was 
ere agreed to as follows: 
reſs Reſolved, That the number and denomination of 
: the bills to be emitted, be as follows : 
cer | N 
pro- 49,000 Bills of 8 Dollars each = 392, oo0 
yed 49,000 Do. of 7 Dollars each = 343,000 
g 49,000 Do. of 6 Dollars each = 294,000 
on- 49, o00 Do. of 5 Dollars each = 245,000 
and 49,000 Do. of 4 Dollars each = 196, ooo 
ma 49,000 Do. of 3 Dollars each = 147,000 

y 49,000 Do, of 2 Dollars each = 98, ooo 

49,000 Do. of 1 Dollar each = 49,000 

f the 11,000 Do. of 20 Dollars each = 236,000 
| the Total 403 ,800 2,000,000 1 
Cap- | 
y of N Reſolved, 


( 90 ) 
Reſolved, That the form of the bills be as fol- 
lows : 
" CONTINENTAL CURRENCY. 
N DoLLARS. 

THIS bill entitles the bearer to receive 
Spaniſh milled dollars, or the value thereof, in 
gold or ſilver, according to the reſolutions of the 
Congreſs, held at Philadelphia, on the 10th day 

of May, A. D. 1775. 


Reſolved, That Mr. J, Adams, Mr. J. Rutledge, 
Mr. Daune, Doctor Franklin and Mr. Wilſon, be 
a Committee to get proper plates engraved, to pro- 
vide paper, and to agree with printers to print the 
above bills. 

The order for a Committee of the whole rene w- 
ed, and the Congreſs adjourned till to-morrow at 9 
o'clock. 

SATURDAY, June 24, 1775. 
Met according to adjournment. 

On a motion made, Reſolved, That a Committee 
of ſeven be appointed to deviſe ways and means ta 
put the militia of America in a proper ſtate for the 
defence of America. 


The members choſen are Mr. Paine, Mr. Har- 


riſon, Mr. Sherman, Mr, Hopkins, Mr. Floyd, 
Mr. Gadſden, and Mr, Diekenlon. 


The Committee appointed to prepate a declara- 


tion to be publiſhed by General Waſhington, upon 
his arrival at the camp before Boſton, brought in 
their report, which was read and debated. and after 
ſome time, referred for farther conſideration till 
Monday next. 

Afjourned till Monday at 9 © clock. 


MON- 
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MONDAY, June 26, 758. 


Met according to adjournment. 

A letter from Governor Trumbull was read, and 
referred to the Committee appointed to deviſe ways 
and means for introducing the manuſaCture of 
ſalt- petre into theſe colonies. 

The ſtate of North- Carolina being Un! into 
conſideration, the Congreſs came to the following 
reſolutions. 

Whereas it is repreſented to this Congreſs, that 
the enemies of the liberties of America are purſu- 
ing meaſures to divide the good people of the colo- 
ny of North Carolina, and to defeat the American 
Aſſociation. 

Reſolved, That it may be Wehe to all in 

that colony, who wiſh well to the liberties of Ame- 
rica, to aſſociate for the deſence of American liberty, 
and to embody themſelves as militia, under proper 
officers. 
* Reſolved, That in caſe the aſſembly or conven- 
tion of that colony, ſhall» think it abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for the ſupport of the American Aſſocia- 
tion and ſafety of the colony, to raiſe 4 body of 
forces not exceeding one thouſand men, this — 
greſs will conſider them as an American army, 
and provide for their pay. 7 

The Congreſs then reſumed the conſideration of 
the declaration, and after ſome debate, 

| Reſolved, That it be re-committed; and that Mr. 
Dickenſon and Mr. Jefferſon be added to the 
Committee. 

The committee for Indian affairs brought i in their 
report, which was read. 

N 2 Ordered, 


(26-3 


Ordered, That the Preſident write to Governor 
Trumbull, and inform him, and alſo the Conven- 
tions of New Hampſhire and Maſſachuſetts Bay, 
and the government of Rhode Iſland, that the 
Congreſs have appointed George Waſhington, Eſq; 
Commander in Chief of all the Forces raiſed, or to 
be raiſed, for the defence of America. 

Adjourned till to-morrow at 9g o'clock. 


TUESDAY, June 27, 1775. 


| Met according to adjournment. 

On motion made, Reſolved, That Governor 
Skene be ſent under a guard to Weathersfield, or 
Middletown, in the county of Hartford, in Con- 
necticut, there to be confined on his parole, not to 
£0 out of the bounds preſcribed to him by Governor 
Trumbull. 

Ordered, That the Delegates for Pennſylvania, 
take meaſures to have the above reſolve carried 
into execution. | 

A letter from the Convention of Maſſachuſetts 
Bay, received by expreſs, was laid before the Con- 
greſs and read. 


The Congreſs then reſumed the conſideration of 
the ſtate of affairs in the New York department, and 


after ſome time ſpent therein, came to certain, re- 
ſolutions, which were ordered to be immediately 
tranſmitted to General Schuyler for his direction. 


The committee appointed to draw up an Addreſs. 


to the Inhabitants of Great Britain, reported the 
ſame, which was read. 5 
Adjourned till to-morrow at nine o' Clock. 
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WEDNESDAY, June 28, 1775. 


Met according to adjournment. 

The Committee appointed to prepare a draught 
of Rules and Regulations for . the government of 
the Army, reported the ſame, which was read and 
taken into conſideration. And the remainder. of 
the day, and the day following being W 
thereon, adjourned till next day at 90 clock. 


F RIDAT, June 30, 1775 


Met according to adjournment. 


The Congreſs reſtitied the conſideration of the 
Rules and Regulations, which being ous through 


were agreed to, as follows: 

Whereas his Majeſty's moſt faithful ſubjects in 
theſe Colonies are reduced to a dangerous and cri- 
tical ſituation, by the attempts of the Britiſh Mi- 
niſtry, to carry into execution, by force of arms, 
ſeveral unconſtitutional. and oppreſiive acts of the 
Britiſh Parliament for laying taxes in America, - to 


enforce the collection of thoſe taxes, and for alter- 


ing and changing the conſtitution and internal 


lice of ſome of theſe Colonies, in violation of the 


natural and civil rights of the Colonies. 

And whereas: hoſtilities has been actually com- 
menced in the Maſſachuſett's-Bay, by the Britiſh 
troops, under the command of General Gage, and 
the lives of a number of the inhabitants of that Co- 
lony deſtroyed ; the town of Boſton not only hav- 
ing been long occupied as a garriſoned town in 

an 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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an enemies country, but the inhabitants thereof 


treated with a ſeverity and cruelty not to be juſti- 
fied even towards declared enemies. 

And whereas large reinforcements have been 
ordered, and are ſoon expected, for the declared 
purpole of compelling theſe colonies to ſubmit to 
the operation of the faid acts, which hath ren- 
de red it neceſſary, and an indiſpenſible duty for the 
expreſs purpoſe of ſecuring and defending theſe co- 
Jonies, and preſerving them in fafety againſt all at- 
tempts to carry the ſaid acts into execution; that 
an armed force be raiſed ſufficient to defeat ſuch 
hoſtile deſigns, and preſerve and defend the lives, 
liberties and immunities of the coloniſts; for the 
due regulating and: well ordering of which, 


Reſolved, That the following RULES and OR- 


DERS be attended to, and obſerved by ſuch forces 


as are or may hereafter be raiſed for the ovens 
aforeſaid. | 


Article 1. That every officer who ſhall be re- 
tained, and every ſoldier who ſhall ſerve in the 


Continental Army, ſhall at the time of his accept- 


ance of his commiſſion or inliſtment, ſubſcribe theſe. 


rules and regulations. And that the officers and 


toldiers, already of that army, -ſhall alſo as foon as 


may be ſubſcribe the ſame; from the time of which 


ſubſcription every officer and ſoldier ſhall be bound 


by- thoſe regulations. But if any of the officers or 
ſoldiers, now of the ſaid army, do not ſubſcribe 
theſe rules and: regulations, then they may be re- 


tained in the ſaid army, ſubject to the rules and re- 


gulations under which they entered into the ſervice, 
or 


n 
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or be diſcharged from the ſervice, at the option 
of the Commander in Chief. 


Art. 2. It is earneſtly recommended to all offi- 
cers and ſoldiers diligently to attend Divine Ser- 
| vice; and all officers and ſoldiers, who ſhall be- 
7 have indecently or irreverently at any place of Di- 
| vine Worſhip, ſhall, if commiſſioned officers, be 
b brought before a court-martial, there to be public- 
ly and ſeverely reprimanded by the Preſident; if 
non- commiſſioned officers or ſoldiers, every perſon 
ſo offending, ſhall, for his firſt offence forfeit one 
ſixth of a dollar, to be deducted out of his next 
pay; for the ſecond offence, he (hall not only for- 
feit a like ſam, but be confined for twenty-four K 
hours; and for every like offence, ſhall ſuffer and 
pay in like manner, which money ſo forfeited ſhall 
be applied to the uſe of the fick ſoldiers of the troop 
or company to which the offender belongs. 


Art. 3. Whatſoever non-commiſſioned officer or 
ſoldier ſhall uſe any profane oath or execration, ſhall 
incur the penalties expreſſed in the foregoing arti- | 
cle ; and if a commiſſioned officer be thus guilty of 
profane curſing or ſwearing, he ſhall forfeit and | 

for each and every ſuch. offence, the ſum of 
Four ſhillings, lawful money, 


Art. 4. 35 officer or folding, who ſhall behave 
himſelf with Arad or diſteſpect towards the 
General or Generals, or Commanders in Chief of 
the-Continental Forces, or ſhall ſpeak falſe words, 
tending to his, or their hurt, or diſhonour, ſhall be 
puniſhed, according to the nature of his offence, 
by the judgment of a general Court-Martial. 1 
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Art. 5, Any officer or ſoldier, who ſhall begin, 
excite, cauſe or join in any mutiny or ſedition, m 
the regiment, troop, or company, to which he be- 
longs, or in any other regiment, troop or com- 
pany of the Continental Forces, either by land or 
tea, or in any part, poſt, detachment, or guard, on 
any pretence whatſoever, ſhall ſuffer ſuch puniſh- 
ment as by a general court martial ſhall be ordered. 


Art. 6. Any officer, non-commiſhoned officer, 
or ſoldier, who being preſent at any mutiny or ſe- 
dition, does not uſe his utmoſt endeavours to ſup- 
preſs the ſame, or coming to the knowledge of any 
matiny, or intended mutiny, does not, without 
delay, give information thereof to the commanding 
officer, ſhall be puniſhed by order of a general 


court martial, according to the nature of his 
offence. 


Art. 7. Any officer, or ſoldier, who ſhall ſtrike 
his ſuperior officer, or draw or offer to draw, or 
thall lift up any weapon, or offer any violence 
againſt him, being in the execution of his office, 
on any pretence whatſoever, or ſhall diſobey any 
lawful commands of his ſuperior officer, ſhall ſuf- 
fer ſuch puniſhment as ſhall, according to the na- 


tore of his offence, be ordered by the ſentence ofa 


general court-martial, 


Art. 8. Any non-commiſhoned officer or ſoldier, 
who ſhall deſert, or without leave of his commanding 
officer, abſent himſelf from the troop or company to 


which 
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which he belongs, or from any detachment of 
the . ſame, ſhall, upon being, convicted thereof, 
be puniſhed. according, to the nature of his of 
fence, at the diſcretion of a general court- mar- 
bn : 1 1e | 
Art. 9. Whatſoever officer or ſoldier ſhall be 
convicted of having adviſed: or , perſuaded any 
other officer or foldier to deſart, ſnall ſuffer ſuck 
puniſhment as ſhall be ordered by the ſentence of 
a general courtimartial;- - 3 96 
Art. 10. All officers, of what condition ſo- 
ever, ſhall have power part and quell all quars 
rels, frays, and diſorders, though the perſons 
concerned ſhould belong to another | regimetits 
troop. or company; and either order officers to be 
arreſted, or non commiſſioned officers or ſoldiers 
to be confined. and itapriſoned, till their proper 
ſuperior officers ſhall be acquainted therewith; 
and whoever ſhall refuſe to obey ſuch officer (tho 
of an inferior rank) of ſhall draw; his ſword-upan 
him, ſhall be puniſhed. at the diſeretion of a ge- 
neral court=martial, _- - LT 95601 diane 
Art. 11, No officer or ſoldier | ſhall uſe. any 
reproachful or provoking ſpeeches or geſtures to 
another; nor ſhall preſume to ſend a challenge to 
any perſon to fight 4 dyel : And whoever ſhall 
knowingly and willingly ſuffer any perſon what- 
ſoever to go forth to fight a duel ; or ſhall ſe- 
cond, .promote, or carry any challenge, ſhall be 
Fave ig principal: And whatſoever officer 
or ſoldier ſhall upbraid another for refuſing a 
challenge, ſhall alſo be conſidered as a chal- 
lenger : And all ſuch offenders, in any of theſe 
or ſuch like caſes, ſhall be puniſhed at the diſ- 
cretion of a general court-martaal. 


0 Art. 
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Art. 12. Every officer commanding in quar- 
ters, or on a march, ſhall keep good order, and, 
to the utmoſt of bis power, redreſs all ſuch abu- 
fes or diforders which may be committed by any 
officer or ſoldier under his command: If upon 
any complaint being made to him, of officers or 
foldiers beating, or other wiſe ill- treating any per- 
fm, or of committing any kind of riot, to the 
diſquieting of the inbabitents of this continent; 
he the ſaid commander, who ſhall refuſe or omit 
to ſee juſtire done on the offender or. offenders, 
and reparation made to the party or parties injur- 
ed; as far as the offenders wages ſhall enable him 
or them, ſhall, upon due proof thereof, be pu- 
niſhed as ordered by a general court-martial, in 
fach manner as if he himſelf had committed the 
Cn 0 or diſorders of. 


. 13. If wy officet ſhould think pimlelf to 
be wronged by his -Col6neT of the commanding 
officer of the regiment, and ſhall, upon due ap- 
- plication made to him, be refuſed to be redreſſed, 
he may complain to the General or Commander 


in Chief of the Continental Forces; in order to 


obtain: juſtice, who is hereby required to examine 
_ ſaid A, 7 ſee that juſtice be 


; "tes. I4 II any inferior officer © or coldier, that 
think bimfelf wronged by his Captain or other 
officer commanding the troop or company to 
which he belongs, he is to complain thereof to 
the commanding officer of the regiment, who is 
hereby 
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hereby required to ſummon a regimental court- 
martial, for the doing juſtice to the complainaar; 
from which regimental court-martial, either 


party may, if he thinks himſelf ſtill aggrieved, 


appeal to a general court- martial; but it, upon 
a ſecond hearing, the appeal. ſhall appear to be 
vexatious and groundleſs, the perſon ſo appeal- 


ing, ſhall be puniſhed at the eee of the go» 
neral court-martial. | 


en. Whatſoever n officer 
or ſoldier, ſhall be convicted, ata: regimental 
court-martial, of having ſold, or deſignedly, or 
through neglect waſted the ammunition, arms, or 
proviſions, or other military ſtores, delivered 10 
him, to be employed in the ſervice of this con- 


tinent, ſhall if an officer, be reduced to a pri- 


vate centinel ; and if a private ſoldier, ſhall ſuffer 
ſuch puniſhment as ſhall be ordered by a regi- 
mental court- martial. 


Art. 16. All . officers RE) 
ſoldiers, who ſhall be found one mile from the 
Camp, without leave in writing from their com- 
manding officer, ſhall ſuffer ſuch puniſhment as 
ſhall be inflicted on him or them * the ſentence 
of a regiment court-martial. 


A 


Art. 17. No officer'or- ſohlies ſhall lie out of 


his quarters, or camp, without leave from the 
commanding officer of the regiment, upon pe- 


nalty of being puniſhed according to the nature 


of his offence, by order of a regents! court- 
martial. 
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Art. 18. Every non-commitſioned officer and 
ſoldier ſhall retire to his quarters, or tent, at the 
beating of the retreat; in default of which, he 
ſhall be puniſhed according to the nature of his 
offence, by order of the commanding officer. 


Art. 19. No officer, non-commiſſioned offi- 
cer or ſoldier ſhall fail of repairing, at the 
time fixed, to the place of parade or exer- 
ciſe, or other rendezvous appointed by the com- 
manding officer, if not prevented by ſickneſs, 
or ſome other evident neceſſity; or ſhall go 
from the ſaid. place of rendezvous, or from his 
guard, without leave from his commanding of- 
ficer, before he ſhall be regularly diſmiſſed or 
relieved, on penalty of being puniſhed accord- 
ing to the nature of his offence, by the ſentence 
of a regimental court-martial. 


Art. 20. Whatſoever commiſſioned officer ſhall 
be found drunk on his guard, party or duty, un- 
der arms, ſhall be caſhiered for it; any non- 
commiſſioned officer or ſoldier, ſo offending, 
ſhall ſuffer ſuch puniſhment as ſhall be or- 
dered by the ſentence of a regimental court- 
martial. 


Art. 21. Whatſoever centinel ſhall be found 


ſleeping upon his poſt, or ſhall leave it before he 
ſhall be regularly relieved, ſhall ſuffer ſuch pu- 
niſhment as ſhall be ordered by ** ſentence of a 
general court- martial. | 


Art. 22. Any perſon 8 to e 
al Army, who by e g of fire - arms, beating 
To of 
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of drums, or by any other means whatſoever, ſhall 
occaſion falſe alarms, in camp. or quarters, ſhall 
ſuffer ſuch puniſhment as ſhall be ordered by the 
ſentence of a general court- martial. 


Art. 23. Any officer or ſoldier, who ſhall, with- 
out urgent neceſſity, or without leave of his ſupe- 
rior officer, quit his platoon or diviſion, ſhall be 
puniſhed according to the nature of his of- 
fence, by the ſentence of a regimental court- 
martial. 


Art. 24. No officer or ſoldier ſhall do violence, 
or offer any inſult, or abuſe, to any perſon whe 
ſhall bring proviſions, or other neceſſaries, to the 
camp, or quarters of the continental army; any 
officer or ſoldier ſo offending, ſhall, upon com- 
plaint being made to the commanding officer, ſuf- 
fer ſuch puniſhment as ſhall be ordered by a regi- 
mental court- martial. | 


Art. 25. Whatſoever officer or ſoldier ſhall 
ſhamefully abandon any poſt committed to his 
charge, or ſhall ſpeak words inducing others to 
do the like, in time of an engagement, ſhall ſuf- 
fer death immediately. n 

Art. 26. Any perſon belonging to the continental 
army, who ſhall make known the watch- word to 
any perſon who is not intitled to receive it, ac- 
cording to the rules and diſcipline of war, or ſhall 
preſume to give a parole, or watch- word, diffe- 
rent from what he received, ſhall ſuffer death, or 
ſuch other puniſhment as ſhall be ordered by the 
ſenence of a genera] court- martial. 

Art. 27. Whoſoever, belonging to the continen- 
tal army, ſhall relieve the enemy with money, 
3 victuals, 


Wi; 9 


victuals, or:ammunition ;. or ſhall knowingly har- 
bout or protect an enemy, ſhall ſuffer ſuch puniſh- 


ment as by a general court- martial ſhall be or- 
dered. | 


Art. 28. Whoſoever, belonging to the conti- 
nental army, ſhall be convicted of holding corre- 
ſpondence with, or of giving intelligence to the 
enemy, either ciretly or indirectly, thall ſuffer 
ſuch puniſhment as by a general court-martial 


thall be ordered. 


Art. 29. All public ſtores taken in the enemy's 
camp or magazines, whether of artillery, ammu— 
nition, cloathing or proviſions, ſhall be ſecured 
for the uſe of the United Colonies. 


Art. zo. If any officer or ſoldier ſhall leave his 
poſt or colours, in time of an engagement, to go 
in ſearch of plunder, he ſhall, upon being con- 
victed thereof before a general court-martial, ſuffer 
ſuch puniſhment as by ſaid court-martial ſhall 
be ordered. 


Art. zi. If any commander of any poſt, in- 
trenchment, or fortreſs, ſhall be compelled by the 
officers or ſoldiers under his command to give it 


up to the enemy, or to abandan it, the commiſ- 


fioned officer, non- commiſſioned-officers or fol- 
diers who ſhall be convicted of having ſo offended, 
ſhall ſuffer death, or ſuch other puniſhment as 
may be inflicted upon them by the ſentence of a 
general cnn.” GS 

Art. Za. All ſuttlers and retailers to a camp, 
and all perſons whatſoever, ſerving with the con- 
tinental army in the ſield, though not inliſted 
{oldiers,” are to be ſubject to the articles, rules, 
and regulations of the continentab army. 


Art. 
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Art. 33. No general court- martial ſhall confiſt 
of a leſs number than thirteen, none of which 
{hall be under the degree of a commiſſioned of- 
ficer; and the preſident ſhall be à field officer's 
And the preſident of each and evety courts 
martial, whether general or ' regimental, ſhall 
have power to adminiſter an oath to every wit- 
neſs, in order to the -trial of offenders. And 
the members of all coucts-martial ſhall be duly 
{worn by the preſident ; and the next in rank on 
the court- martial ſhall eier the oath to 5 


preſident. 


Art. 34. The bee both of Neuere and 
regimental courts-martial, ſhall, when | belongs 
ing to different corps, take the ſame rank which 
they hold in the army; but when courts- martial 
ſhall be compoſed of - officers of one corps, 
they ſhall take their ranks according to their 
commiſſions by. which, they are Amed in the 
ſaid Corps. | 231550 iT 116::5fx 


Art. z 5. All the mechbete of a court-mavtial 
are to behave with calmneſs, decency, and ima 
partiality; and in giving of their votes, are to 
begin with the youngeſt or loweſt uy, | commiſ- 
fon. - 


Art. 36, No field officer ſhall be "tried by any 
perſon EK the depree of a captain ; nor ſhall 
any proceedings or trials be carried on, except- 
ing between the hours of eight in the morning, 
and three in the afternoon, except in caſes which 
require an immediate example. 


Art. 37. The commiſſioned officers of every 
regiment may, by the appointment of their colo- 
nel or commanding officer, hold regimental 

N courts- 
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courts-martial for the enquiring ihts ſuck diſ- 
putes or criminal matters as may come before 
them, and for the infiFing corporal. puniſh- 
ments, for ſmall offences, and ſhall give judg- 
ment, by the majority of voices; but no ſeri- 
tence ſhall be executed till the commanding officer 
(not being a member of the court-martial) ſhall 
have confirmed the ſame. | 

Art. 38. No regimental court- martial ſhall 
conſiſt of leſs than five officers, excepting in 
caſes where that number cannot be conveniently 
aſſembled, when three may be ſufficient; who 
are likewiſe to determine upon the ſentence by 
the majority' of voices; which ſentence is to be 
confirmed by the commanding officer, not being 
a member of the court- martial. 


dent companies, may aſſemble icdurts- martial for 
t ie trial of offenders in the fame manner as if 
they were regimental, whoſe ſentence: is not to 
be executed till it ſhall be confirmed by the ſaid 


commanding officer. 


Art. 40. No perion whatſoever ſhall -ufe me- 
nacing words, ſigns, or geſtures in the preſence 
of a court-martial then fitting, or (hall cauſe any 
diſorder or riot, to as to diſturb their proceeding, 
on the penalty of being puniſhed at the diſcretion 
of the ſaid court- martial. 


Art. 41. To the end that offenders may be 
brought to juſtice; whenever any officer or ſol- 
dier ſhall commit a crime deſerving puniſhment, 

2 he 
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he ſhall by his commanding/ officer, if an officer, 


be put in arreſt; if a non-commiſſioned officer or 
ſoldier, be impriſoned till he ſhall be either tried 


by a court martial, or-ſhall be lawfully NI 
by proper authority, 


Art. 42. No officer or ſoldier who ſhall be put 
in arreſt, or impriſonmeat, ſhall continue in his 
confinement more than eight days, or till ſuch 


time as a court-martial can be conveniently al- 
ſembled. 


Art. 43. No officer commanding a guard, or 
provoſt marſhal], ſhall retuſe to receive or keep any 
priſoner committed to his charge, by an officer be- 
longing to the continental forces; which officer 
ſhall at the ſame time deliver an account in writing, 
figned by himſelf, of the crime with which the 
ſaid priſoner is charged, 


Art. 44. No officer commanding a guard, or 
provoſt marſhal, ſhall preſume to, releaſe any pri- 
ſoner committed to his charge, without proper au- 
thority for ſo doing; nor ſhall he ſuffer any priſoner 
to eſcape, on the penalty of being 2 for it, 
by the ſentence of a general court- martial. 


Art 45. Every officer or provoſt marſhal, to 
whoſe charge priſoners ſhall be committed, is here- 
by required, within twenty-four hours after ſuch 
commitment, or as ſoon as he ſhall be relieved 
from his guard, to give in writing to the colonel of 
the regiment to whom the priſoner belongs (where 
the priſoner is confined upon the guard belonging to 
the ſaid regiment, and that his offence only relates 


| to the neglect of duty in his own corps, ) or to the 


commander 
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commander in chief, their names, their crimes, and 
the names of the officers who committed them, on 
the penalty of being puniſhed for his diſobedience 
or neglect, at the diſcretion of a general court» 
martial, | 


Art. 46. And if any officer under arreſt ſhall 
leave his confinement before he is ſet at liberty by 
the officer who confined him, or by a ſuperior 
power, he ſhall be caſhiered for it. 


Art. 47, Whatſoever commiſſioned officer ſhall 
be convicted before a general court-martial, of be- 
having in a ſcandalous infamous manner, ſuch as is 
unbecoming the character of an officer and a gen- 
tleman, ſhall be diſcharged from the ſervice. 


Art. 48. All officers, conductors, gunners, ma- 
troſſes, drivers, or any other perſons whatſoever, 
receiving pay or hire, in the ſervice of the conti- 


neatal artillery, ſhall be governed by. the aforeſaid 


rules and articles, and ſhall be ſubject to be tried by 


courts-martial, in like manner with the officers and 


ſoldiers of the continental troops, 


Art. 49. For differences ariſing among them- 
ſelves, or in matters relating ſolely to their own 


corps, the courts- martial may be compoſed of their 


own officers ; but where a number ſufficient of ſuch 
officers cannot be aſſembled, or in matters wherein 


other corps are intereſted, the officers of artillery 


ſhall fit in courts-martial, with the officers of the 
other corps. 


Art. 50. All crimes not capital, and all di ſor- 
ders and neglects, which officers and ſoldiers may 
bh 
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be guilty of, to the prejudice of good order and mi- 
litary diſcipline, though not mentioned in the articles 
of war, are to be taken cognizance of by a general 
or regimental court-martial, according to the nature 


and degree of the offence, and be puniſhed at their 
diſcretion. cud 


Art. 51. That no perſons ſhall be ſentenced by a 
court-martial to ſuffer death, except in the caſes 
expreſsly mentioned in the foregoing articles ; nor 
ſhall any puniſhment be inflicted at the diſcretion 
of a court-martial, other than degrading, caſhiering, 
drumming out of the army, whipping not exceed- 
ing 39 laſhes, fine not exceeding two months pay 


of the offender, impriſonment not exceeding one 
month, 1 | 


Art. ʒz. The field officers of each and every 
regiment are to appoint ſome ſuitable perſon belong- 

ing to ſuch regiment, to receive all ſuch fines as 
may ariſe within the ſame, for any breach of any 
of the foregoing articles, and ſhall direct the ſame 
to be carefully and properly applied to the relief of 
ſuch ſick, wounded, or neceſſitous ſoldiers, as be- 
long to ſuch regiment ; and ſuch perſon ſhall account 
with ſuch officer for all fines received, and the ap- 
plication thereof. 


Art. 53, All members fitting in courts-martial 
ſhall be ſworn by the Preſident of ſaid courts, 
which Prefident ſhall himſelf be ſworn by the 
officer in ſaid court next in rank :—The oath to be 
adminiſtered previous to their proceeding to the trial 
of any offender, in form following, viz. 
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te You A. B. fwear that you will well and trul, 


try, and impartially determine the cauſe of the pri- 
ſoner now io be tried, according to the rules for re- 
gulating the Continental Army. So help you 
God,” | 


Art. 54. All perſons called to give evidence, in 


any Caſe, before a court-martial, who ſhall refuſe 


to give evidence, ſhall be puniſhed for ſuch refuſal, 
at the d ſcretion of ſuch court- martial. The oath 


to be adminiſtered in the following form, viz. 


& You ſwear the evidence you ſhall give in the caſe 
rob in hearing, ſhall be the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, So help you God.” 


Art. 55. Every officer commanding a regiment, 
troop, or company, ſhall, upon notice given to 
him by the commiſſary of the muſters, or from one 
of his deputies, aſſemble the regiment, troop, or 
company under his command, in the next conve- 
nient place for their being muſtered. 


Art. 56. Every colonel or other field officer, or 
officer commanding any corps, to which there is no 
field officer, and actually reſiding with it, may 
give forloughs to non-commiſſioned officers and 
ſoldiers, in ſuch numbers, and for ſo long a time, 
as he ſhall judge to be moſt conſiſtent with the 
good of the ſervice; but no non- commiſſioned of- 
ficer or ſoldier ſhall, by leave of his captain, or 
inicrior officer, commanding the troop or com- 
pany (his field officer not being preſent) be abſent 
above twenty days in fix months, nor ſhall more 

than 
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than two private men be abſent at the ſame time 
from their troop or company, excepting ſome ex- 
traordinary occaſion ſhall require it, of which 
occaſion the field officer preſent with, and com- 


manding the regiment or independant corps, is to 
be judge. 


Art. 57. At every muſter the commanding of- 
ficer of each regiment, troop, or company, then 
preſent, ſhall give to the commiſſary of muſters 
certificates ſigned by himſelf, ſignifying how long 
ſuch officers, non-commiſſioned officers, and ſol- 
diers, who ſhall not appear at the ſaid muſter, have 
been abſent, and the reaſon of their abſence; 
which reaſons, and the time of abſence, ſhall be 
inſerted in the muſter rolls, oppoſite to the reſpec- 
tive names of ſuch abſentees : The ſaid certificates 
ſhall, together with the muſter rolls, be by the 


faid commiſſary tranſmitted to the General, and to 
this or any future Congreſs of the United Colonies, 


or Committee appointed thereby, within twenty 
days next after ſuch muſter being taken ; on failure 
whereof, the commiſſary ſo offending, ſhall be diſ- 
charged from the ſervice. | | 


Art. 58. Every officer who ſhall be convicted 
before a general court-martial of having ſigned a 
falſe certificate, relating to the abſence of either 


officers, non- commiſſioned officer, or private ſoldier, 
ſhall be caſhiered. | 


Art. 59. Every officer who ſhall knowingly 


make a falſe muſter of man or horſe, and every of- 
ficer or commiſſary, who ſhall willingly ſign, direct, 


Or 


E 
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or allow the ſigning of the muſter-rolls, wherein 
ſuch falſe muſter is contained, ſhall, upon proof 
made thereof, by two witneſſes, before a general 
court-martial be caſhiered, and moreover forfeit all 


ſuch pay as may be due to him at the time of con- 
viction for ſuch offence. 


Art. 60. Any commiſſary who ſhall be convicted 
of having taken any gift or gratuity on the mu- 
ſtering any regiment, troop or company, or on the 
ſigning the muſter rolls, ſhall be diſplaced from his 
office, and forfeit his pay as in the preceding article. 

Art. 61. Any officer who ſhall preſume to mu- 
ſter any perſon as a ſoldier, who is at other times 
accuſtomed to wear a livery, or who does not actu- 
ally do his duty as a ſoldier, ſhall be deemed guilty 
of having made a falſe muſter, and ſhall ſuffer ac- 
cordingly. | 

Art. 62. Every officer who ſhall knowingly make 
a falſe return to the commander in chief of the 


American forces, or to any his ſuperior officer, au- 


thorifed to call for ſuch returns, of the ſtate of the 
regiment, troop, independent company, or garriſon, 
under his command, or of arms, ammunition, 
cl-athing or other ſtores thereunto belonging, ſhall, 
by a court-martial, be caſhiered. 


Art. 63. The commanding officer of every regi- 
ment, troop, independent company, or garriſon, in 
the ſervice aforeſaid, ſhall, in the beginning of every 
month remit to the commander in chief of ſaid 

forces an exact return of the ſtate of the regiment, 
troop, independent company, or garriſon under his 
command, ſpecifying the names of the officers not 
then reſiding at their poſts, and the reaſon for, and 

time 
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time of their abſence: Whoever ſhall be convicted 
of having, through neglect or deſign, omitted the 
ſending ſuch returns, ſhall be puniſhed according 


to the nature of his crime by the judgment of a ge- 
neral court- martial. 


Art. 64. No ſuttler ſhall be permitted to ſell 
any kind of liquors or victuals, or to keep their 
houſes or ſhops open, for the entertainment of 
ſoldiers, after nine at night, or before the beating 
of the reveilles, or upon Sundays, during divine 


ſervice or ſermon, on the penalty of being diſmiſſed 
from all future ſuttling. 


Art. 65. All officers commanding in the camp, 
or in any "ov barracks, or garriſons, are hereby re- 
quired to ſee that the perſons permitted to ſuttle, 
ſhall ſupply the ſoldiers with good and wholeſome 


proviſions at a reaſonable price, as they ſhall Bs 
anſwerable for their neglect, 


Art. 66. No officers commanding in any camp, 


garriſons, forts or bartacks, ſhall either themſelves 


exact exorbitant prices for houſes or ſtalls, let out | 
to ſuttlers, or ſhall connive at the like exactions in 
others, nor lay any duty or impoſitions upon, or be 
intereſted in the ſale of ſuch victuals, liquors, or 
other neceſſaries of life, which are brought into 


the camp, garriſon, fort, or barracks, for the uſe of 
the ſoldiers, on the penalty of Aan diſcharged 


from the ſervice. 


Art. 67. That the General, or Commander in 
Chief for the time being, ſhall bave full power of 


pardoning 
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pardoning, or mitigating any of the puniſhments 
ordered to be inflicted, for any of the offences men- 
tioned in the foregoing articles; and every offen- 
der convicted as aforeſaid, by any regimental court- 
martial, may be pardoned, or have his puniſhment 
mitigated by the Colonel, or officer commanding 
the regiment, 


Art. 68. When any commiſſioned officer ſhall 
happen to dic, or be killed in the ſervice of the 
United Colonies, the Major of the regiment, or the 
officer doing the Major's duty in his abſence, ſhall 
immediately ſecure all his effects, or equipage then 
in camp or quarters ; and ſhall before the next re- 
gimental court-martial, make an inventory theieof, 
and forthwith tranſmit to the office of the Secretary 
of the Congreſs, or Aſſembly of the province in 
which the corps is ſtationed, or ſhall happen to be 
at the time of the death of ſuch officer; to the 
end, that his executors may, after payment of his 
debts in quarters, and interment, receive the over- 
plus, if any be, to his or cheir uſe. 


Art. 69. When any non- commiſſioned officer or 
private ſoldier ſhall happen to die, or be killed in the 
ſervice of the United Colonies, the then com- 
manding officer of the troop or company, ſhall, in 
the preſence of two other commiſſioned officers, 
take an account of whatever effects he dies poſſeſſed 
of, and tranſmit the ſame, as in the caſe above pro- 
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vided for, in order that the ſame may be ſecured 
for, and paid to their reſpective repreſentatives.* 


in CONGRESS, November 7, 1775. 


Reſolved, That the following additions and alterations of 
amendments, be made in the RULES and REGULATIONS 
of the Continental Army, viz. | | | 

1. All perſons convicted of holding a treacherous corteſpon- 
dence with, or giving intelligence to the enemy, ſhall ſuffer 
death, or ſuch other puniſhment as a general court-martial 
Mall think proper. r e e "Oe 
2. All commiſſioned officers found guilty by a general court= 
martial of any fraud cr embezzlement, ſhall forfeit all his pay, 
oy ipſo facto caſhired, and deemed unfit for farther ſervice as an 
officer. h | 

3. All non- commiſſioned officers and ſoldiers convicted before 
a regimental court-martial of ſtealing, embezzling or deſtroy 
ing ammunition, proviſions, tools or any thing belonging to 
the public ſtores, if a non- commiſſioned officer, to be reduced 
to the ranks, and puniſhed with wipping, not leſs than fifteen, 
nor more than thirty-nine laſhes, at the diſcretion of the court= 
martial; if a private ſoldier, with the ſame corporal paniſh« 
8 EIT 
4. In all caſes where a commiſſioned officer is caſhiered for 


cowardice or fraud, it be added in the puniſhment, that the 


crime, name, place of abode, and puniſhment of the delinquent 
be publiſhed" in the News-papers, in and about the Camp, and 
of that Colony from which the offender came or uſually reſides? 
After which it ſhall be deemed ſcandalous in any officer to 
aſſociate with him ed. 

F. Any officer or ſoldier, who ſhall begin, excite, cauſe, or 
join in any mutiny or ſedition in the regiment, troop, or com- 
pany to which he belongs, or in any other regiment, troop, 
or company of the continental forces, either by land or ſea, 


or in any party, poſt, detachment, or guard, on any pretence 


whatſoever, ſhall ſuffer death or ſuch other puniſhment as a 
genera] court- martial ſhall direct. _ Lk INTL 
6. Any officer or ſoldier who ſhall deſert to the enemy, and 
afterwards. be taken, ſhall ſuffer death, or ſuch other puniſh- 
ment as a general court-martial ſhall direct. | 
7. Whatſoever commiſſioned officer ſhall be found drunk on 
his guard, party, or other duty under arms, ſhall be caſhiered 
and drummed out of the army with infamy ; any non- com- 
miſſioned officer or ſoldier, ſo | ihe ſhall be ſentenced ” 


” oe" n 5 * 8 Rad 3 . 
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| Ordered, That Mr. Deane, Mr. Cuſhing and 


Mr Hewes, be a Committee to reviſe them tor the 
preſs, and to get them printed. 


be whipt, not leſs than twenty nor more than thirty- nine laſhes, 
according to the nature of the offence. Ry s 
8. Whatſoever officer or ſoldier, placed as. centinal, ſhall 
be found fleeping upon his poſt, or ſhall leave it before he ſhall 
be regularly relieved, if a commiſſioned officer, ſhall be caſh- 
iered and drummed out of the army with infamy; if a non» 
mi ſſioned officer or ſoldier, ſhail be ſentenced to be whipped, 
* lefs than ttbeniy nor more than Hirty- nine laſhes, according 


o the nature of the offence. : WP 

9. No officer or ſoldier ſhall lie out of his quarters or camp, 
without leave from the commanding officer of the regiment, 
upon penalty, if any officer, of being mulcted one month's 
pay for the firſt offence, and caſhiered for the ſecond ;, if a non- 
commiſſioned officer or ſoldier, of being confined: ſeven days 
on bread and water for the firſt offence, and the ſame puniſh 
ment and. à forfeiture of a week's pay for the ſecond  _ 
10. Whatſoever officer or foldier ſhall miſbehave himſelf 
before the enemy, or ſhamefully abandon any poſt committed 
to his charge, or ſtrall ſpeak words inducing others to do the 
like, ſhall: juffer death, | + fond at nts 2 arc g 
II. All public ſtores taken in the enemy's camp or magazines, 
whether of artillery, ammunition, cloathing, or proviſions; 
mall be ſecured for the uſe of the United Colanies. And all 
commiffioned officers found. guilty by a general court-martial, 
of embezzling the ſame, or any of them, ſhall forfeit all his. 
pay, be ipſo ſucto caſhiered, and deemed unfit for farther ſeryice 
as an officer. And all non - commiſſioned oſſicers and ſoldiers, 
convicted before a regimental; eourt- martial of ſtealing or em- 
bezzling the ſame, if a non-commiſſioned officer, ſhall be re- 
duced to the ranks, and puniſhed with whipping, not leſs than 
fifteen, nor more than thirty-nine laſhes, at the Kieretion of the 
court martial, if a private ſoldier, with the ſame puniſhment... 
12. If any officer or ſoldier ſhall leave his poſt or colours, in 
time of an engagement, to go in ſearch of plunder, he ſhall, 


if a commiſſioned officer be caſhiered and drummed out of the 


army with infamy, and forfeit all ſhare of plunder; if a non- 
commiſſioned officer or ſoldier, be whipped, not lefs than 


nor more than thirty-nine laſhes, according to the nature 


twenty, 
of the offence, and forfeit all ſhare of plunder taken from the 
enemy. 
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13. Every 
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Reſolved, That the Congreſs will on Monday 
next reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole, 
to conſider the trade of thefe Colonies; * 
1 11 Every öfficer commanding a regiment, troop, or company, 
ſhall, upon notice given to him by the commiſſary of the 
muſters, or from one of his deputies, aſſemble the regiment, 
troop, or company under his command, in the next convenient 
place for their being muſtered, on penalty of his being caſhiered, 
and mulcted of his pay. 7 „ Ane mug 
14. At every muſter, the commanding officer of each re- 
giment, troop, or company, there preſent, ſhall give to the 
commiſſary of muſters % [ ſigned by himſelf, fignifying 
how long ſuch officers, non-· commiſſioned officers, and ſoldiers, 
who ſhalt nat appear at the ſajd muſter, have been abſent, and 
the reaſon of their abſence, which reaſons and the time of 
abſence, ſhall be inſerted in the muſter rolls, oppoſite to the 
names of ſuch abſentees: And the. ſurgeons or their mates, 
ſhall at the dame time give to the Commiſſary of muſters à cer- 
certificate ſigned by them, ſignifying the ſtate of health or fick- 
neſs of thoſe under their care, and the ſaid certificates ſhall; ter 
gether with the muſter rolls, be by the ſaid Commillary tfanſ- 
mitted to the General, and to this or any future Congreſs of 
the United Colonies or Committee appointed thereby, within 
twenty days next after ſuch muſter being taken, on failure 
whereof, the Commiſſary ſo offending, ſhall be diſcharged 
from the ſervice.. . .. 102 e e HW 28 00360 
15. Every officer who ſhall be convicted, before a general 
court-martial, of having ſigned a falſe certificate relating to 
the abſence of either officer, non- commiſſioned officer, or pri- 
vate ſoldier; and every Surgeon or Mate convicted of ſigning 
a falſe certificate, relating to the health or ſickneſs of thoſe 
under his care, ſhall be caſhi ere. 
16 All officers and ſoldiers who ſhall wilfully, or through 
negligence, diſobey any general or ſpecial orders, ſhall be 
ounithed at the diſcretion of a regimental court-martial, where 
the offence is againſt a regimental order, and at the diſcretion 
of a general court-martial, where the offence is againſt an order 
given from the commander in chief, or the commanding of- 
hcer of any detachment or poſt, and ſuch general caurt-ma:tial 
can be ha. 13 tries! 
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A number of letters and ſpeeches from the 
Stockbridge Indians were laid before the Congreſs 
and read. 5 | 

Reſolved, That the Committee for Indian affairs, 


do prepare proper talks to the ſeveral tribes of In- 


dians, for engaging the continuance of their friend- 
ſhip to us, and neutrality in our preſent unhappy 
diſpute with Great-Britain. 

Adjourned till to-morrow at g o'clock. 


SATURDAY, July 1, 1774. 
Met according to adjournment. * 

On motion made, Reſolved, That in caſe any 
agent of the miniſtry ſhall induce the Indian tribes, 
or any of them, to commit actual hoſtilities e 
theſe colonies, or to enter into an offenſive alliance 
with the Britiſh troops, thereupon the colonies ought 
to avail themſelves of an alliance with ſuch Indian 
nations as will enter into the ſame, to oppoſe ſuch 
Britiſh troops and their Indian allies. 

Letters being received by expreſs from General 
Schuyler, which required an immediate anſwer, 
were laid before Congreſs, and after due delibera- 
tion, an anſwer was returned, 

On motion made, Reſolved, That Lieutenant 
Patrick Moncrief have liberty to return to England, 
on giving his parole of honour, that he will not act 
againſt the Americans in the preſent controverſy 
between Great-Britain and theſe Colonies. 

Adjourned till Monday at ꝙ o'clock, 
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MON D AY, July 3, 1775. 


Met according to > adjournment. 
| Sfindry letters being laid before the Con — were 
read. 
Agreeable to the order of the day, che Congreſs 
reſolved itſelf into a committee of the whole, to 
conſider the trade of theſe colonies, and after == 
time, the Preſident reſumed the chair, and Mr. 
Ward reported a reſolution they had come to. 
The reſolution of the committee being read, 
was at the defire of the colony of South-Carolina, 
referred for farther conſideration till to-morrow. 
Adjourned till to-morrow at g o'clock. 


TUESDAY, July 4, 2775: 


Met according to adjournment. 

| The report from the committee of the whole, 
being reſumed and debated, was agreed to as follows: 

Reſolved, That two acts paſſed in the firſt ſeſſion 
of the preſent Parliament, the one entitled, An 
Act to reſtrain the trade and commerce of the pro- 
vince of Maſſachuſett's-Bay and New- Hampſhire, 
and colonies of Connecticut and Rhode-Ifland, and 


Providence Plantation, in North-America, to Great- 


Britain, Ireland and the Britiſh Iſlands in the Weſt- 
Indies; and to prohibit ſuch Provinces and Colo- 
nies from carrying on any fiſhery on the Banks of 
Newfoundland, or other places therein mentioned, 


under 


„ 


under certain conditions and limitations.” The 


other entitled, „ An Act to reſtrain the trade and 


commerce of the colonies of New- Jerſey, Pennſyl- 
vania, Maryland, Virginia and South-Carolina, to 
Great-Britain, Ireland and the Britiſh Iflands in the 


Welſt--Indies, under certain conditions and limita- 


tions,” are unconſtitutional, oppreſſive and cel; 


and that the commercial oppoſition of theſe colo- 
nies, to certain acts enumerated in the Aſſocia tion 
of the laſt Congreſs, ought to be made againſt theſe, 
until they are repealed. 

- Ordered, That the above be mda pub- 
liſhed. 

The petition to the King being again read, after 
ſome debate, the further conſideration of it was de- 
ferred till to-morrow. 

Adjourned till to-morrow at ꝙ o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY, July 5, 1775: 


Met according to adjournment. 

Several letters were laid before the Congreſs and 
read. 

It appearing that Governor Philip Skene and Mr. 
Lundy bave deſigns inimical to America, 

Ordered, That it be recommended to the Dele- 
gates of the colony of Pennſylvania, to have the 
order of Congreſs of the 27th of June laſt, reſpect- 
ing the ſending Governor Skene to Connecticut, 
immediately carried into execution, 

Reſolved, That Mr. Lundy be ſent under guard 
along with Governor Skene to Connecticut, there 
to be confined 1n the ſame manner as is ordered with 

reſpect to Governor okene. \ 


Reli ed, 
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Reſolved, That ſuch proviſion be made for the 
ſapport of Governor Skene and Mr. Lundy, as 
Governor Trumbull ſhall think proper, at the ex- 
pence of the United Colonies, 

Ordered, That. the Prefident write to Governor 
Trumbull on this ſubje&, and encloſe him the 
abave arders and reſolves. | 

The Congreſs then reſumed the confideration of 
the petition to the King, and the ſame being de- 
bated by paragraphs, was agreed to, and ordered to 
be engroſſed. 

Adqourned till to-morrow at g o'clock. 


THURSDAY, July 6, 1775. 


Met accoriiog to adjournment. 

The Congreſs took into conſideration the addreſs 
to the inhabitants of Great-Britain, and after . 
debate, the fame was re- committed. 

The committee to whom the declaration was re- 


commited brought in the ſame, which being again 


read and debated by paragraphs, was agreed to as 


follow]: 2253 =] 
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A DECLARATION by the REPRESENTATIVES 
of the United Colonies of North- Amerita, now 
met in Congreſs, at Philadelþhia, ſetting forth the 

cauſes and neceſſity of their taking up Arms. 


If it was poſſible for men, who exerciſe their 
reaſon to believe, that the Divine Author of our 
exiſtence, intended a part of the human race to hold 
an abſolute property in, and an unbounded power 
over others, marked out by his infinite goodneſs 
and wiſdom, as the objects of a legal domination 
never rightfully reſiſtable, however ſevere and op- 

reſſive, the inhabitants of theſe colonies might at 
Eat require from the Parliament of Great-Britain 
ſome evidence, that this - dreadful authority over 
them has been granted to that body. But a reve- 
rence for our great Creator, principles of humanity, 
and the dictates of common ſenſe, muſt convince 
all thoſe who reflect upon the ſubject, that govern- 
ment was inſtituted to promote the welfare of man- 
kind, and ought to be adminiſtered for the attain- 
ment of that end. The legiſlature of Great-Bri- 
tain, however, ſtimulated by an inordinate paſſion 
for a power not only unjuſtifiable; but which. they 
know to be peculiarly reprobated by the very con- 
ſtitution of that kingdom, and deſperate of ſucceſs 
in any mode of conteſt, where regard ſhould be had 
to truth, law or right, have at length, deſerting 
thoſe, attempted to effe& their cruel and impolitic 
purpoſe of enſlaving theſe colonies by violence, and 
have thereby rendered it neceſſary for us to cloſe 
with their laſt appeal, from Reaſon to Arms. 
et, however blinded that aſſembly may 
be, by their intemperate rage for 3 
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dominauon, fo to ſlight juſtice and the opinion of 
mankind, we eſteem ourſelves bound by obliga- 
tions of reſpect to the reſt of the world, to make 
known the juſtice of our cauſe. 


Our forefathers; inhabitants of the iſland of 
Great-Britain, left their native land, to ſeek on 
theſe thores a reſidence for civil and religious 
freedom. At the expence of their blood, at the 
bazard of their fortunes, without the leaſt charge 
to the country from which they removed, by un- 
ceaſing labour and an unconquerable ſpirit; they 
effected ſettlements in the diſtant and inhoſpitable 
wilds of America, then filled with numerous and 
warlike nations of barbarians.—Societies or go- 
vernments, veſted with perfect legiſlatures, were 
formed under charters from the crown, and an 
harmonious intercourſe was eſtabliſhed between 
the colomes and the kingdom from which the 
derived their origin. The mutual benefits of this 
union became in a ſhort time ſo extraordinary, as 
to excite aſtoniſhment. It is univerſally confeſſed, 
that the amazing increaſe of the wealth, ſtrength 


and navigation of the realm, aroſe from this 


ſource z and the miniſter, who ſo wiſely and ſuc- 
ceſsfully directed the meaſures of Great-Britain 
in the late war, publicly declared, that theſe co- 
lonies enabled her to triumph over her enemies. 
Towards the concluſion of that war, it pleaſed 
our ſovereign to make a change in his counſels, — 
From that fatal moment, the affairs of the Bri- 


tiſh empire began to fall into confuſion, and gra- 


dually ſliding from the ſummit of glorious proſ- 
perity, to which they had been advanced by the 
virtues and abilities of one man, are at length diſ- 
tracted by the convulſions, that now ſhake it to its 


deepeſt 
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deepeſt foundations. —The new miniſtry finding 
the brave foes of Britain, though frequently de- 
feated, yet ſtill contending, took up the unfor- 
tunate 1dea of granting them a haſty peace, and 
of then ſubduing her faithful friends. 


Theſe devoted colonies were judged to bein 


ſuch a ſtate, as to preſent victories without blood- 
ſhed, and all the eaſy emoluments of ſtatuteable 


plunder. — The uninterrupted tenor of their peace- 


able and reſpectful behaviour from the beginning 
of colonization, their dutiful, zealous and uſeful 
ſervices during the war, tho' ſo recently and am- 
ply acknowledged, in the moſt honourable manner 
by his Majeſty, by the late King, and by Parlia- 
ment, could not ſave them from the meditated 
innovations. — Parliament was influenced to adopt 
the pernicious project, and aſſuming a new power 
over them, have in the courſe of eleven years, 
given ſuch deciſive ſpecimens of the ſpirit and 
conſequences attending this power, as to leave no 
doubt concerning the effects of acquieſcence un- 
der it. They have undertaken to give and grant 
our money without our conſent, though we have 
ever exerciſed an excluſive right to diſpoſe of 
our own property; ſtatutes have been paſſed for 
extending the juriſdiction of courts of Admirelty 
and Vice Admiralty beyond their ancient limits; 
for depriving us of the accuſtomed and in- 
eſtimable privilege of trial by jury in caſes 
affecting both life and property ; for ſuſpend- 
ing the legiſlature of one of the colonies ; 
for interdicting all commerce to the capital 
of another; and for altering, fundamentally the 
form of government eſtabliſhed by charter, and 
ſecured by acts of its own 1 legiſlature ſolemnly 
confirmed 
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confirmed by the crown; for exempting the 
* murderers of coloniſts from legal trial, and in 
effect, from puniſhment ; for erecting in a neigh- 
bouring province, acquired by the joint arms of 
Great-Britain and America, a deſpotiſm dange- 
rous to our very exiſtence ; and for quartering ſol- 
diers upon the coloniſts in time of profound peace. 
It has alſo been reſolved in parliament, that co- 
loniſts charged with committing certain offences, 
ſhall be tranſported to England to be tried. 

But why ſhould we enumerate our injuries in 
detail ? By one ſtatute it is declared, that parlia- 
ment can * of right make laws to bind us in all 
caſes whatſoever.” What is to defend us againſt 
ſo enormous, ſo unlimited a power? Not a fin- 
gle man of thoſe who aſſume it, is choſen by us; 
or 18 ſubject to our controul or influence; but on 
the contrary, they are all of them exempt from 
the operation of ſuch laws, and an American 
revenue, if not diverted from the oſtenſible pur- 
poſes for which it is raiſed, would actually lighten 
their own burdens in proportion, as they increaſe 
ours. We ſaw the miſery to which ſuch deſpo- 
tiſm would reduce us. We for ten years inceſ- 
ſantly and ineffectually befieged the Throne as 
ſupplicants; we reaſoned, we remonſtrated with 
parliament in the moſt mild and decent language. 

Adminiſtration, ſenſible that we ſhould regard 
theſe oppreſſive meaſures as freemen ought to do, 
ſent over fleets and armies to enforce them. The 
indignation of the Americans was rouſed, it is 
true; but it was the indignation of a virtuous, loyal 
and affectionate people. A Congrefs of Dele- 
gates from the united colonies was aſſembled at 
Philadelphia, on the fifth day of laſt September. 
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Wie reſolved again to offer an humble and dutiful 
petition to the King, and alſo addreſſed our fel- 
low ſubjects of Great- Britain. We have purſued 
every temperate, every reſpectful meaſure, we 
have even proceeded to break off our commercial 
intercourſe with our fellow ſubjects, as the laſt 
peaceble admonition, that our attachment to no 
nation upon earth ſhould ſupplant our attach- 
ment to liberty, —This, we fattered ourſelves, 
was the ultimate ſtep of the controverſy : But 
fubicquent events have ſhewn, how vain was this 
hope of finding moderation in our enemies. 
Several threatening expreſſions againſt the Co- 
lonies were inſerted in his Majeſty” s Speech; our 
petition, though we were told it was a decent one, 
that his Majeſty had been pleaſed to receive. it gra- 
ciouſly, and to promiſe la ing it before his Par- 
liament, was huddled into both houſes among a 
bundle of American papers, and there neglected. , 
The Lo ds and Commons in their addreſs, in the 
month of February, ſaid, ** that a rebellion at 
that time actually exiſted within the province of 
Maſlachuleti's-Bay ; and that thoſe concerned in 
it, had been countenanced and encouraged by 
unlawful combinations and engagements, entered 
into by his Majeſty's ſubjects in ſeveral of the 
other Colonies; and therefore they beſought his 
Majeſty, that he would take the moſt effectual 
meaſures to inforce due obedience to the laws and 
authority of the ſupreme legiſlature.“ —Soon after, 
the commercial intercourſe of whole Colonies, 
with foreign countries, and with each other, was 
cut off by an act of Parliament; by another, 
ſeveral of them were entirely prohibited from 
the fiſheries in the ſeas near their coaſts, 
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on which they always depended for their 
ſuſtenance ; and large reinforcements of ſhips and 
troops were immediately ſent over to General 
Gage. 

Fruitleſs were all the intreaties, arguments, and 
eloquence of an illuſtrious band of the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed Peers and Commoners, who nobly and 
ſtrenuouſly aſſerted the juſtice of our cauſe, to 
ſtay, or even to mitigate the heedleſs fury with 
which theſe accumulated and unexampled out- 
rages were hurried on. —Equally fruitleis was the 
interference of the city of London, of Briſtol, and 
many other reſpectable towns in our favour. Par- 
liament adopted an infidious manœuvre calculated 
to divide us, to eſtabliſh a perpetual auction of tax- 
ations where Colony ſhould bid againſt Colony, 
all of them uninformed what rantom would re- 
deem their lives, and thus to extort from us, at 
the point of the bayonet, the unknown ſums that 
thould be ſufficient to gratify, if poſſible to grati- 
ſy, miniſterial rapacity, with the miſerable in- 
dulgence left to us of raiſing, in our own mode, 
the preſcribed tribute, What terms more rigid 
and humilating could have been dictated by re- 
morſeleſs victors to conquered enemies? In our 
circumſtances, to aceept them, would be to deſerve 
them. 

Soon after the intelligence of theſe proceedings 
arrived on this continent, General Gage, who in 
the courſe of the laſt year, had taken poſſeſſion of 
the town of Boſton, in the province of Maſſa- 
chuſctt's-Bay, and ſtill occupied it as a garriſon, 
on the 19th day of April, ſent out from that place 
a large detachment of his army, who made an 


unprovoked aſſault on the inhabitants of the ſaid 


province, at the town of Lexington, as appears by 
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the aſſidavits of a great number of perſons, ſome 
of whom were othcers and ſoldiers of that de- 
tachment, murdered eight of the inhabitants, and 
wounded many others. From thence the troops 
procceded in warlike array to the town of Con- 
cord, where they ſet upon another party of the 
inhabitants of the ſame province, killing ſeveral, 
and wounding more, until compelled to retreat by 
the country people ſuddenly aſſembled to repel 
this cruel aggreſſion. Hoſtilities, thus commenced 
by the Britiſh troops, have been ſince proſecuted 
by them without regard to faith or reputation, — 
The inhabitants of Boſton being confined within 
that town by the General their Governor, and 
having, in order to procure their diſmiſſion, en- 
tered into a treaty with him, it was ſtipulated that 
the ſaid inhabitants having depoſited their arms 
with their own magiſtrates, ſhould have liberty to 
depart, taking with them their other effects. They 
accordingly delivered up their arms, but in open 
violation of honour, in defiance of the obligation 
of treaties, which even ſavage nations eſteemed 
facred, the Governor ordered the arms depoſited as 


aforeſaid, that they might be preſerved for their 


owners, to be ſeized by a body of ſoldiers ; de- 
tained thie greateſt part of the inhabitants in the 
town, and compelled the few who were permitted 


to retire, to leave their moſt valuable effects 
behind. | 


By this perfidy, wives are ſeparated from their 


huſbands, children from their parents, the aged 
and the fick from their relations and friends, who 
with to attend and comfort them ; and thoſe who 
ave been uſed to live in plenty, and even ele- 
gance, are reduced to deplorable diſtreſs. 


The 
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The General further emulating his miniſterial 
maſters, by a proclamation bearing date on the 
12th day of June, after venting the groſſeſt falſe- 
hoods, and calumnics againſt the good people of 
theſe Colonies, procceds to“ declare them all, 
s either by name or deſcription, to be rebels and 
„ traitors, to ſuperſede the courſe of the com- 
* mon law, and inſtead thereof to publiſh and 
* order the uſe and exerciſe of the law martial.” 
His troops have butchered our countrymen ; have 
wantonly burnt Charleſtown, beſides a conſider- 
able number of houſes in other places; our ſhips 
and veſſels are ſeized; the neceſſary ſupplies of 
proviſions are intercepted, and he is exerting his 
utmoſt power to ſpread deſtruction and deveſtation 
around him. 

We have received certain intelligence, that Ge- 
neral Carleton, the governor of Canada, is inſtiga- 
ting the people of that province and the Indians 
to fall upon us; and we have but too much rea- 
ſon to apprehend, that ſchemes have been formed 
to excite domeſtic enemies againſt us. In brief, 
a part of theſe Colonies now feel, and all of them 
are ſure of feeling, as far as the vengeance of ad- 
miniſtration can inflict them, the complicated ca- 
lamities of fire, ſword, and famine.—We are re- 
duced to the alternative of chuſing an uncondi- 
tional ſubmiſſion to the tyranny of irritated mi- 
niſters, or reſiſtance by force. — The latter is our 
choice, We have counted the coſt of this con- 
teſt, and find nothing ſo dreadful as voluntary 
flavery.—Honor, juſtice, and humanity forbid us 
tam: ly to ſurrender that freedom which we re- 
ceived from our gallant anceſtors, and which our 
innocent poſterity have a right to receive from us. 
We cannot endure the infamy and guilt of reſign- 
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ing ſucceeding generations to that wretchedneſs 
which inevitably awaits them, if we baſely entail 
hereditary bondage upon them. | 

Our cauſe is juſt. Our union is perfect. Our 
internal reſources are great, and if neceſſary, 
foreign aſſiſtance is unduubtedly attainable. We 
gratefully acknowledge, as ſignal inſtances of the 
Divine favour towards us, that his Providence 
would not permit us to be called into this ſevere 
controverſy, until we were grown up to our pre- 
ſent ſtrength, had been previouſly exercifed in 
warlike operations, and poſſeſſed of the means of 
defending ourſelves.—With hearts fortified with 
theſe animating reflexions, we molt ſolemnly, be- 
fore Gop and the world declare, that, exerting 
the utmoſt energy of thoſe powers, which our 
deneficient Creator hath graciouſly beſtowed upon 
us, the arms we have been compelled by our 


enemies to aſſume, we will, in defiance of every 


hazard, with unabating firmneſs and perſeverance, 
employ for the preſervation of our liberties, being 
with one mind reſolved, to die Freemen rather 
than to live Slaves. 3 hg 
| Left this declaration ſhould diſquiet the minds 
of our friends and fellow- ſubjects in any part of 
the empire, we aſſure them that we mean not 
to diſſolve that Union which has ſo long and 
to happily ſubſiſted between us, and which we 
fincerely wiſh to ſee reſtored. Neceſſity has 
not yet driven us into that deſperate meaſure, 
or induced us to excite any other nation to 
war againſt them. — We have not raiſed ar- 
mies with ambitious deſigns of ſeparating from 
G:eat-Britain, and eſtabliſhing independent ſtates, 
We fight not for glory or for conqueſt, We 
exhibit to mankind the remarkable ſpectacle of a 
people attacked by unprovoked enemies, without 
any 


8 
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any imputation, or even ſuſpicion, of offence. 
They boaſt of their privileges and civilization, 
and yet offer no milder conditions than ſervitude 
or death.— | RAS 5 

In our own native land, in defence of the free- 
dom that is our birth- right, and which we ever 
enjoyed till the late violation of it for the pro- 
tection of our property, acquired ſolely by the 
honeſt induſtry of our fore-fathers and ourſelves, - 
againſt violence actually offered, we have taken 
up arms. We ſhall lay them down when hoſti- 
lities ſhall ceaſe on the part of the aggreſſors, and 


all danger of their being renewed ſhall be remov- 
ed, and not before. 


With an humble confidence in the mercies of 


the ſupreme and impartial Judge and Ruler of 
the Univerſe, we moſt devotly implore his divine 
goodneſs to protect us happily through this great 
conflict, to diſpoſe our adverſaries to reconcilia- 
tion on reaſonable terms, and thereby to relieve 
the empire from the calamities of civil war. 

On a motion made, Reſolved, That a letter be 
prepared to the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Livery of the city of London, expreſſing the thanks 
of this Congreſs, for their virtuous and ſpirited 
oppoſition to the oppreſſive and ruinous ſyſtem of 
Colony Adminiſtration adopted by the Britiſh Mi- 
niſtry. "PP, 

Ordered, That the Committee appointe to 
draught an Addreſs to the people of Great-Bri- 
tain, do prepare this. whe | 

Adjourned till to-morrow at ꝙ o'clock. 
J 

Met according to adjournment, _ 

The Committee to whom the Addreſs to the 
people of Great-Britain wasre-committed, brought 

the ſame, which being again read and _ 

4 | ted, 


To: 
ted, the farther conſideration thereof was deferred 
till to-morrow. 


Adjourned till to-morrow at 9 o'clock. 


SATURDAY, err 8, 1775. 
Met according to adjournment. 
The petition to the King being 8 was 
compared at the table and ſigned by che Members 
reſent. 
To the KING's Moſt Excellent MAJESTY. 
Moſt gracious Sovereing, | 

WE your Majeſty's faithful ſubjects of the Co- 
lonies of New-Hampſhire, Maſſachuſett's- Bay, 
Rhode-Ifland, and Providence Plantations, Con- 
necticut, New-York, New-Jerſey, Pennſylva- 
nia, the 8 of New. Caſtle, Kent and Suſſex 
on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Caro- 
lina, and South-Carolina, in behalf of ourſelves, 
and the inhabitants of theſe Colonies, who have 
deputed us to repreſent them in General Congreſs, 
entreat your Majeſty's gracious attention to this 
our humble petition. 

The union between our Mother Country and 
theſe Colonies, and the energy or mild and Juſt 
government, produced benefits ſo remarkably 
important, and afforded ſuch an aſſurance of 
their permanency and increaſe, that the won- 


der and envy of other nations were excited, 


while they beheld Great-Britain riſing to a pow- 
er the moſt extraordinary, the world had ever 
known. 

Her rivals, obſerving that there was no pro- 
bability of this happy connection being broken 
by civil diſſentions and apprehending its future 
effects, if left any longer undiſturbed, - reſolved to 


prevent her receiving ſuch continual and formi- 
dable acceſſions of wealth and ſtrength, by check- 
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ing the growth of thoſe ſettlements from whic 
they were to be derived. EY 

In the proſecution of this attempt, events ſo 
unfavourable to the deſign took place, that every 
friend to the intereſt of Great=Britain and theſe 
Colonies, entertained -pleafing and reaſonable ex- 
pectations of ſeeing an additional force and exer- 
tioa immediately given to the operations of the 
union hitherto experienced, by an enlargement 
of the dominions of the crown; and the removal 
of ancient and warlike enemies to a greater diſ- 
tance, e k 2 

At the concluſion thereof of the late war, the 
moſt. glorious and advantageous that ever had 
been carried on by Britiſh Arms, your loyal co- 
loniſts, having contributed to its ſucceſs, by fuch 
repeated and ſtrenuous exertions, as frequently 
procured them the diſtinguiſhed approbation of 
your Majeſty, of the late King, and of Parlia- 
ment, doubted not, but that they ſhould be per- 
mitted, with the reſt of the empire, to ſhare in 
the bleſſings of peace, and the emoluments of 
victory and conqueſt, I, 
While theſe recent and honourable acknow- 
ledgements of their- merits remained on record 
in the journals and acts of that auguſt legiſla- 
ture, the Parliament, undefaced by the im- 
putation or even the ſuſpicion of any of- 
fence, they were alarmed by a new ſyſtem of 
ftatutes and regulations adopted for the admi- 
niſtration of the Colonies, that filled their minds 
with the moſt painful fears and jealouſies; and, 
to their inexpreſſible aſtoniſhment, perceived the 
danger of a foreign quarrel quickly ſucceeded by 
domeſtic danger, in their judgment of a more 
dreadful kind. * 
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Nor were theſe anxieties alleviated by any ten- 
dency in this ſyſtem to promote the welfare of 
their Mother Country: For though its effects 
were more immediately felt by them, yet its in- 
fluence appeared to be injurious to the commerce 
and proſperity of Great Britain. 

We ſhall decline the ungrateſul taſk of eſerib- 
ing the irkſome variety of artifices, practiſed by 
many of your Majeſty's miniſters, the deluſive 
pretences, fruitleſs terrors, and unavailing ſeveri- 
ties that have from time to time been dealt out by 
them, in their attempts to execute this impolitic 
plan, or of tracing through a ſeries of years paſt 
the progreſs of the unhappy differences between 
Great Britain and theſe Colonies, that have flowed 
from this fatal ſource, _ 

Your Majeſty's miniſters, perſevering in their 
meaſures, and proceeding to open hoſtilities for 
enforcing them, have compelled us to arm in our 
own defence, and have engaged us in a contro- 
verſy fo peculiarly abhorrent to the affections of 
your {till faithful Coloniſts, that when we conſi- 
der whom we muſt oppoſe in this conteſt, and if 
it continues, what may be the conſequences, our 
own particular misfortunes are accounted by us 
only as parts of our diſtreſs. 

Knowing 'to what violent reſentments and in- 
curable animoſities, civil diſcords are apt to exaſ- 
perate and inflame the contending parties, we 


think ourſelves required by indiſpenſible obliga- 
tions to Almighty God, to your Majeſty, to our 


fellow-ſubjects, and to ourſelves, immediately to 
uſe all the means in our power, not incompatible 
with our ſafety, for ſtopping the further effuſion 
of blood, and for averting the impending; — 
ties that threaten the Britiſh empire. 

Thus called upon to addreſs your Majeſty or on 
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affairs of ſuch moment to America, and probably 
to all your dominions, we are earneſtly deſirous 
of performing this office, with the utmoſt defe- 
rence for your Majeſty ; and we therefore pray, 
that your Majeſty's royal magnanimity and benevo- 
tence may make the moſt favourable conſtrue- 
tions of our expreſſions on ſo uncommon an oc- 
caſion. Could we repreſent, in their full force, 
the ſentiments that agitate the minds of us your 
dutiful ſubjects, we are perſuaded, your Majeſty 
would aſcribe any ſeeming deviation from reve- 
rence in our language, and even in our conduct, 
not to any reprehenſible intention, but to the 
impoſſibility of reconciling the uſual appearances 
of reſpect with a juſt attention to our own preſer- 
vation againſt theſe artful and cruel enemies, who 
abuſe your royal confidence and authotity, for the 
purpoſe of affecting our deſtruQtion. 

Attached to your Majeſty's perſon, family, and 
government, with all devotion that principle and 
affection can inſpire, connected with Great Bri- 
tain by the ſtrongeſt ties that can unite ſocieties, 
and deploring every event that tends in any degtee 
to weaken them, we ſolemaly aſſure your Ma- 
jeſty, that we not only moſt ardently deſire the 
former harmony between her and theſe Colonies 
may be reſtored; but that a concord may be eſta- 
bliſhed between them upon ſo firm a baſis as to 
perpetuate its bleſſings uninterrupted by any fu- 
ture diſſentions to ſucceeding generations in both 
countries, and to tranſmit your Majeſty's name to 
poſterity, adorned with that ſignal and laſting 
glory, that has attended the memory of thoſe 


illuſtrious perſonages, whoſe virtues and abilities 


have extricated ſtates from dangerous convulſions, 
and, by ſecuring happineſs to others, have erected 


the moſt noble and durable monuments to their 
own fame. 1 We 
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We beg leave farther to aſſure your Majeſty, 
that notwithſtanding the ſufferings of your loyal 
Coloniſts, during the courſe of this preſent con- 
troverſy, our breaſts retain too tender a regard for 
the kingdom from which we derive our origin, 
to requeſt ſuch a reconciliation as might in any 
manner be inconſiſtent with her dignity or her 
welfare. Theſe, related as we are to her, honour 
and duty, as well as inclination, induce us to ſup- 
port and advance; and the apprehenfions, that 
now oppreſs our hearts with unſpeakable grief, 
being once removed, your Majeſty will find your 
faithful ſubjects on this continent ready and wil- 
ling at all times, as they have ever been, with 
their lives and fortunes, to aſſert and maintain the 
rights and intereſts of your Majeſty, and of our 
Mother Country. 

We therefore beſeech your Majeſty, that your 
royal authority and influence may be graciouſly 
interpoſed to procure us relief from our afflicting 
fears and jealouſies, occaſioned by the ſyſtem be- 
fore- mentioned, and to ſettle peace through every 
part of your dominions, with all humility ſubmit- 
ting to your Majeſty's wiſe conſideration, whether 
it may not be expedient for facilitating thoſe im- 
portant purpoſes, that your Majeſty be pleaſed to 
direct ſome mode, by which the united applica- 
tions of your faithful Coloniſts to the Throne, in 
purſuance of their Common Councils, may be im- 
proved into a happy and permanent reconcilia- 
tion; and that in the mean time meaſures may 
be taken for preventing the further deſtruction 
of the lives of your Majeſty's ſubjects ; and that 
ſuch ſtatutes as more immediately diſtreſs any of 
your Majeſty's Colonies, may be repealed. _ 
For by ſuch arrangements as your Majeſty's 

wiſdom 
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wiſdom can form for collecting the united ſenſe of 
your American people, we are Convinced, your 
Majeſty would receive ſuch ſatisfactory proofs of 
the diſpoſition of the Coloniſts towards their ſo- 
vereign and the parent ſtate, that the wiſhed for 
opportunity would ſoon be reſtored to them, of 
evincing the ſincerity of their profeſſions, by ever 
teſtimony of devotion becoming the moſt dale. 
ſubjects, and the moſt affectionate Coloniſts. 

That your Majeſty may enjoy a long and proſ- 
perous reign, and that your deſcendants may go- 
vern your dominions, with honor to themſelves 
and happineſs to their ſubjects, is our ſincere prayer. 

The Committee appointed to prepare a letter to 
the Lord-mayor, &c. reported the ſame, which. 
was read. 

On motion, Reſs/ved, That the ſame Commit- 
tee prepare a letter to Richard Penn, Eſq. and the 
Colony Agents, by name, in England. ; 

The Congrefs then reſumed the conſideration 
of the addreſs to the inhabitants of Great-Britain, 
which being debated by. paragraphs, was agreed 
to as follows: 

The Twelve United Colonies by their Delegates 
in Congreſs, to the Inhabitants of Great-Britain. 
Friends, Countrymen, and Brethren |! 

BY thele, and every other appellation, that 
may deſignate the ties, which bind US to each 
other, we entreat your ſerious attention to this 
our ſecond attempt to prevent their diſſolution. 
Remembrance of former friendſhips, pride in the 
glorious atchievements of our common anceſtors and 
affection for the heirs of their virtues, have hi- 
therto preſerved our mutual connection; but when 
that friendſhip is violated by the groſſeſt injuries; 
when the pride of anceſtry becomes our reproach, 
and we are no otherwiſe allied than as tyrants and 


ſlaves ; 


(736: 3 
flaves ; when reduced to the melancholy alterna- 
tive of renouncing your fayor, or our Freedom ; 
can we heſitate about the choice? Let the ſpitit 
of Britons determine. 
In a former Addreſs, we afferted our Rights 
and ſtated the injuries we had then received. 
We hoped, that the mention of our wrongs 
would have rouſed that honeſt indignation, which 
has flept too long for your honour, or the wel- 
fare of the empire, But we have not been per- 
mitted to entertain this pleaſing expeQation. 
Every day brought an accumulation of injuries, 
and the invention of the miniſtry has been con- 
ſtantly exerciſed, in adding to the calamities of 
your American Brethren. | 
After the moſt valuable right of legiſlation was 
infringed ; when the powers aſſumed by your 
parliament, in which we are not repreſented, and 
from our local and other circumſtances cannot 
properly be repreſented, rendered our property 
precarious ; after being denied that mode of trial, 
to which we have long been indebted for the ſafety 
of our Perſons and the preſervation of our Liber- 
ties; after being in many inſtances diveſted of thoſe 
laws, which were tranſmitted to US by our com- 
mon Anceſtors, and ſubjected to an arbitrary code, 
compiled under the auſpices of Roman tyrants ; 
after thoſe charters, which encouraged our prede- 
ceſſors to brave death and danger in every ſhape, 
on unknown ſeas, in defarts unexplored, amidſt 
barbarous and inhoſpitable nations, were annuled ; 
when, without the form of trial, without a pub- 
lic accuſation, whole colonies were condemned; 
their trade deſtroyed, their inhabitants impove- 
riſhed; when ſoldiers were encouraged to 
embrue their. hands in the blood of Americans, 
by offers of impunity; when new modes 1 
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trial were inſtituted for the ruin of the accoſed, 
where the charge carried with it the horrors of con- 


viction; when a deſpotic government was eſtabliſh- 
ed in a neighbouring province, and its limits ex- 
tended to every of our frontiers; we little imagined 
that any thing could be added to this black cata- 
logue of unprovoked injuries: but we have unhap- 
pily been deceived ; and the late meaſures of the 
Britiſh miniſtry. fully convince us, that their object 
is the reduction of theſe colonies to ſlavery and ruin. 


To confirm this aſſertion, let us recall your atten- 


tion to the aifairs of America, ſince our laſt addreſs. 
Let us combat the calumnics of our enemies; and 
let us warn you of the dangers that threaten you, in 
our deſtruction. Many of your fellow ſubjects, 
whoſe fituation deprived them of other ſupport, 
drew their maintenance from the ſea ; but the de- 
privation of our Liberty being inſuffic ent to ſatisfy 
the reſentment of our enemies, the horrors of fa- 
mine were ſuperadded, and a Britiſh Parliament, 
who, in better times, were the protectors of inno- 
cence and the patrons of humanity, - have, without 


diſtinction of age or ſex, robbed thouſands of the 


food, which they were accuſtomed to draw from 


that inexhauſtible ſource, placed in their neighbour- 


hood by the benevolent Creator. 
Another act of your legiſlature ſhuts our ports 
and prohibits our trade with any but thoſe States, 
from whom the great law of ſelf- preſet vation ren- 
ders it abſolutely neceſſary we ſhould at preſent 
withold our commerce. But this act (whatever 
may have been its deſign) we conſider rather as in- 
jurious to your opulence, than our intereſt, All 
our commerce terminates with you; and the wealth, 
we procure from other nations is ſoon exchanged 
for your ſuperfluities. Our remittances muſt then 
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ceaſe with our trade; and our refinements with our 
affluence. We truſt however, that laws, which 
deprive us of every bleſſing, but a ſoil that teems 
with the neceflaries of life, and that liberty which 
renders the enjoyment of them ſecure, will not re- 
lax our vigour in their defence. 

We might here obſerve on the cruelty and incon- 
ſiſtency of thoſe, who while they publicly brand us 
with reproachful and unworthy epithets, endea- 
vour to deprive us of the means of defence, by their 
interpoſition with foreign powers, and to deliver us 
to the lawlefs ravages of a mercileſs ſoldiery. But 
happily we are not without reſources; and though 
the timid and humiliating applications of a Britifh 
miniſtry thould prevail with foreign nations, yet in- 
duſtry, prompted by neceffity, will not leave us 
without the neceſſary ſupplies. We could wiſh to 
go no further, and, not to wound the ear of huma- 
nity, leave untold thoſe rigorous acts of oppreſſion, 
which are daily exerciſed in the town of Boſton, did 
we not hope, that by diſclaiming their deeds and 
puniſhing the perpetrators, you would ſhortly vin- 
dicate the honour of the Britiſh name and re-eſtabliſh 
the violated laws of juſtice. 

That once populous, flouriſhing and commercial 
town is now garriſoned by an army ſent, not to 
protect, but to enflave its inhabitants. —Fhe civil 
government is overturned, and a military deſpotiſm 
_ erected upon its ruins. Without law, without 
right, powers ate aſſumed unknown to the conſti- 
tution. Private property is unjuſtly invaded. The 
inhabitants daily ſubjected to the licentiouſneſs of 
the ſoldiery, are forbid to remove in defiance of 
their natural rights, in violation of the moſt ſolemn 
compacts. Or if, after long and weariſome ſo- 
licitation, a paſs is precured, their effects are de- 
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tained, and even thoſe who are moſt favoured, have 
no alternative but poverty or ſlavery, The diſtreſs. 


of many thouſand people, wantonly deprived of the 
neceſſar ies of life, is a ſubject, on which we would 
not with to enlarge. | 
Yet we cannot but obſerve, that a Britiſh fleet 
(unjuſtified even by acts of your legiſlature) are 
daily employed in ruining our commerce, ſeizing 
our ſhips, and depriving whole communities of their 
daily bread. Nor will a regard for your honor per- 
mit us to be ſilent, while Britiſh troops ſully your 
glory, by actions, which the moſt inveterate en- 
mity will not palliate among civilized nations; the 
wanton and unneceſſary deſtruction of Charleſtown, 
a large, ancient and once populous town, juſt be- 
fore deſerted . by its inhabitants, who had fled to 
avoid the fury of your ſoldiery. | 
If you ſtill retain thoſe ſentiments of compaſſion, 
by which Britons have ever been diſtinguiſhed; 
if the humanity, which tempered the valour of our 
common anceſtors, has not degenerated into cruel- 
ty, you will lament the miſeries of their deſcendants. 
To what are we to attribute this treatment; If 
to any ſecret principle of the conſtitution, let it be 
mentioned ; let us learn, that the government, we 
have long revered, is not without its defects, and 


that while it gives freedom to a part, it neceſ- 
farily enſlaves the remainder of the empire.—— 
If ſuch a principle exiſts; why for ages has it 


ccaſed to operate ? Why at this time is it called into 


action? Can no reaſon be aſſigned for this conduct? 
Or muſt it be reſolved into the wanton exerciſe of 
arbitrary power ? And ſhall the deſcendants of Bri- 


tons tamely ſubmit to this? No, Sirs ! We ne- 
ver will, while we revere the memory of our gal- 
lant and virtuous anceſtors, we never can ſurcender 
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thoſe glorious privileges, for which they fought, 
bled, and conquered. Admit that your fleets could 
deſtroy our towns, and ravage our ſea-coaſts ; theſe 
are in conſiderable objects, things of no monient to 
men, Whoſe boloms glow with the ardour of li- 
berty. We can retire beyond the reach of your 
navy, and without any ſenſible diminution of the 
necrſſaries of life, enjoy a luxury, which from that 
period yon will want; THE LUXURY OF 
BEING FREE. 

We know the force of your arms, and was it 
called forth in the cauſe of juſtice and your coun- 
try, we might dread the exertion ; but will Britons 
fight under the banners of tyranny ? Will they 
cn the labours, and diſgrace the victories of 
their anceſtors? Will they forge chains for their 
poſterity ? If they deſcend to this unworthy taſk, 
will their ſwords retain their edge, their arms their 
accuſtomed vigour ? Britons can never become the 
inſtruments of oppreſſion, till they loſe the ſpirit of 
freedom, by which alone they are invincible. 

Our enemies charge us with ſedition. In what 
does it conſiſt? In our refuſal to ſubmit to unwar- 
rantable acts of injuſtice and cruelty? If fo, ſhew 
us a period in your hiſtory, in which you have not 
been equally feditious ? 

We are accuſed of aiming at independence; but 
how 1s this accuſation ſupported ? By the allegations 
of your miniſters, not by our actions. Abuſed, in- 
ſulted, and contemned, what fleps have we purſued 
to obtain redreſs? We have carried our dutiſul pe- 
titions to the Throne, We have applied to your 
Juſtice, for relief. We have retrenched our luxury, 
and-with-held our trade. 

The advantages of our commerce were deſigned 
as a Compenſation for your protection ; When you 
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ceaſed to protect, for what were we to compen- 
ſate? 3 
What has been the ſucceſs of our endeavours? 
The clemency of our ſovereign is unhappily di- 


verted; our petitions are treated with indignity; 


our players anſwered by inſults. Our application 
to you remains unnoticed, and leaves us the melan- 
choly apprehenſion of your wanting either the will, 
or the power, to aſſiſt us. 

Even under thele circumſtances, what meaſures 
have we taken that betray a deſire of independence? 
Have we called in the aid of thoſe foreign powers, 
who are the rivals of your grandeur? When your 
troops were few and defenceleſs, did we take ad- 
vantage of their diſtreſs, and expel them our towns ? 
Or have we permitted them to fortify, to receive 
new aid, and to acquire additional ſtrength ? 

Let not your enemies and ours perſuade you, that 
in this we are influenced by fear, or any other un+ 
worthy motive. The lives of Britons are ſtill dear 


to us. They are the children of our parents, and 


an uninterrupted intercourſe of mutual benefits had 
knit the bonds of friendſhip. When hoſtilities were 
commenced, when on a late. cecaftion we were 


wantonly attacked by your troops, though we re- 


pelled their aſſaults, and returned their blows ; yet 


we lamented the wounds. they obliged us to give ; 


nor have we yet learned to rejoice at a victory over 


Engliſhmen. | 
As we wiſh not to colour our actions, or diſguiſe 
our thoughts; we ſhall, in the ſimple language of 


truth, avow the meaſures we have purſued, the mo- 


tives upon which we have acted, and our future de- 
ſigns. 

When our late petition to the thrones produced 
no other effect than freſh injuries, and votes of your 


legiſ- 
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kgitlature, calculated to juſtify every ſeverity ; when 
your fleets and your armies were prepared to wreſt 
from us our property, to rob us of our liberties or 
our lives; when the hoſtile attempts of Gen. Gage 
evinced his defigns ; we levied arinies for our ſecu- 
rity and defence. When the powers veſted in the 
governor of Canada, gave us reaſon to apprehend 
danger from that quarter; and we had frequent 
intimations that a cruel and ſavage enemy was to 
be let looſe upon the defenceleſs inhabitants of our 
frontiers ; we took ſuch meaſures as prudence dic- 
rated, as neceſſity will juſtify, We poſſeſſed out- 
felves of Crown-Point and Ticonderoga. Yet 
give us leave molt. ſolemnly to affure you, that we 
have not yet loſt fight of the object we have ever 
had in view, a reconciliation with you on conſtitu- 
tional principles, and a reſtoration of that ſriendly 
intercourſe, which, to the advantage of both, we 
till lately maintained, | 
The inhabitants of this country apply them- 
ſelves chiefly to agriculture and commerce. As 
their faſhions and manners are ſimilar to yours, 
your markets ruſt afford them the conveniencies 
and luxuries, tor which they exchange the pro- 
duce of their labours. The wealth of this extend- 
ed continent centers with you; and our trade is ſo 
regulated as to be ſubſervient only to your intereſt. 
You are too reaſonable to expect, that by taxes 
(in addition to this) we ſhould contribute to your 
expence, to believe after diverting the fountain that 
the ſtreams can flow with unabated force. 

It has been ſaid, that we refuſe to fubmit to the 
reſtrictions on our commerce. From whence is this 
inference drawn ? Not from our words, we having 
repeatedly declared the contrary; and we again 
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profeſs our ſubmiſhon to the ſeveral acts of trade 
and navigation paſſed before the year 1763, truſt- 
ing, nevertheleſs, in the equity and juſtice of Par- 
liament, that ſuch of them as, upon cool and im- 
partial conſideration, ſhall appear to have impoſed 
unneceſſary or grievous reſtrictions, will, at ſome 
happier period, be repealed or altered. And we 
chearfully conſent to the operation of ſuch acts of 
the Britiſh Parliament as ſhall be reſtrained to the 
regulation of our external commerce, for the pur- 
pole of ſecuring the commercial advantages of the 
whole empire to the mother country, and the com- 
mercial benefits of its reſpective members, ex- 
cluding every 1dea of taxation internal or external, 
for raiſing a revenue on the ſubjects of America, 
without their conſent. 

It is alledged that we contribute nothing to the 
common defence. To this we anſwer, that the ad- 
vantages which Great Britain receives from the mo- 
noply of our trade, far exceed our proportion of the 
expence neceflary for that purpoſe. But ſhould 
theſe advantages be inadequate thereto, let the re- 
ſtrictions on our trade be removed, and we will 
chearfully contribute ſuch propoition when conſti- 
tutionally required. 

It is a fundamental principle of the Britiſh conſti- 
tution, that every man ſhould have at leaſt a repre- 
ſentative ſhare in the formation of thoſe laws by 
which he is bound. Were it otherwiſe, the regu- 
lation of our internal police by a Britiſh parliament, 
who are and ever will be unacquainted with our 
local circumſtances, muſt be always inconvenient, 
and frequently oppreſſive, working our wrong, 
without yielding any poſſible advantage to you. 

A plan of accommodation (as it has been ab- 
durdly called) has been propoſed by your Miniſters, 
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to our reſpective aſſemblies. Were this propoſal 
free from everyo ther objection but that which ariſes 
from the time of the offer, it would not be unex- 
ceptionable. Can men deliberate with the bayonet 
at their breaſt ? Can they treat with freedom, while 
their towns are ſacked, when daily inſtances of in- 
Juſtice and oppreſſion diſturb the flower operations 
of reaſon ? 

It this propoſal 1s really ſuch as you would offer 
and we accept, why was it delayed till the nation 
was put to uſeleſs expence, and we were reduced 
to our preſent melancholy ſituation? If it holds 
forth nothing, why was it propoſed ? Unleſs indeed 
to deceive you into a belief, that we were unwilling 
to liſten to any terms of accommodation? But what 
is ſubmitted to our conſideration ? We contend for 
the diſpoſal of our property. We are told that our 
demand is unreaſonable, that our aſſemblies may 
indeed colle& our money, but that they muſt at the 
ſame time offer; not what your exigencies or 
ours may require ; but ſo much as ſhall be deemed 
ſufficient to ſatisfy the deſires of a Miniſter, and 


enable him to provide for favourites and dependants. 


A recurrence to your own treaſury will convince 


you how little of the money already extorted from 


us has been applied to the relief of your burthens. 
To ſuppoſe that we would thus graſp the ſhadow, 
and give up the ſubſtance, is adding inſult to in- 
juries. | 
We have nevertheleſs again preſented an humble 
2nd dutiful petition to our Sovereign ; and to re- 
move every imputation of obſtinacy, have requeſted 
his Majeſty to direct ſome mode, by which the 
united applications of his faithful Colomes may 
be improved into a happy and permanent reconcilt- 


ation, We are willing to treat on ſuch terms as can 
alone 
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alone render an accommodation laſting ; and ws 
flatter ourſelves, that our pacific endeavours will be 
attended with a removal of miniſterial troops, and 
a repeal of thoſe laws, of the operation of which 
we complain, on the one part; and a diſbanding of 
our army, and a diſſolution of our commercial aſſo- 
ciations, on the other. 

Vet conclude not from this, that we propoſe to 
ſurrender our property into the hands of your mi- 
niſtry, or veſt your Parliament with a power which 
may terminate in our deſtruction. The great bul- 
warks of our conſtitution we have deſired to main- 
tain by every temperate, by every peaceable means; 
but your miniſters (equal foes to Britiſh and Ame- 
rican freedom) have added to their former oppreſ- 
ſions an attempt to reduce us by the ſword to a baſe 
and abje& ſubmiſſion. On the ſword therefore we 
are compelled to rely for protection. Should vie- 
tory declare in your favour, yet men trained to 
arms from their infancy, and animated by the love 
of liberty, will afford neither a cheap or eaſy con- 

ueſt, Of this at leaſt we are aflured, that our 
ſtruggle will be glorious, our ſueceſs certain, fince 
even in death we ſhall find that freedom; whieh 
in life you forbid us to enjoy. 

Let us now aſk what advantages are to attend our 
teduction? The trade of a ruined and deſolate coun- 
try is always inconfiderable, its revenue trifling ; the 


expence of ſubjecting and retaining it in ſubjection 


certain and inevitable. What then remains but the 


gratification of an ill judged pride, or the hope of 


rendering us ſubſervient to deſigns on your liberty. 
Soldiers who have ſheathed their ſwords in the 
bowels of their American brethren, will not draw 
them with more reluctance againſt you. When too 
late you may lament the lots of that freedom, 
| DU which 
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which we exhort you, while ſtill in your power, to 
preſerve. 

On the other hand, ſhould you prove unſucceſsful ; 
ſhould that connection, which we moſt ardently 
wiſh to maintain, be diflolved ; ſhould your Mini- 
ſters exhauſt your treaſures and waſte the blood of 
your countrymen in vain attempts on our liberty ; 
do they not deliver you, weak and defenceleſs, to 


your natural enemies. | 

Since then your liberty muſt be the price of your 
victories ; your ruin, of your defeat: What blind 
fatality can urge you to a purſuit deſtructive of all 
that Britons hold dear ? 

If you have no regard to the connection that has 
for ages ſubſiſted between us; if you have forgot 
the wounds we received fighting by your fide, for 
the extention of the empire; it our commerce is 
not an object below your conſideration ; if juſtice 
and humanity have loſt their influence on your 
hearts; ſtill motives are not wanting, to excite 
your indignation at the meaſures now purſued : your 
wealth, your honour, your liberty are at ſtake. 

Notwithſtanding the diſtreſs to which we are re- 
duced, we ſometimes forget our own afflictions, to 
anticipate and ſympathize in yours. We grieve 
that raſh and inconſiderate councits ſhould preci- 
pitate the deſtruction of an empire, which has been 
the envy and admiration of ages, and call God to 
witneſs! that we would part with our property, 
endanger our lives, and ſacrifice every thing but Li- 
berty, to redeem you from rum. = 

A cloud hangs over your heads and ours; Cer 
this reaches you, it may probably burſt upon us, 


let us then (before the remembrance of former kind- 


neſs 1s obliterated). once more repeat thoſe appella- 


tions which are ever grateful in our ears. Let us 


entreat 


<< — 
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entteat Heaven to avert our ruin, and the deſtrue- 
tion that threatens our friends, brethren, and 
countrymen, on the other ſide of the Atlantic. 
Ordered, That the above addreſs be immediately 
printed, and ſent by Mr. Penn to England. 


The letter to the Lord Mayor, Aldermen and 


Livery of London, being again read and debated, 
was agreed to as follows: : 


My LORD, 


PERMIT the Delegates of the people of twelve 
ancient colonies, to pay your lordſhip and the 1 very 
reſpectable body of which you are head; the 
juſt tribute of gratitude and thanks for the virtuous 
and unſollicited reſentment you have ſhewn to the 
violated rights of a free people. The city of Lon- 
don, my Lord, having in all ages, approved itſelf 
the patron of Liberty, and the ſupport of juſt go- 
vernment, againſt lawleſs tyranny and oppreffion, 
cannot fail to make us deeply ſenſible of the 
power ful aid our cauſe muſt receive from ſuch. ad- 
vocates. A cauſe, my Lord, worthy the ſupport 
of the firſt city in the world, as it involves the fate 
of a great Continent, and threatens to ſhake the 
foundations of a flouriſhing, and until lately, a 
happy empire, 

North-America, my Lord, wiſhes moſt ardently 
for a laſting conneCtion with Great-Britain, on 
terms of juſt and equal Liberty; leſs than which ge- 
nerous minds will hot offer, nor brave and free 
ones be willing to receive. 

4 cruel war has at length been opened againſt 

Uz us 
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us, and whilſt we prepare to defend ourſelves like 
the deſcendants of Britons, we ſtill hope that the 
mediation of wiſe and good citizens, will at length 
prevail over deſpotiſm, and reſtore harmony: and 
peace, on permanent principles, to an oppreſied and 
divided empire. 
We have the honour to be, 
My Lord; 
With great eſteem, 
Your Lordſhip's 
Faithful friends and fellow-ſabjects, 


Ordered, That the above be tranſcribed, and then 
ſigned by the Preſident, 


The Committee appointed to prepare a letter to 


Mr. Penn and the colony agents, reported a draught, 


which was read and approved as follows: 


GENTLEMEN, | | 
The perſeverance of the Britiſh miniſtry, in their 
unjuſt and cruel ſyſtem of Colony Adminiſtration, 
has occaſioned the meeting of another Congreſs. 


We have again appealed to the juſtice of our 


Sovereign, for protection againſt the deſt ruction 


which bis Miniſters meditate for his American ſub- 


jects. This petition to his Majeſty, you will pleaſe, 
Gentlemen, to preſent to the King with all conve- 
nient expedition, after which we deſire it may be 
given to the public. We likewiſe ſend you our 
ſecond application to the equity and intereſt of our 
fellow- ſubjects in Great-Britain, and alſo a decla- 
ration, ſetting forth the cauſes of our taking up 
Arms : Both which we wiſh may be immediately 


put 
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put to preſs, and communicated as univerſally as 
potlible. 

The Congreſs entertain the higheſt ſenſe of 'the 
wiſe and worthy interpoſition of the Lord Mayor 
and Livery of London, in favour of injured America. 
They have expreſſed this their ſenſe in a. letter to 
his Lordſhip and the Livery, which we defire may 
be preſented in the manner moſt agreeable to that 
reſpectable body. 

You will oblige us, Geiitlenien, by giving the 
molt early information to the Congreſs, and to the 
Speakers of our reſpective Aſſemblies of your pro- 
ceedings in this butineſs, and ſuch further intelli- 
gence as you may judge to be of importance to 
America in this great conteſt. | > 
We are with great regard, AT 

Gentlemen, &c. 


Ordered, The the above be fairly tranſcribed, 
and then ſigned by the Preſident, and by him ſent, 
under cover, together with. the Petition to the 
King, and Addreſs to the Inhabitants of Great- 
Britain, and the Jetter to the Lord Mayor, &c. to 
Richard Penn, Eſq; and that the Preſident requeſt 
Mr. Penn, in behalt of the Congreſs, to join with 
ms Colony Agents in preſenting the petition to the 

ing 


Adjourned till A at 9 o'clock. 


MONDAY, July 10, 775. 


Met according to adjournment. 
Information being given, that there was a Gen- 
tleman 
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tleman in town well acquainted with the Nate and 
diſpoſition of the Indians, a motion was made for 
introducing him, and he was accordingly introduced 
and examined, 

The Committee appointed to deviſe ways and 
means for putting the militia in a proper ſtate for , 
the defence of America brought in their report, 
which was read, and after debate, referred for fur- 
ther conſideration, Ag 

Adjourned till to-morrow at g o'clock. 


£ 
I 
TUESDAY, July 11, 1775. l 
Met according to adjournment. i 
The report ot the Committee on Indian affairs . 
was taken up and read, and after ſome debate, the : 
ſame was deferred till to-morrow. 1 
On information, that there were two companies 1 

of rifle-men raiſed in Lancaſter inſtead of one, 
Reſolved, That both be taken into the continen- 8 
tal ſervice. | 2 0 
An addrefs of Deputies from the different pa- 2 
riſhes of the Iflands of Bermuda,” to the Congreſs, . 
was preſented and read. TI 
Adjourned till to-morrow at g o'clock, , 
I 
a 
WEDNESDAY, July 12, 1775. 1 
te 
Met according to adjournment. | t] 
A Gentleman from the province of Quebeck d 
was introduced and examined. 2 tl 

WT. Letters 
2 


of 


1 
Letters from Governor Cooke and General Ward 
were read. 

The Congreſs then reſumed the conſideration of 
the report of the Committee on Indian affairs, and 
the ſame being gone through, was agreed to as 
follows : 

That the ſecuring and preſerving the friendſhip 
of the Indian nations, appears to be a ſubject of the 
utmoſt moment to theſe_Colonies. | 

That there is too much reaſon to apprehend, that 
adminiſtration will ſpare no pains to excite the ſeve- 
ral nations of Indians to take up arms againſt theſe 
Colonies ; and that it becomes us to be very active 
and vigilant in exerting every prudent means to 
ſtrengthen and confirm the friendly d'ſpoſition to- 
wards theſe Colonies, which has long prevailed 
among the northern. tribes, and which has been 
lately manifeſted by ſome of thoſe to the ſouth- 
ward. 

As the Indians depend on the Coloniſts for arrns, 
ammunition and clothing, which are become ne- 
2 to their ſubſiſtance, that Commiſſioners be 

appointed by this Congreſs, to ſuperintend Indian 

affairs in behalf of theſe Colonies. 
That there be three departments of Indians, the 
northern, middle, and ſouthern. The northern to 
extend ſo far ſouth as to include the whole of the 
Indians known by the name of the Six Nations, 
and all the Indians northward of -thoſe nations. 
The ſouthern department to extend fo far north as 
to include the Cherokees, and all the Indians 
that may be to the ſouthward of them. The mid- 
dle to contain the Indian nations that lie between 
the other two departments. 
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That five commiſſioners be appointed for the 
ſouthern department. „ 
That for each of the other two departments 
there be appointed three commiſſioners, | 

That the commiſſioners have power to treat wit 
the Indians in their reſpective departments, in the 
name and on behalf of the United Colonies, in or- 
der to preſerve peace and friendſhip with the faid 
Indians, and to prevent their taking any part in the 
preſent commotions. 

That the Commithoners for the ſouthern depart- 
ment receive from the Continental Treaſury the 
ſum of Ten Thouſand Dollars : the Commiſſioners 
for the middle and northern department the ſum of 
fix thouſand fix hundred and fixty-fix and two thirds, 
for each of their reſpective departments, for de- 
fraying the expence of treaties and preſents to the 
Indians. | 

That the Commiſſioners reſpectively have power 
to take to their aſſiſtance Gentlemen of influence 
among the Indians, in whom they can confide, and 
to appoint agents, reſiding near or among the In- 
i1ans, to watch the conduct of the ſuperintendapts 
and their emitlaries. 

That in caſe the Commiſſioners for the re- 
ſpective diſtricts, or any one of them in either 
diſtrict, ſhall have fatisfaQory proof, that the 
King's ſuperintendants, their deputies or agents, 
or any other perſon whatſoever, are active in ſtir- 
ring up or inciting the Indians, or any of them, 
to become inimical to the American colonies, 
ſach Commiſhoner or Commiſſionets ought to 


cauſe ſuch. {uperinteadants or other citender 
10 


to be 
| taker 
diſtri 


nente 


(193 
to be ſeized and kept in ſafe cuſtody, until order ſhall be 


taken therein by a majority of the Commiſſioners of the 
diſtricts where ſuch ſeizure is made, or by the Conti- 
nental Congreſs, or a Committee of {aid Congreſs, 
to whom ſuch ſeizure, with the cauſes of it, ſhall, as 
ſoon as poſſible after, be made known. | 
| That the Commiſſioners ſhall exhibit fair accounts of 
the expenditure of all monies by them reſpectively to be 
received for the purpoſes aforeſaid, to every ſucceeding 
Continental Congreſs, or Committee of Congreſs, toge- 
ther with a general ſtate of Indian affairs in their ſeveral 
departments, in order that the Colonies may be informed 
from time to time of every ſuch matter as may concern 
them to know and avail themſelves of, for the benefit of 
the common cauſe. 

That as there is a Seminary for the inſtruction of In- 
dian youth, which has been eſtabliſhed under the care of 
Doctor Wheelock, on Connecticut river; and as there 
are nine or ten Indian youths at that ſchool, chiefly from 
the tribes reſiding in Quebec; and as for want of a pro- 
per fund there is danger that theſe youths may be ſent 
back to their friends, Which will probably excite jealouſy 
and diſtruſt, and be attended with bad conſequences, the 
Commiſſioners for Indian affairs in the northern depart- 
ment be authoriſed to receive out of the Continental Trea- 
lury, a ſum not exceeding Five Huzdred Dollars, to be 
applied by them for the ſupport of the {aid Indian youths. 

On motion made, Reſolved, Tat a Committee of five 
Ibe appointed, to deviſe ways and means to protect the 
trade of theſe Colonies. | 1 

The following were choſen, Mr. Jay, Mr. Franklin, 
Mr. Gadſden, Mr. Deane and Mr. Lee. . 

Adjourned till to-morrow at eight o'clock, 


: THURS- 
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THURSDAY, JvLY 13, 1775. 


Met according to adjournment. 
The Committee appointed to prepare proper talks to 
the Indians, reported the ſame, which was agreed to as 
follows : 


A Speech to the Six Confederate Nations, Mohawks, 
Oneidas, 'Tuſcaroras, Onondagas, Cayugas, Senekas, 
from the Twelve United Colonies, convened in Coun- 


eil at Philadelphia. 


Brothers, Sachems and IV arriors, 

We, the Delegates from the Twelve United Pro. 
vinces, viz, New-Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts-Bay, Rhode- 
Iſland, Connecticut, New-Y ork, New- Jerſey, Penſylva- 
nia, The three Lower Counties of Newcaſtle, Kent and 
Suſſex, on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Caro- 
lina, and South-Carolina, now fitting in General Con- 
greſs at Philadelphia, ſend this Talk to you our Bro- 
thers. We are ſixty- five in number, choſen and ap- 
pointed by the people throughout all theſe provinces 
and colonies, to meet and fit together in one great Coun- 
eil, to conſult together for the common good of the 
land, and ſpeak and act for them. | 

Brothers, in our conſultation we have judged it pro- 
per and neceſſary to ſend you this Talk, as we are upon 
the {ame iſland, that you may be informed of the reaſons 
of this great Council, the ſituation of our civil conſtitu- 
tion, and our diſpoſition towards you onr Indian Bro- 
thers of the Six Nations and their allies. 

(Three Strings, or a ſmall Belt.) 
Brothers and Friends, now attend. 
When our fathers croſſed the great water and cam 


over to this land, the King of England gave oy 


cording to agreement, {ending 
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Talk: aſſuring them that they and their children ſhould 
be his children, and that if they would leave their na- 
tive country and make ſettlements, and live here, and 
buy, and ſell, and trade with their brethren beyond the 
water, they ſhould ſtill keep hold of the ſame covenant 
chain and enjoy peace—And it was covenanted, that the 


fields, houſes, goods and poſſeſſions which our fathers 
ſhould acquire, ſhould remain to them as their own, and 


be their children's forever, and at their ſole diſpoſal. 
Truſting that this covenant ſhould never be broken, 
our fathers came a great diſtance beyond the great. water, 


laid out their money here, built houſes, cleared fields, 


raiſed crops, and through their own labour and induſtry 
grew tall and ſtrong. 

They have bought, ſold and traded with England ac- 
to them ſuch things as 
they wanted, and taking in exchange ſuch things as are 
wanted here. 

The King of England and his people kept the way 
open for more than one hundred years, and by our trade 
became richer, and by a union with us, greater and 
ſtronger than the other Kings and people who live be- 


yond the water, 


All this time they lived in great friendſhip with us, 
and we with them ; for we are brothers—one blood. 

Whenever they were ſtruck, we inſtantly felt as 
though the blow had been given to us—their enemies 
were our enemies. | 

Whenever they went to war, we ſent our men to 
ſtand by their fide and fight for them, and our money 
to help them and make them ſtrong. 

They thanked us for our love and ſent us good Talks, 
and renewed their promiſe to be one people tor ever. 


Brothers 


X 2 
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Brothers and Friends, open a kind Ear ! 

We will now tell you of the quarrel betwixt the 
Counſellors of King George and the Inhabitants and 
Colonies of America. 

Many of his Counſellors are proud and wicked men— 
They perſuade the King to break the covenant chain, 
and not to ſend us any more good Talks. A conſidera- 
ble number have prevailed upon him to enter into a new 
covenant againſt us, and have torn aſunder and caſt be- 
hind their backs the good old covenant which their an- 
ceſtors and ours entered into and took ſtrong hold of. 

They now tell us they will flip their hand into our 
pocket without aſking, as though it were their own ; and 
at their pleaſure they will take from us our charters or 
written civil conſtitution which we love as our lives; 
alſo our plantations, our houſes and goods whenever 
they pleaſe, without aſking our leave. That our veſſels 
may go to is iſland in the ſea, but to this or that parti- 
cular ifland we ſhall not trade any more.—And in caſe 
of our non-compliance with theſe new orders, they ſhut 
up our harbours. | | 

. Brothers, this is our preſent ſituation thus have ma- 
ny of the King's Countellors and Servants dealt with us. 
If we ſubmit, or comply with their demands, you can 
eaſily perceive to what ſtate we will be reduced. If our 
people labour on the field, they will not know who ſhall 
enjoy the crop; if they hunt in the woods, it will be un- 
certain who ſhall taſte of the meat, or have the ſkins; if 
they build houſes, they will not know whether they 
may fit round the fire with their wives and children : 
tney cannot be ſure whether they ſhall be permitted to 
eat, drink, and wear the fruits of their own labour and 
induſtry. | 

Brothers and Friends of the Six Nations, attend. 

We upon this iſland have often ſpoke and intreated 
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the King and his Servants the Counſellors, that peace 
and harmony might ſtill continue between us; that we 
cannot part with, or looſe our hold of the old covenant 
chain which united our fathers and theirs; that we want 
to brighten this chain, and keep the way open as our fa- 
thers did; that we want to live with tbem as brothers, la- 
bour, trade, travel abroad, eat and drink in peace. We 
have often aſked them to love us and live in ſuch 
friendſhip with us as their fathers did with ours. 

We told them again that we judged we were exceed- 
ingly injured, that they might as well kill us, as take 
away our property and the neceſſaries of life. We have 
alked why they treat us thus? What has become of our 
repeated addreſſes and ſupplications to them? Who hath 
ſhut the ears of the King to the cries of his children in 
America? No ſoft anſwer—no pleaſant voice from be- 
yond the water has yet ſounded in our cars. 

Brothers, thus ſtands the matter betwixt Old England 
and America. You Indians know how things are pro- 
portioned in a family, between the father and the fon, the 
child carries a little pack—England we regard as the fa- 
ther; this iſland may be compared to the ſon. 

The father has a numerous family, both at home and 
upon this iſland; he appoints a great number of Servants 
to aſſiſt him in the government of his family: in proceſs 
of time, ſome of his ſervants grow proud and 1ll-natured 
—they were diſpleaſed to ſee the boy ſo alert, and walk 
on ſo nimbly with his pack; they tell the father, and ad- 
viſe him to enlarge the child's pack—they prevail; the 
pack is increaſed—the child takes it up again; as he 
thought it might be the father's pleaſure, ſpeaks but few 
words, thoſe very {mall, for he was loth to offend the 
father. Thoſe proud and wicked ſervants finding they 
had prevailed, laughed to ſee the boy ſweat and ſtagger 
under his increaſed load. By and by, they apply to the 
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father to double the boy's pack, becauſe they heard him 


complain; and without any reaſon {aid they, he is a 
croſs child, correct him if he complains any more. The 
boys intreats the father, addrefles the great ſervants in 
a decent manner, that the pack might be lightened ; he 
could not go any further ; humbly aſks, if the old fa- 
thers, in any of their records, had deſcribed ſuch a pack 
for the child: aſter all the tears and intreaties of the 
child, the pack is redoubled; the child ſtands a little, 
while ſtaggering under the weight, ready to fall every 
moment : however, he entreats the father once more, 
though ſo faint he could only liſp out his laſt humble 
{upplication—waits a while—no- voice returns. The 
child concludes the father could not hear—thoſe proud 
ſervants had intercepted his ſupplications, or ſtopped the 
ears of the father. He therefore gives one ſtruggle and 
throws off the. pack, and ſays he cannot take it up again, 
ſuch a weight will cruſh him down and kill him, and he 
can but die 1f he refuſes. 

Upon this, thoſe ſervants are very wrath, and tell the 
father many falſe ſtories reſpecting the child; they bring 
a great cudgel to the father, aſking him to take it in his 
hand and ſtrike the child. 

This may ſerve to illuſtrate the preſent condition of 
the King's American ſubjects or children. 

Amidſt theſe oppreſſions, we now and then heard a 
molifing and reviving voice from ſome of the King's 
wiſe councellors, who are our friends and feel our diſ- 


treſſes; when they heard our complaints and our cries, 


they applied to the King, alſo told thoſe wicked ſervants, 
that this child in America was not a croſs boy, it had ſut- 
ficient reaſon for crying, and if the cauſe of its complaint 
was neglected, it would ſoon aſſume the voice of a man, 
plead for juſtice like a man, and defend its rights, and 
ſupport the old covenant-chain of the fathers. 

Brother, 
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Brothers liſten ! 

Notwithſtanding all our intreaties, we have but little 
hope the King will ſend us any more good talks, by rea- 
ſon of his evil counſellors ; they have perſuaded him to 
ſend an army of ſoldiers and many ſhips of war, to rob 
and deſtroy us. "They have ſhut up many of our har- 
bours, ſeized and taken into poſſeſſion many of our veſ- 
ſels : The ſoldiers have ſtruck the blow, killed ſome of 
our people: the blood now runs of the American chil. 
dren : They have alſo burned our houſes and towns, and 
taken much of our goods. 

Brothers! we are now neceſſitated to riſe, and forced 
to fight, or give up ourcivil conſtitution, run-away, and 
leave our farms and houſes behind us- This muſt not 
be. Since the King's wicked counſellors will not open 
their ears, and conſider our juſt complaints, and the cauſe 
of our weeping, and hath given the blow, we are de- 
termined to drive away the King's ſoldiers, and to kill 
and deftroy all thoſe wicked men we find in arms againſt 
the peace of the T'welve United Colonies, upon this 
iſland. We think our cauſe 1s juſt ; therefore hope God 
will be on our fide. We do not take up the hatchet and 
ſtruggle for honour or conqueſt; but to maintain our 
civil conſtitution and religious privileges, the very ſame 
for which our forefathers left their native land and came 
to this country. 

Brothers, and Friends ! 

We defire you will hear and receive what we have 
now told you, and that you will open a good ear and liſten 
to what we are now going to ſay. This is a family quar- 
rel between us and Old England. You Indians are not 
concerned in it. We don't wiſh you to take up the 
hatchet againſt the King's troops. We deſire you to re- 
main at home and not join either fide; but keep the 


hatchet buried deep. In the name and behalf of all our 
people 


e 
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people, we aſk and deſire you to love peace and maintain 
it, and to love and {ympathize with us in our troubles; 
that the path may be kept open with all our people and 
yours, to paſs and repaſs, without moleſtation. 

Brothers! we live on the ſame ground with you. 
The ſame iſland is our common birth- place. We deſire 
to fit down under the ſame tree of peace with you: Let 
us water its roots and cheriſh its growth, till the large 
leaves and flouriſhing branches ſhall extend to the ſetting 
ſun, and reach the ſkies. 

Brothers, obſerve well ! 

What it is we have aſked you !—Nothing but peace, 
notwithſtanding our preſent diſturbed fituation—and if 
application ſhould be made to you by any of the King's 
unwiſe and wicked miniſters, to join on their ſide, we 
only adviſe you to deliberate with great caution, and in 
your wiſdom look forward to the conſequences of a 
compliance, For if the King's troops take away our 
property, and deſtroy us who are of the ſame blood with 
themſelves, what can you, who are Indians, expect from 
them afterwards ? 

Therefore we ſay, Brothers, take care—hold faſt to 
your covenant chain, You now know our diſpoſition 
towards you, the Six Nations of Indians and your allies. 
Let this our good talk remain at Onondaga, your central 
council-houſe. We depend upon you to ſend and ac- 
quaint your allies to the northward, the ſeven tribes on 
the river St. Lawrence, that you have this Talk of ours 
at the great Council-Fire of the Six Nations. And 
when you return, we invite your great men to come and 


converſe farther with us at Albany,where we intend to 


re-kindle the Council-Fire, which your and our anceſ- 

tors ſat round in great friendſhip. Brothers, and Friends ! 
We greet you all, 

Farewell, 

(The 


a 


(The large Belt of Intelligence and Declaration.) 
Brothers ! 

We have {aid we with you Indians may continue in 
peace with one another, and with us the White people. 
Let us both be cautious in our behaviour towards each 
other at this critical ſtate of affairs. This iſland now 
trembles, the wind whiſtles from almoft every quarter 
let us fortify our minds and ſhut our ears againſt falſe ru- 
mours ; let us be cautious what we receive for truth, unleſs 
ſpoken by wife and good men. If any thing diſagree- 
able ſhould ever fall out between ns, the Twelve United 
Colonies, and you the Six Nations, to wound our peace, 
let us immediately ſeek meaſures for healing the breach. 
From the preſent ſituation of our affairs, we judge it wiſe 
and expedient to kindle up a ſmall Council- Fire at Alba- 
ny, where we may hear each others voice, and diſcloſe 
our minds more fully to one another. (A mall Belt.) 


Ordered, That a ſimilar talk be prepared for the other 
Indian Nations, preſerving the tenor of the above, and 
altering it ſo as to ſuit the Indians in the ſeveral depart- 
ments. 3 | Wis 

The Congreſs then proceded to the choice of Commiſ- 
ſioners for Indian affairs, and after ſome debate, agreed 
that the nomination of Commiſſioners for the ſouthern 
department be poſtponed till Tueſday next. 

Mr. Franklin, Mr. Henry, and Mr. Wilſon, were 
unanimouſly elected for the middle department. 

The Congreſs then proceded to ele& the Commiſſio- 
ners for the northern department, and the followin 
Gentlemen were choſen, viz. Major-General Philip 
Schuyler, Major Joſeph Hawley, Mr. Turbot Francis, 
Mr. Oliver Woolcot, and Mr. Volkert P. Doaw. 

Adjourned till to-morrow at eight o'clock, 
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FRIDAY, Jury 14, 1775. up, 


Met according to adjournment, 

The Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the report 
of the committee on the militia, and after debate, the 
ſame was referred for farther conſideration. che 

Adjourned till to-morrow at eight o'clock. 


the 
SATURDAY; Jurr 15, 1775. 
Met according to adjournment. 
On motion made, The Congreſs came to the following 
reſolution: | 
Whereas the government of Great-Britain hath pro- A 


hibited the exportation of arms and amunition to any of + 
; | on 
the Plantations, and endeavoured to prevent other na- 
tions from ſupplying us, . 
Reſolved, That for the better furniſhing theſe Colo- 


nies with the neceflary means of defending their rights, wy 
every veſſel importing gun-powder, falt-petre, ſulphur, P 7 
provided they bring with the ſulphur four times as much 5 


alt petre, braſs field pieces, or good muſkets, fitted with} app 
bayonets, within nine months from the date of this reſo- PP 


lutign, ſhall be permitted to load and export the produce . 
of theſe colonies, to value of ſuch powder and ſtores jon | 
aforeſaid, the Non-Exportation Agreement notwith- R 
ſtanding ; and it is recommended to the Committees of ſor N 
the ſeveral Provinces, to inſpect the military ſtores fot 
imported, and to eſtimate a generous price for the ſame, 7 
according to their goodneſs, and permit the importer 0 Gr 1 
ſuch powder and other military ſtores aforeſaid, to export 70 r 

the value thereof and no more, in produce of any kind. ay 


Sundry intercepted letters, were laid before Congrelif 
and read, 
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The talk to the Stockbridge Indians was then taken 
up, and the ſame being debated, was agreed to. 

On motion, Reſolved, That the Congreſs will, on 
Thurſday next, attend Divine Service in a body, both 
morning and afternoon, 

Ordered, That Mr. Lynch and Mr. Dickinſon, wait 
on Mr. Duche and Doctor Alliſon, and requeſt Mr. Du- 
che to preach before the Congreſs on Thurſday next, in 
the morning, and Doctor Alliſon in the afternoon. 

Adjourned till Monday at eight o'clock. 


— 


MONDAY, Jux 17, 1775. 


Met according to adjournment. 

A letter from General Schuyler being laid before the 
Congreſs, was read, and the ſame being taken into conſi- 
deration, | 

Reſolved, That a Commiſſary of ſtores and proviſions 
be appointed for the New-York department during the 


preſent compaign. 


Walter Living ſton, Eſq. choſen to that office. 


Reſolved, That a Deputy Quarter-Maſter General b 
appointed for the {aid department. 


Donald Campbell, Eſq. elected to that office. 

Ordered, That Mr. D. Campbell have the rank of Co- 
lonel in the army. | 5 

Reſolved, That a Deputy Muſter-Maſter be appointed 
for the ſaid department. | 

Gunning Bedford, Eſq. elected to that office. 

Reſolved, That the Convention of New-York be de- 


ſired to recommend to General Schuyler a proper perſon 


for a Deputy Adjutant General or Brigade Major for the 
army in the New-York deparment. 


Adjourned till to-morrow at eight o'clock. - 
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TUESDAY, Jvry 18, 1775. 


Met according to to adjournment. 

The Congreſs again reſumed the conſideration of the 
report of the Committee for putting the militia into a 
proper ſtate for the defence of America, and the ſame be- 
ing debated by paragraphs, was agreed to as follows : 

Reſolved, That it be recommended to the inhabitants 
of all the United Englith Colonies in North-America, 
that all able-bodied effective men, between ſixteen and 
fiſty years of age in each Colony, immediately form them- 
ſclves into regular companies of militia, to conſiſt of one 
Capta n, two Lieutenants, one Enſign, four Serjeants, 
four Corporals, one Clerk, one Drummer, one Fifer, and 
about ſixty-eight Privates. 

That the officers of each company be choſen by the re- 
ſpecity e companies. 

That each ſoldier be furniſhed with a good muſket, 
chat will carry an ounce ball, with a bayonet, ſteel ram- 
rod, worm, priming wire and bruſh fitted thereto, a cut- 
ting {word or tomabawk, a catridge box, that will con- 
tain twenty-three rounds of catridges, twelve flints and a 
. napfack. 

bat the companies be formed into regiments or bat- 
tallions, officered with a Colonel, Lien eat Colonel, 
two Majors, an Adjutant or Ouarter-Maſter. 

That all officers above the rank of a Captain 2 ap- 
pointed by the reſpective Provincial Aſſemblies or Con- 
ventions, or in their receſs by the Committees of Safety 
appointed by ſaid Aſſemblies or Conventions. 

That all officers be commiſſioned by the Provincial 
Aſſemblies or Conventions, or in their receſs, by the 
Committees of Safety appointed by ſaid Affemblies or 
Conventions. 
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That all the militia take proper care to acquire mili- 
tary ſkill, and be well prepared for defence, by being each 
man provided with one pound of good gunpowder, and 
four pounds of ball fitted to his gun, 

That one fourth part of the militia in every Colony 
be ſelected for minute men, of ſuch perſons as are willing 
to enter into this neceſſary ſervice, formed into compa- 
nies and battalions, and their officers choſen and commiſ- 
ſioned as aforeſaid, to be ready on the ' ſhorteſt notice to 
march to any place where their aſſiſtance may be requi- 
red, for the defence of their own or a neighbouring Co- 
lony ; and as theſe minute men may eventually be cal- 
led to action before the whole body of the militia are 
ſufficiently trained, it is recommended that a more par- 
ticular and diligent attention be paid to their inſtruction 
in military diſcipline. 

That ſuch of the minute men, as deſire it, be relieved 
by new draughts as aforeſaid from the whole body of 
the militia once in four months, 3 

As there are ſome people, who from religious princi- 
ples cannot bear arms in any caſe, this congreſs intend no 
violence to their conſciences, but earneſtly recommend 
it to them to contribute liberally, in this time of uni- 
verſal calamity, to the relief of their diſtreſſed brethren 
in the ſeveral colonies, and to do all other ſervices to their 
opprefled country, which they can conſiſtently with their 
religious principles. 

That it be recommended to the Aſſemblies or Conven- 
tions in the reſpective colonies to provide, as ſoon as pol- 
ſible, ſufficient ſtores of ammunition for their colonies; 
alſo that they deviſe proper means for furniſhing with 


arms ſuch effective mean as are poor and unable to fur- 
niſh themſelves, 


That it be recommended to each colony to appoint a. 


Committee of Safety, to ſuperintend and direct all mat- 
| | ters 
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ters neceſſary for the ſecurity and defence of their reſpec- 
tive colonies, in the receſs of their Aſſemblies and Con- 
ventions, 

That each colony, at their own expence, make ſuch 

proviſion by armed veſſels or otherwiſe, as their reſpec- 
tive Aſſemblies, Conventions, or Committees of Safety 
ſhall judge expedient and ſuitable to their circumſtances 
and ſituations, for the protection of their harbours and 
navigation on their ſea coaſts, againſt all inlawful inva- 
fions, attacks and depredations, from cutters and ſhips of 
war. 
That it be recommended to the makers of arms for the 
uſe of the militia, that they make good ſubſtantial muſ- 
kets, with barrels three feet and a half in length, that 
will carry an ounce ball, and fitted with a good bayonet 
and ſteel ram- rod; and that the making ſuch arms be 
encouraged in theſe United Colonies. 

Where in any colony a militia is already formed un- 
der regulations approved of by the Convention of ſuch 
colony, or by ſuch Aſſemblies as are anually electi ve, 
we refer to the diſcretion of ſuch Convention or Afﬀem- 
bly, either to adopt the foregoing regulations in the 
whole or in part, or to continue their former, as they, 
on conſideration of all circumſtances, ſhall think beſt. 

Adjourned till to-morrow at eight o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY, JvuLy 19, 1775. 


The Preſident laid before the Congreſs a letter from 
the General, with ſundry papers encloſed, which were 
read and conſidered, whereupon | 

Ordered, That Mr. Wilſon apply to the Committee 
of the city and liberties of Philadelphia, and requeſt them 
to make diligent enquiry what quantities of duck, oy 
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can be procured in this city, and make return as ſoon as 
poſſible to this Congrels. 

Reſolved, That Joſeph "Trumbull be Commiſſary Ge- 
neral of ſtores and proviſions for the army of the United 
Colonies. | 

Reſolved, That the appointment of a Quarter Mafter 
General, a Commiſlary of Muſters, and a Commiſſary 
of Artillery, be left to General Waſhington. 

That General Thomas be appointed firſt Brigadier 
General, in the army of the United Colonies, in the 
room of General Pomeroy, who never acted under the 
commiſſion ſent to him, and that General Thomas's 
commilſion bear the ſame date that General Pomeroy's 
did. 

Th-t it be left to General Waſhington, if he thinks 
fit, to. appoint three Brigade Majors, and commiſſion 
them accordingly. | 

That a Committee of three be appointed, to report 
the method of eſtabliſhing an hoſpital. 

The Committee choſen are, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Paine 
and Mr. Middleton. | 

That it be recommended to the colonies of New- 
Hampſhire, Maſſachuſſetts-Bay, Rhode-Iſland and Con- 
necticut, to compleat the deficiencies in the regiments 
belong to their reſpective Colonies, retained by the Ge- 
neral in the continental army before Boſton. 

That it be recommended to the colony of Rhode- 
Iſland, to compleat and ſend forward to the camp before 
Boſton, as ſoon as poſſible, the three hundred and ſixty 
men, lately voted by their General Aſſembly. 

That it be recommended to the colony of Connecti- 
cut, to compleat and ſend forward to the camp before 
Boſton, as ſoon as poſſible, the fourteen hundred men 
lately voted by their General Aſſembly. 
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On motion made, Reſolved, That a Committee be ap- 
pointed to bring in an eſtimate of the expences incurred 
by the votes and reſclves of this Congreſs. 

Mr. Deane, Mr. Johnion and Mr. Cuſhing choſen. 

Agreed, That the Congreſs meet at this place to- 
morrow, and irom this place to go in a body to attend 
Divine Service. 

Refotved, That the nomination of three of the Com- 
miſſioners for Indian affairs, in the ſouthern department, 


be left to the Council of Safety, appointed by the colony 


of South-Carolina. 

That Mr. John Walker, of Virginia, be appointed 
one of the Commiſſioners for Indian affairs in the ſou— 
thern department. 

Adjourned till to-morrow at half paſt nine o'clock. 


THURSDAY, Jury 20, 1775, Half after nine, A M. 

An expreſs arriving with diſpatches from General 
Schuyler, the ſame were read. 

A letter was allo received from the Convention of 
Georgia, and read, ſetting forth, that the colony had 
acceded to the General Aflociation, and appointed De- 
legates to attend this Congreſs. 

Adjourned till one o'clock, P. M. 

P. M. Met according to the adjournment. 

The diſpatches from General Schuyler being taken 
into conſideration. | 

Reſolved, That General Schuyler be empowered to 
diſpoſe of, and employ all the troops in the New York 
department, in ſuch manner as he may think beſt for 
the protection and defence of theſe colonies, the tribes of 
Indians in friendſhip and amity with us, and moſt effec- 
tually to promote the general intereſt, ſtill purſuing, if in 
his power, the former orders from this Congreſs, and 
{ubje& to the future orders of the Commander in Chief. 

Adjourned till to-morrow at eight o'clock. 
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FRIDAY, July 21, 1775. 
Met according to adjournment. 


The committee appointed to prepare an 
addreſs to the inhabitants of Jamaica, hav- 
ing brought in a draught, the ſame was read. 

Ordered; To he on the table. 

The Committee appointed to prepare an 
addreſs to the people of Ireland, brought in 
a draught. 

Ordered, To lie on the table. bes 

Reſolved, That Mr. R. Bache, Mr. Ste- 


phen Paſchal, and Mr. M. Hillegas, be ap- 


pointed to ſuperintend the preſs, and to have 
the overſight and care of printing the bills 
of credit ordered to be ſtruck by this Con- 
greſs. 


Reſolved, That Mr. Willie Jones, of 


North Carolina, be the fifth Commiſſioner 


of Indian affairs in the Southern department, 

Agreeable to order, the Congreſs reſol- 
ved itſelf into a Committee of the whole, to 
take into confideration the ſtate of America, 
and after fome time ſpent therein, the Pre- 
{dent reſumed the chair, and Mr. Ward re- 
ported that they had come to certain refolu- 
tions, which he read, and then deſired leave 
to fit again; 

The committee appointed to deviſe ways 
and means to protect the trade of theſe Co- 


lonies, brought in their report, which was 
read. 


Ordered, That the fame be taken into 
conſideration to-morrow morning. 


2 The 
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The Congreſs then entered upon the con- 
ſideration of the report from the Committee 
of the whole, and after ſome debate, 

Relolved, That ſuch a body of troops be 
kept up in the Maſſachuſetts Bay as Gen. 
Waſhington ihall think neceſſary, provided 
they do not exceed twenty- two thouſand 
men. 

Adjourned till to-mcrrow eight o'clock. 


SATURDAY, July 22, 1775. 


Met according to adjournment, 


Acrecable to. the order of yeſterday, the 
Congreis took into conſideration the report 
of the Committee appointed to deviſe ways 
and means to protect the trade of theſe Co- 
lonics, and after ſome. debate, the further 
conſideration of it was poſtponed to a future 
day. 

On motion, Reſolved, That Dr. Frank- 
lin, Mr. Jefferſon, Mr. J. Adams, and Mr. 
Lee, be a Committee to take into conſidera- 
tion, and report on the reſolution of the 
Houſe of Commons, Feb. 20, 1775, com- 
monly called Lord Northes motion. 
_ Adjourned till Monday at 8 o'Clock. 
Monday being ſpent in a Committee of 


the whole. 
| TUESDAY, July 25, 1775. 


Met according to adjournment. 


The 
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The Committee for that purpoſe appoint= 
ed, brought in this report for e abi 
an hoſpital, which was read. 

The Committee appointed to conlider. che 
ways and means of eſtabliſhing a poſt, 
brought in their report, which was read; 
and ordered to be conſidered to-morrow. 

The Committee appointed to confider and 
report their opinion of the reſolution of the 
Houſe of Commons, brought in their re- 
port, which was read, ordered to lie on the 
table for the peruſal of the members. 

The Congreſs then reſumed the conſide- 
ration of the addreis the Aſſembly of Ja- 
maica, and the ſame being debated by para 
graphs, was agreed to as follows : 


Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the end. 
of Jamaica. 

WE would think ourſelves deficient in 
our duty if we ſuffered this Congreſs to paſs 
over without expreſſing our eſteem for the 
Aſſembly of Jamaica. 25 

* attends to the conduct of thoſe 
who have been entruſted with the admini- 
ſtration of Britiſh affairs, during theſe laſt 
twelve years, will diſcover in it a deliberate 
plan to deſtroy, in every part of the empire, 
the free Conſtitution, for which Britain has 
been ſo long and ſo juſtly famed With a 
dexterity, artful and wicked, they have va- 
ried the modes of attack according to the 
different characters and circumſtances of thoſe 
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whom they meant to reduce. In the Eaſt- 
Indies, where the effeminancy of the inha- 
bitants promiſed an eaſy conqueſt, they 
thought it unneceſſary to veil their tyrannic 
principles under the thinneſt diſguiſe. With- 
out deigning even to pretend a juſtification of 
their conduct, they ſacrificed the lives of 
millions to the gratification of their infatia- 
ble avarice and luſt of power, In Britain, 
where the maxims of' freedom were till 
known, but where luxury and ditfipation 
had diminiſhed the wonted reverence for 
them, the attack has been carried on in a 
more ſecret and indire& manner : Corrup- 
tion has been employed to nndermine them. 

The Americans are not enervated by effe- 
minancy, like the inhabitants of India; nor 
debauched by luxury, like thoſe of Great 
Britain: It was therefore judged proper to 
aſſail them by bribery, or by undiſguiſed 
force. Plauſible ſyſtems were formed; 

ſpecious pretences were made: All the arts 
of ſophiſtry were tried to ſhew, that the 
Britiſh miniſtry had, by law, a ri ight to en- 
ſlave us. The firſt and beſt maxims of the 
conſtitution, venerable to Britons and to 
Americans, were perverted and prophaned. 

The power of parliament derived from the 
people to bind the people, was extended 
over thoſe from whom it was never derived. 
It i is aſſerted, that a ſtanding army may be 
conſtitutionally kept among us, without our 
conſent. Theſe principles, diſhonourable 


to 
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to thoſe who adopted them, and deſtructive 
to thoſe, to whom they were applied, were 
nevertheleſs carried into execution by the 
foes of liberty and of mankind ; acts of par- 
liament, ruinous to America, and unſervice- 
able to Britain, were made to bind us. Ar- 
mies, maintained by the parliament, were 
ſent over to ſecure their operation. The 
power, however, and the cunning of our ad- 
verſaries, were alike unſucceſsful. We re- 
fuſed to their parliament an obedience, 
which our judgments diſapproved of: We re- 
fuſed to their armies a ſubmiſſion, which ſpi- 
rits unaccuſtomed to ſlavery, could not brook. 
But while we ſpurned a diſgraceful ſub- 
jection, we were far from running into raſh, 
or ſeditious meaſures of oppoſition. Filled 
with ſentiments of loyalty to our ſovereign, 
and of affection and reſpect for our fellow 
ſubjects in Britain; we petitioned, we ſup- 
plicated, we expoſtulated: Our prayers 
were rejected: Our remonſtrances were diſ- 
regarded: Our grievances were accumula- 
ted. All this did not provoke us to violence. 
An appeal to the juſtice and humanity of 
thoſe who had injured us, and were bound 
to redreſs our injuries, were ineffectual; we 
next reſolved to make an appeal to their in- 
tereſt; though by doing ſo we knew we muſt 
ſacrifice our own, and (which'gave us equal 
uneaſineſs) that of our friends who:had-ne- 
ver: offended us, and who were connected 


with us by a ſympathy of feelings under op-. 


preſſions 
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prefſions ſimilar to our own. We reſolved 
to give up our commerce, that we might 
preſerve our liberty. We flattered ourſelves 
that, when, by withdrawing our commercial 
intercourſe with Britain, which we had an 
undoubted right either to withdraw or to con- 
tinue, her trade ſhould be diminiſhed, her 
revenues impaired, and her manufactures 
unemployed, our miniſterial foes would be 
induced by intereſt, or compelled by neceſ- 
fity, to depart from the plan of tyranny which 
they had ſo long purſued, and to ſubſtitute, 
in its place, a ſyſtem more compatible with 
the freedom of America, and the juſtice of 
Britain. That this ſcheme of non-impor- 
tation and non-exportation might be produc- 
tive of the deſired effects, we were obliged 
to include the iſlands in it. From this ne- 
ceſſity, and from this neceſſity alone, has 
our conduct towards them proceeded. By 
converting your ſugar plantations into fields 
of grain, you can ſupply yourſelves with the 
neceſſaries of life: While the preſent unhap- 
py ſtruggle ſhall continue, We cannot do 
more. 

But why ſhould we make an apology to 
the patriotic Aſſembly of Jamaica, who know 
o well the value of liberty; who are ſo ſen- 
fible of the extreme danger to which ours is 
expoſed ; and who foreſee how certainly the 
deſtruction of ours muſt be followed by the 
deſtruction of their own ? 


We 
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Wereceive uncommon pleaſure from ob- 
ferving the principles of our righteous oppo- 
ſition diſtinguiſhed by your approbation : 
We feel the warmeſt gratitude for your pa- 
thetic mediation in our behalf with the 
crown. It was indeed unavailing—but are 
you to blame?—Mournful experience tells 
us, that petitions are often rejected, while 
the ſentiments and conduct of the petitioners 
entitle what they offer to a happier fate. 

That our petitions have been treated with 
diſdain is now become the ſmalleſt part of 
our complaint: Miniſterial infolenee is loſt 
in miniſterial barbarity. It has, by an ex- 
ertion peculiarly ingenious, procured thoſe 
very meaſures, which it laid us under the 
hard neceſſity of purſuing, to be ſtigmatized 
in parliament as rebellious : It has employed 
additional fleets and armies for the infamous 
purpoſe of compelling us to abandon them: 
It has plunged us in all the horrors and cala- 
mities of civil war: It has cauſed the trea- 
ſure and the blood of Britons (formerly ſhed 
and expended for far other ends) to be ſpilt 
and waſted in the execrable deſign of ſpread- 
ing ſlavery over Britiſh America: It will not, 
however, accompliſh its aim : In the worſt 
of contingences, a choice will ſtill be left, 
which it never can prevent us from making. 
- The peculiar ſituation of your iſland for- 
bids your aſſiſtance. But we have your good 


wiſhes. From the good wiſhes of the friends 
of 
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of liberty and mankind we ſhall always de- 


rive conſolation. - 

| Ordered, That a fair copy be made out, to 
be ſigned by the preſident, and tranſmitted 
by the firſt opportunity. 

The congreſs then reſuming the report of 
the Committee of the whole, came to the 
following reſolutions. 

Reſolved that a body of forces, not exceed- 
ing five thouſand, be kept up in the New 
York department, for the purpoſe of defend- 
ing that part of America, and for ſecuring 
the lakes, and protecting the frontiers from 
incurſions and invaſions. 

That a further ſum, amounting to the 
value of one million of Spaniſh milled dollars 
be ſtruck in bills of thirty dollars each. 

As the ſigning ſo great a number of bills 
as has been directed to be iſſued by this Con- 
greſs, will require more time than the mem- 
bers can poſſibly devote to that buſineſs, con- 
ſiſtent with the attention due to the public 
ſervice. 

Reſolved, That the following gentlemen 
be appointed and fully authoriſed to ſign the 
ſame, viz. Luke Morris, Samuel Meredith: 
Judah F oulke, Samuel Morris, Frederiol 
Kuhl, Robert Strettle Jones, Thomas Coombe, 
Ellis Lewis, John Meaſe, Thomas Lawrence, 
Daniel Clymer, John Maxwell Neſbit, Tho- 
mas Barclay, John Bayard, William Craig, 
Thomas ke. John Shee, Iſaac Hazlehurſt, 
Robert r Anthony Morris, Mordecai 


Lewis, 
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Lewis, George Mifflin, Robert Tuckniſs, 
Andrew Bunner, William Jackſon, Joſeph 
Sims, James Milligan, and James Reed. 
That each of the continental bills be num- 
bered and figned by two of the above gentle- 
men. 

That each gentleman, who ſigns the conti- 
nental bills, be aliowed and paid out of the 
continental treaſury, one dollar and one third 
of a dollar, for each and every thouſand bills, 
ſigned and numbered by him. 

That the gentlemen appointed to number 
and ſign the bills do give their receipts for 
the ſame, expreſſing the number and deno- 
mination of them; and after numbering and 
ſigning them, ſhall deliver the ſame to the 
continental treaſury, taking their receipts for 
the bills ſo delivered. 

On motion, reſolved, That Mr. Samuel 
Adams, Mr. Lee, and Mr. J. Rutledge, with 
the ſecretary, be a Committee to reviſe the 
journal of this Congreſs, and prepare it for 
the preſs. | 


Adjourned till to-morrow at 8 o'clock. 
WEDNESDAY, July 26, 1775. 


Met according to adjournment. 


Agreeable to order, the Congreſs reſ umed 
the conſideration of the report of the Com- 
mittee for eſtabliſhing a poſt ; and. the ſame 
being debated, was agrecd to as follows. 

Aa That 
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That a poſt-maſter-general be appointed 
for the united Colonies, who ſhall hold his 
office at Philadelphia, and ſhall be allowed a 
ſalary of 1000 dollars per annum, for himſelf, 
and 340 dollars per annum, for a ſecretary 
and comptroller, with power to appoint ſuch, 
and ſo many deputies as to him may ſeem 
proper and neceflary. 

That a line of poſts be appointed under 

the direction of the poſt-maſter general, from 
Falmouth, in New England, to Savannah, 
in Georgia, with as many croſs poſts as he 
- hall think fit. 
' That the allowance to the deputies, in lieu 
of ſalary and all contingent expences, ſhall 
be 20 per cent. on the ſums they collect and 
pay into the general poſt- office annually, 
when the whole is under or not exceeding 
1000 dollars, and ten per cent. for all ſums. 
above 1000 dollars a year. 

That the ſeveral deputies account quarterly 
with the general poit-office, and the poſt- 
maſter general annually with the Continental 
treaſurers, When he ſhall pay into the receipt 
of the {id treaſurers the profits of the poſt- 
office; and if the neceſſary expence of this 
eſtabliſhment ſhould exceed the produce of 
it, the deficiency ſhall be made good by the 
united Colonies, and paid to the poſt-maſter 
general by the Continental treaſurers. 

On motion made, reſolved, That it be re- 
commended to the poſt-maſter general to 
eſtabliſh a weekly poſt to South- Carolina. 


That 
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That it be left to the poſt-maſter general to 


appoint a ſecretary and comptroller. 

The Congreſs then proceeded to the elec- 
tion of a poſt-maſter general ſor one year, and 
until another is appointed by a future Con- 
greſs, when Benjamin Franklin, Eſq ; was 
unanimouſly choſen. 

Adjourned till to-morrow at 8 o'clock. 


THURSDAY, July 27, 1775. 
Met according to adjournment. 


The Congreſs took into conſideration the 
report of the Committee on eſtabliſhing an 
hoſpital for the army, and the ſame being 
debated, was agreed to as follows. . 

That for the eſtabliſhment of an hoſpital 
For an army confiſting of twenty .thouſfand 
men, the following officers and other atten- 

dants be appointed with the following al- 
lowance or pay, viz. | 

One director general and chief phyſician, 
his pay per day four dollars. 

Four ſurgeons, each ditto one and one 
third of a dollar. 
One apothecary, ditto, one and one third 
of a dollar. 

Twenty ſurgeons mates, each ditto, two 
thirds of a dollar. 

One clerk ditto, two thirds of a dollar. 

Two ſtore-keepers, each four dollars per 


month. 


Aa 2 One 
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One nurſe te every ten ſick, one fifteenth 


of a dollar per day, or two dollars per month. 
Labourers occaſionally. 


The duty of the hove officers. 


The director to furniſ medicines, bed- 
ding, and all other neceſſaries, to pay for the 
ſame, ſuperintend the whole, and make his 
report to, and receive orders from, the com- 
mander in chief. 

Surgeons, apothecary, and mates, to viſit 
and attend the ſick, and the mates to obey 
the orders of the phyſicians, ſurgeons and 
apothecary. 

Matron. To ſuperintend the nurſes, bed - 
ding, &c. | 

Nurſes. To attend the fick and obey the 
matron's orders. 

Clerk. To keep accounts for the director 
and ſtore-keepers. 

Store-keeper. To receive and deliver the 
bedding and other neceſſaries by order of the 
director. 

The Congreſs then proceeded to the elec- 
tion of officers for the hoſpital, when 

Benjamin Church was unanimoufly elected, 
to be director of, and Phyfician i in, the hoſ- 

ital. 
F Reſolved, That the appointment of the 
four ſurgeons and the apothecary be left to 
Doctor B. Church. | 
That the mates be appointed by the ſur- 
geons. | 
my That 
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That the number of mates do not excecd 
twenty. 

That the number be not kept in conſtant 
pay, unleſs the fick and wounded ſhould be 
ſo numerous as to require the attendance of 
twenty, and to be diminiſhed as circumſtan- 
ces will admit, for which purpoſe the pay is 
fixed by the day, that they may only receive 
pay for actual ſervice. 

That one clerk, two ſtore-keepers, and 
one nurſe to every ten ſick be appointed by 
the director. 

Upon motion made, reſolved, That the 
paymaſter give bond with two ſureties, in 
the ſum of fifty thouſand dollars, for the 
faithful performance of his office. 

That the bond be made payable to the ſame 


perſons, to whom the bonds of the Conti- 
nental treaſurers are payable. 


James Warren, Eſq; was then unani- 
mouſly elected paymaſter general. 

Reſolved, That the paymaſter in the New 
Vork department give bond to the ſame 
perſons as above directed, with two ſureties, 


in the ſum of 2 5,000 dollars, for the faithful 
| performance of his office. 


Adjourned till to-morrow at 8 0 clock. 
FRIDAY, July 28, 1775. 
Met according to adjounrment. 


Ordered, That Mr. McKean, and Mr. 
Wilſon, prepare the form of bonds for the 
continental treaſurers to execute. 


The 
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The Congreſs then proceeded to the elec- 
tion of a Paymaſter for the Forces in the 

New-York department, when Jonathan 
Trumbull, jun. Eſq; was unanimouſly elec- 
ted to that oflicc. 

The Addreſs to the People of Irelandhe- 


ing again read by paragraphs, was agreed to 
as follows : 


To the People of Ireland. From the delegates 
22 by the United Colonies of New 
Jampfhire, Maſjſachuſetts-Bay, Rhode- Iſland 
and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, 
New-York, Neu- Jerſey, Pennſylvania, the 
Lower Counties on Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, North-Carolina and South Caro-, 
lina, in General Congreſs at Philadelphia, 
the 10th of May, 1775. 


Friends and Fellow Subjects, 


AS the important conteſt, into which we 
have been driven, is now become intereſting 
to every European ſtate, and particularly af- 
ſects the members of the Britiſh empire, we 
think it our duty to addreſs you on the ſub- 


ject. We are defirous, as is natural to in- 
zured innocence, of poſſeſſing the good opi- 


nion of the virtuous and humane—We are 
peculiarly defirous of furniſhing you with a 
true ſtate of our motives and objects; the 
better to enable you to judge of our conduct 
with accuracy, and determine the merits of 
the controverſy with impartiality and pre- 
ciſion. 


Howeve 
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However incredible it may appear, that, 
at this enlightened period, the leaders of a 
nation, which in every age has ſacrificed he- 
catombs of her braveſt patriots on the altar 
of liberty, ſhould preſume gravely to aſſert 
and, by force of arms, attempt to eſtabliſh 
an arbitrary {ſway over the lives, liberties, 
and property of their tellow ſubjects in Ame- 
rica ; it is nevertheleſs a moſt deplorable and 
indiſputable truth. 

Theſe Colonies have, from the time of 
their firſt ſettlement, for near two centuries, 
peaceably enjoyed thoſe very rights, of which 
the Miniſty have, for ten years paſt, endea- 
voured, by fraud and by violence to deprive 
them. At the concluſion of the laſt war 
the genius of England and the ſpirit of wiſ- 
dom, as if offended at the ungrateful treat- 
ment of their ſons, withdrew from the Bri- 
tiſh counſels and left that nation a prey to a 
race of miniſters, with whom ancient Eng- 
liſh honeſty and benevolence diſdained to 
dwell. From that period, jealouſy, diſcontent, 
oppreſſion and diſcord have raged among all 
his Majeſty's ſubjects; and filled every part 
of his dominions with diſtreſs and complaint. 
Not content with our purchaſing of Bri- 
-tain at her own price, cloathing and a thou- 
ſand other articles uſed by near three milli- 
ons of people on this vaſt continent; not ſa- 
tisfied with the amazing profits ariſing from 
the monopoly of our trade, without giving 
us either time to breathe after a long though 


glorious 
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glorious war, or the leaſt credit for the blood 
and treaſure we have expended in it ;—Not- 
withſtanding the zeal we had manifeſted for 
the ſervice of our ſovereign, and the warm- 
eſt attachment to the conſtitution of Britain 
and the people of England, a black and hor- 
rid deſign was formed to convert us from 
freemen into ſlaves, from ſubjects into vaſ- 
ſals, and from friends into enemies. 

Taxes for the firſt time ſince we landed on 
the American ſhores, were, without our con- 
ſent, impoſed upon us; an unconſtituticnal 
edict to compel us to furniſh neceſſaries for 
a ſtanding army, that we wiſhed to fee diſ- 
banded, was iſſued; and the legiſlature of 
New-York ſuſpended for refuſing to comply 
with it. Our antient and ineſtimable right 
of trial by jury was, in many inſtances, abo- 
liſhed ; and the common law of the land 
made to give place to Admiralty juriſdicti- 
ons, judges were rendered, by the tenure of 
their commiſſions, entirely dependent on 
the will of a miniſter. New crimes were 
arbitrarily created; and new courts, un- 
known to the conſtitution, inſtituted. Wick- 
ed and inſidious Governors have been ſet over 
us; and dutiful petitions for the removal 
of even the notoriouſly infamous Governor 
Hutchinſon, were branded with the oppro- 
bious appellation of ſcandalous and defama- 
tory. "Hardy attempts have been made un- 
der colour of parliamentary authority to ſeize 
Americans, and carry them to Great Britain 

to 
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to be tried for offences committed in the co 
lonies. Ancient charters have no longer 
remained ſacred, that of Mafſachuſetts-Bay 
was violated ; and their form of government 
eſſentially mutilated and transformed. On 
pretence .of puniſhing a violation of ſome 
private property, committed by a few diſ- 
guiſed individuals, the populous and flou- 
riſhing town of Boſton was ſourounded by 
fleets and armies ; its trade deſtroyed; its 
port blocked up; and thirty thouſand citi- 
zens ſubjected to all the miſeries attending 
ſo ſudden a convulſion in their commercial 
metropolis ; and to remove every obſtacle to 
the rigorous execution of this ſyſtem. of op- 
preſſion, an act of parliament was paſſed evi- 
dently calculated to. indemnify thoſe, who 
might, in the proſecution of it, even em- 
brue their hands in the blood of the inha- 

bitants. | 
Though preſſed by ſuch an accumulation 
of undeterved injuries America {till remem- 
bered her duty to her ſovereign. A Con- 
greſs, conſiſting of deputies from twelve 
United Colonies aſſembled. They in the 
moſt reſpectiul terms laid their grievances at 
the foot of the throne; and implored his 
Majeſty's interpoſition in their behalf. They 
alſo agreed to ſuſpend all trade with Great 
Britain, Ireland and the Weſt-Indies, hop- 
ing, by this peaceable mode of . oppoſition, 
to obtain that juſtice from the Britiſh minſ- 
try which had been fo long ſolicited in yain. 
B b And 
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And here permit us to aſſure you, that it was 
with the utmoſt reluctance we could prevail 
upon ourſelves to ceaſe our commercial con- 
nections with your iſland, —Your parliament 
had done us no wrong—You had ever been 
friendly to the rights of mankind ; and we 
acknowledge, with pleaſure and gratitude, 
that your nation has produced Patriots, who 
have nobly diſtinguiſhed themſelves in the. 
cauſe of humanity and America. On the 
other hand, we were not ignoraut that the 
labor and manufactures of Ireland, like thoſe 
of the ſilk-worm, were of little moment to 
herſelf; but ſerved only to give luxury to 
thoſe, who neither toil nor ſpin.—We per- 
ceived, that it we continued our commerce 
with you, our agreement not to import from 
Britain would be fruitleſs; and were there- 
fore compelled to adopt a meaſure, to which 
nothing but abſolute neceſſity would have re- 
conciled us It gave us however, ſome con- 
ſolation to reflect, that ſhould it occaſion 
much diſtreſs, the fertile regions of America 
would afford you a ſafe aſylum from poverty, 
and in time from oppreſſion alſo—an aſylum, 
in which many thouſands of your country- 
men, have found hoſpitality, peace and af- 
fluence; and become united to us by all the 
ties of conſanguinity, mutual intereſt and 
affection Nor did the Congreſs ſtop here 
Flattered by a pleaſing expectation, that the 
juſtice and humanity which had ſo long cha- 
racterized the Engliſh Nation, would on 


proper 
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Proper application, afford us relief; they 
repreſented their grievances in an affectionate 
addreſs to their brethren in Britain, and in- 
treated their aid and interpoſition in behalf 
of theſe Colonies. 

The more fully to evince their reſpect for 
their Sovereign, the unhappy people of Boſ- 
ton were requeſted by the Congreſs to ſub- 
mit with patience to their fate; and all 
America united in a reſolution to abſtain 
from every ſpecies of violence During this 
period, that devoted town ſuffered unſpeak- 
ably. Its inhabitants were inſulted and their 
property violated—still relying on the cle- 
mency and juſtice of his Majeſty and the 
nation, they permitted a few regiments to 
take poſſeſſion of their town ; to ſurround it 
with fortifications, and to cut off all inter- 
courſe between them and their friends i in the 
country. 

With anxious expectation did all America 
wait the event of their petition-- All America 
laments its fate- Their Prince was deaf to 
their complaints: And vain were all dan 
to impreis him with a ſenſe of the ſuffer- 
ings of his American ſubjects; of the cruel- 
ty of their Taſk-Maſters, and of the many 

lagues which impended over his dominiogs, 
Inſtead of directions for a candid enquiry in- 
to qur grievances, inſult was added to op- 
preſſion, and our long forbearance rewarded 
with the imputation of cowardice. Qur 
trac with foreign ſtates Was prohib ited ; 
Bb 2 "and 
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and an act of Parliament paſſed to prevent 
our even fiſhing on our own coaſts- Our 
peaceable Aſſemblies for the purpoſe of con- 
ſulting the common ſafety, were declared 
ſeditious ; and our aſſerting the very rights 
which placed the Crown of Great-Britain 
on the heads of the three ſucceſſive princes 
of the houſe of Hanover, ſtiled rebellion--- 
Orders were given to reinforce the troops in 
America--The wild and barbarous ſavages 
of the wilderneſs have been ſolicited by gifts 
to take up the hatchet againſt us; and inſti- 
gated to deluge our ſettlements with the 
blood of innocent and defenceleſs women 
and children--The whole country was more- 
over alarmed with the expected horrors of 
domeſtic inſurre&tions--Refinements in pa- 
rental cruelty, at which the genius of Bri- 
tain muſt bluſh! Refinements which ad- 
mit not of being even recited without hor- 
ror, or practiſed without infamy! We ſhould 
be happy were theſe dark machinations the 
mere ſuggeſtions of ſuſpicion--We are ſorry 
to declare, that we are poſſeſſed of the moſt 
authentic and indubitable evidence of their 
reality. 

The miniſtry, bent on pulling down the 
illars of the conſtitution, endeavoured to 
erect the ſtandard of deſpotiſm in America; 
and if ſucceſsful, Britain and Ireland may 

ſhudder at the conſequences ! 
T hree of the moſt experienced Generale 
are ſent to wage war with their fellow ſub- 
| Jets; 
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jets; and America is amazed to find the 
name of Howe in the catalogue of her ene- 
mies She loved his brother. 

Deſpairing of driving the Colonies to re- 
ſiſtance by any other means than actual hoſ- 
tility, a detachment of the army at Boſton 
marched into the country in all the array of 
war ; and unprovoked, fired upon, and killed 
ſeveral of the inhabitants—The neighbour- 


ing farmers ſuddenly aſſembled, and repelled. 


the attack—From this, all communication 
between the town and country was inter- 
cepted—The citizens petitioned the General 
for permiſſion to leave the town, and he 
promiſed on ſurrendering their arms, to per- 
mit them to depart with their other effects 
They accordingly ſurrendered their arms, 
and the General violated his faith—Unger 
various pretences, paſſports were delayed 
and denied; and many thouſands of the in- 
habitants are at this day confined in the 
town in the utmoſt wretchedneſs and want 
— The lame, the blind, and the fick, have 
indeed been turned out into the neighbour- 
ing fields ; and ſome, eluding the vigilance 
of the ſentinels, have eſcaped from the town 
by ſwimming to the adjacent ſhores. 

The war having thus began on the part 
of General Gage's troops, the country arm- 
ed and embodied. The re-inforcements 
from Ireland ſoon after arrived; a vigorous 
attack was then made upon the Provincials— 
In their march the troops ſurrounded the 

town 
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town of Charleſtown, conſiſting of about 400 
houſes, then recently abandoned to eſeape the 
fury of a relentleſs foldiery. Having plun- 
dered the houtes, they ſet fire to the town, 
and reduced it to afhes—To this wanton 
waſte of property, unknown to civilized na- 
tions, they were prompted, the better to 
conceal their approach under cover of the 
ſmoak. A ſhocking mixture of cowardice 
and cruelty, which then firſt tarniſhed the 
luſtre of the Britiſh arms, when aimed at a 
brother's bredſt But bleſſed be God, they 
were reſtrained from committing farther ra- 
vages, by the loſs of a very conſiderable part 
of their army, including many of their moſt 
experienced officers—The loſs of the inha- 
bitants was inconfiderable. | 
Compelled therefore to behold thouſands 
of our countrymen inpriſoned, and men, 
women, and childred, involved in promiſ- 
cuous and unmeritted miſery—When we 
find all faith at an end, and ſacred treaties 
turned into tricks of ſtate—When we per- 
cieve our friends and kinſmen maſſacred, 
our hahitations plundered, our houſes in 
flames, and their once happy inhabitants fed 
only by the hand of charity Who can blame 
us for endeavouring to reſtrain the progreſs 
of deſolation? Who can cenſure our repel- 
ling the attacks of ſuch a barbarous band? 
Who, in ſuch circumſtances, would not obey 
the great, the univerſal, the divine law of 
ſelf-preſervation ?. | 
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Though vilified as wantrfig ſpirit, we are 
determined to behave. like men—Though 
inſulted and abuſed, we with for reconcilia» 
tion Though defamed as ſeditious, we are 
ready to obey the laws. — And though charged 
with rebellion, will chearfully bleed 3 in de- 
fence of our {overeign in a-righteous cauſe 
— What more can we ſay ?—What more 
can we offer f 

But we forbear to trouble you with a te- 
dious detail of the various and fruitleſs offers 
and applications We have repeatedly made, 
not for penſions, for wealth, or for honors, 
but for the humble boon of being permitted 
to poſſeſs rig fruits of honeſt induſtry, and 
to enjoy that degree of liberty, to which God 
and the conſtitution have n. us an un- 
doubted right. 

Bleſſed with an indiſſoluble union, with a 
variety of internal reſources, and with a firm 
reliance on the juſtice of the ſupreme diſpoſer 
of all human events, we have no doubt of 
riſing ſuperior to all the machinations of 
evil and abandoned miniſters. We already 
anticipate the golded period, when liberty, 
with all thegentle arts of peace and humanity, 
ſhall eſtabliſh her mild dominion in this 
weſtern world, and erect eternal monuments 
to the memory of thoſe virtuous patriots and 
martyrs, who ſhall have fought and bled and 
ſuffered in her cauſe. 

Accept our moſtgraceful acknowledgments 
for the firiendly ditpoſition you have always 
ſhewn towards.us—We know that you are 


not 
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not without your grievances We ſympa- 
thize with you in your diſtreſs, and are 
pleaſed to find that the deſign of ſubjugating 
us, has perſuaded adminiſtration to diſpenſe to 
Ireland, ſome vagrant rays of miniſterial ſun- 
ſhine Even the tender mercies of govern- 
ment have long been cruel towards you—In 
the rich paſtures of Ireland, many hungry 
parricides have fed, and grown ſtrong to 
labour in its deſtruction. We hope the pa- 
tient abiding of the meek may not always be 
forgotten ; and-God grant that the iniquitous 
ichemes of exterpating Liberty from the 
Britiſh empire may be ſoon defeated. But 
we ſhould be wanting to ourſelves; we ſhould 
be perfidious to poſterity; we ſhould be 
unworthy that anceſtry from which we 
derive out deſcent, ſhould we ſubmit with 
folded arms to military butchery and depreda- 
tions, to gratify the lordly ambition, or ſa- 
tiate the avarice of a Britiſh Miniſtry. In 
defence of our perſons and properties, under 
actual violation, we have taken up arms— 
When that violence ſhall be removed, and 
hoſtilities ceaſe on the part of the aggreſſors, 
they ſhall ceaſe on our part. alſo—For the 
atchievement of this happy event, we confide 
in the good offices of our fellow ſubjects. be- 
yond the Atlantic. Of their friendly diſpoſi- 
tion we do not yet deſpond ; aware as they 1 
muſt be, that they have nothing more to 
expect from the ſame common enemy, than 
the humble favour of being laſt devoured. 


Adjourned till to-morrow at 8 o'clock, : 
| SATUR= 
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SATURDAY, July 29, 1775. 
Met according to adjournment. 


The Congreſs reſumed the conſideration 
of the report from the Committee of the 
whole, and came to the following reſolution: 

Reſolved, That the pay of the Commiſ- 
ſary General of Muſters be 40 dollars per 
month. 

Deputy Commiſſary General of Stores and 
Proviſions 60 dollars per ditto. 

Deputy Adjutant-General 50 dollars per 
ditto. 


Deputy Muſter-Maſter-General 40 dollars 
per ditto. 

Brigade-Major 33 dollars per ditto. 
Commiſſary of Artillery 30 dollars per 
ditto. 

Judge Advocate 20 dollars per ditto. 

Colonel 50 dollars per ditto. 

Lieutenant-Colonel 40 dollars per ditto. 

Major 33 dollars and one-third per ditto. 

Captain 20 dollars per ditto. 

Lieutenant 13 dollars and one-third per 
ditto. | 

Enfign 10 dollars per ditto. 

Serjeant 8 dollars per ditto. 

Corporal, Drummer, and Fifer, each 7 
dollars and one-third per ditto. | 

Private 6 dollars and two-thirds per ditto. 

Adjutant 18 dollars and one-third per 
ditto. 


Quarter Maſter 18 dollars and one-third 
per ditto, 


5 Chaplain 
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not without your grievances—We ſympa- 
thize with you in your diſtreſs, and are 
pleaſed to find that the deſign of ſubjugating 
us, has perſuaded adminiſtration to diſpenſe to 
Ireland, ſome vagrant rays of miniſterial ſun- 
ihine—Even the tender mercies of govern- 
ment have long been cruel towards you—In 
the rich paſtures of Ireland, many hungry 
parricides have fed, and grown ſtrong to 
labour in its deſtruction. We hope the pa- 
tient abiding of the meek may not always be 
forgotten; and- God grant that the iniquitous 
ichemes of exterpating Liberty from the 
Britiſh empire may be ſoon defeated. But 
we ſhould be wanting to ourſelves; we ſhould 
be perfidious to poſterity; we ſhould be 
unworthy that anceſtry from which we 
derive out deſcent, ſhould we ſubmit with 
folded arms to military butchery and depreda- 
tions, to gratify the lordly ambition, or ſa- 
tiate the avarice of a Britiſh Miniſtry. In 
defence of our perſons and properties, under 
actual violation, we have taken up arms— 
When that violence ſhall be removed, and 
hoſtilities ceaſe on the part of the aggreſſors, 
they ſhall ceaſe on our part. alſo—For the 
atchievement of this happy event, we confide 
in the good offices of our fellow ſubjects. be- 
yond the Atlantic. Of their friendly diſpoſi- 
tion we do not yet deſpond ; aware as they 
ruſt be, that they have nothing more to 
expect from the ſame common enemy, than 
the humble favour of being laſt devoured. 


Adjourned till to-morrow at 8 o'clock. 
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SATURDAY, July 29, 1775. 
Met according to adjournment. 


The Congreſs reſumed the conſideration 
of the report from the Committee of the 
whole, and came to the following reſolution: 

Reſolved, That the pay of the Commiſ- 
ſary General of Muſters be 40 dollars per 


month. 


Deputy Commiſſary General of Stores and 
Proviſions 60 dollars per ditto. 


Deputy Adjutant-General 50 dollars per 
ditto. 


Deputy Muſter-Maſter-General 40 dollars 
per ditto. 

Brigade-Major 33 dollars per ditto. 
Commiſſary of Artillery 30 dollars per 
ditto. 

Judge Advocate 20 dollars per ditto, 

Colonel 50 dollars per ditto. 

Lieutenant-Colonel 4o dollars per ditto. 
Major 33 dollars and one-third per ditto. 

Captain 20 dollars per ditto. 

Lieutenant 13 dollars and one-third per 
ditto. 

Enſign 10 dollars per ditto. 

Serjeant 8 dollars per ditto. 

Corporal, Drummer, and Fifer, each 7 
dollars and one-third per ditto. ® 

Private 6 dollars and two-thirds per ditto. 
Adjutant 18 dollars and one-third per 
ditto. 


Quarter Maſter 18 dollars and one-third 
per ditto, 
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Chaplain 20 dollars per ditto. 
That tne pay of the light-infantry be the 


ſame as that in the regiment, from a captain 
to a private, both incluſive. 

That in the artillery the pay be of a captain 
26 dollars and two thirds per month. 

Captain lieutenant 20 dollars per ditto. 

Lieutenant firſt and ſecond 18 dollars and 
one third per ditto. 


Lieutenant freworker 13 dollars and one 
third per ditto. 

Serjcant 8 dollars and one third per ditto. 

Corporal 7 dollars and a half per ditto. 

Bombardier 7 dollars per ditto. 

Matroſs 6 dollars and five ſixths of a dollar 
per « ditto. 

That the a appointment of provoſt-marſhal, 
waggon-maſlter, and maſter carpenter, be left 
to the commander in chief of the army, who 
is to fix their pay, having regard to the pay 
they receive in the miniſterial army, and the 
proportion that the pay of the officers in ſaid 
army bears to the pay of our officers. 

Wilkam Tudor, Eſq; was elected judge 
advocate to the army. 

Reſolved, That Michael Hillegas and 
George Clemer, Eſquires, be joint treaſurers 
of the united Colonies : : That the treaſurers 
refide in Philadelphia, and that they ſhall 
give bond with ſurety for the faithful per- 
formance of their 1 Sa in the ſum of one 
hundred thouſand dollars to John Hancock, 
Henry Middleton, john Dickinſon, John 
En Alfop, 
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Alſop, Thomas Lynch, Richard Henry Lee, 
and James Wilſon, Eſquires, and the ſurvivor 
of them in truſt for the united Colonies. 

That the provincial aſſemblies or conven- 
tions do each chuſe a treaſurer for their re- 
ſpective Colonies, and take ſufficient ſecurity 
for the faithful performance of the truſt. 

That each Colony provide ways and means 
to {ink its proportion of the bills ordered to 
be emitted by this Congreſs, in ſuch manner 
as may be moſt effectual and beſt adapted to 
the condition, circumſtances and equal mode 
of levying taxes in ſuch Colony. 

That the proportion or quota of f ſueh Co- 
lony be determined according to the number 
of inhabitants of all ages, including negroes 
and mulattoes in each Colony; but as this 
cannot at preſent be aſſertained, that the 
quotas of the ſeveral Colonies be ſettled for 
the preſent as follows, to undergo a reviſion 


and correction, when the liſt of each Colony 
is obtained. 


New-Hampſhire 124069 I- half. 
Maſſachuſetts Bay, - 434244 
Rhode Iſland. .. 7959 1-half. 
Connecticut, — - - 248139 
New-York, - - - - 248129 
New-Jerley, - --_- , 161290 1-half. 
Penntylvania, - - 372208 1-half. 
Delaware 37219 1-halt. 
Maryland, - - 3101/4 fl-half. 
Virginia, - - 496278 

N orth-Carolina, - - -< 248139 


South-Carolina, - - - 248139 
—3,000000 


( 196 >) | 


That each Colony pay its reſpective quota 
in four cqual annual payments, the firſt pay- 
ment to be made on or before the laſt day of 
November, which will be in the year of our 
Lord 1779 ; the ſecond or before the laſt day 
of November 1780 ; the third, on or before 
the laſt day of November, 1781, and the 
fourth or laſt, on or before the laſt day of 
November, 17823 and that for this end the 
ſeveral provincial aflemblies or conventions 
provide for laying and levying taxes in their 
reſpective Provinces or Colonies, towards 
ſinking the, continental bills: That the ſaid 
bills be received by the collectors in pay- 
ment of ſuch taxes, and be by the collectors 
paid into the hands of the provincial trea- 
ſurers, with all ſuch other monies as they 
may receive in lieu of the continental bills, 
which other monies the ſaid provincial trea- 
ſurers ſhall endeavour to get exchanged for 
continental bills, and where that cannot be 
done, ſhall ſend to the continental treaſurers 
the deficiency in filver or gold, with the 
bills making up the quota to be ſunk in that 
year, taking care to cut by a circular punch 
of an inch diameter an hole in each bill, and 
and to croſs the ſame, thereby to render 
them unpaſſable, though the ſum or value is 
to remain fairly legible. And the conti- 
nental treaſurers, as faſt as they receive the 
ſaid quotas, ſhall with the aſſiſtance of a 
Committee of five 1 to be appointed 
by the Congreſs, if ſitting, or by the aſſem- 

bly 
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bly or convention of the province of Pennſyl- 
vania, examine and count the continental 
bills, and in the preſence of the ſaid Com- 
mittee burn and deſtroy them. And the 
filver and gold ſent them to make up the de- 
ficiencies of quotas, they ſhall retain in their 
hands until demanded in redemption of con- 
tinental bills that may be brought to them 
for that purpoſe, which bills ſo redeemed, 
they ſhall alſo burn and deſtroy in preſence 
of the ſaid Committee. And the ſaid trea- 
ſurers, whenever they have filver or gold in 
their hands for the redemption of continen- 
tal bills, ſhall advertiſe the ſame, ſignifying 
that he is ready to give filver or gold for ſuch 
bills to all perſons requiring it in exchange. 

The Provincial treaſurers and collectors 
are to have ſuch allowances for their reſpec- 
tive ſervices as ſhall be directed by the ſeveral 
Aſſemblies or Conventions, to be paid by 
their reſpective Province or Colony. 

That the continental treaſurers be allowed 
for their ſervice this year five hundred dollars 
each. | 


Reſolved, That the Paymaſter General, 
Commiſſary General, Quarter-Maſter Ge- 
neral, and every of their deputies, ſhall 
take an oath truly and faithfully to diſcharge 
the duties of their reſpective ſtations, 

Ordered, That the Continental Treaſurers 
do pay to Col. Willam 'Thompſon, or his 
order, 5000 dollars, on account, being by 
advance for the ſervice of a battalion of Rifle 
Men under his command. 


Refblved. 


„ 
Reſolved, That this Congreſs will, as 


ſoon as the public buſineſs permits, adjourn 
to the Fifth of September next. 

Reſolved, That the Congreſs will on 
Monday next conſider of the ſtate of trade, 
after the Tenth of next September. 

Mr. McKean, from the Committee re- 
ported the form of a bond, to be given by 
the Joint Continental Treaturers. 

Ordered, That the ſaid Committee do in- 
ſpect into the ſufficiency of the ſureties. 

Adjourned till Monday, at 8 o'clock. 


MONDAY, July 31, 1775. 
Met according to adjournment. 


The Congreſs took into conſideration the 
report of the Committee, on the reſolve of 
the Houſe of Commons, and the ſame being 
debated by paragraphs, was agreed to as 
follows: 

The ſeveral aſſemblies of New Jerſey, 
Pennſylvania, and Virginia, having referred 
to the Congrels a reſolution of the Houſe of 
Commons of Great Britain, which reſolution 
is in theſe words: 


Lune, 20 die Feb. 1775. 
The Houſe in a Committee on the American 

papers. Motion made, and queſtion propoſed. 
That it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
when the General Council and Aſſembly, or Ge- 
eral Court of any of his Majeſty's Provinces or 
Colones in America, fhall propoſe to make pro- 
ion according to the condition, circumſtance, 
| gr NX. 
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or ſituation of ſuch Province or Colony, for con- 
tributing their proportion to the common defence 
(ſuch proportion to be raiſed under the authorit 

of the General Court, or General Aſſembly of 
ſuch Province or Colony, and diſpoſable by par- 
liament) and ſhall engage to make proviſion alſo, 
for the ſupport of the ciuil government, and the 
adminiſtration of juſtice in ſuch Province or Co- 
lony, it will be proper if ſuch propoſal ſhall be ap- 
proved by his Majeſiy and the two Houſes of Par- 
liament, and jor jo long as ſuch proviſion ſhall be 
made accordingly, to forbear in reſpect of ſuch 
Province or Colony to lay any duty, tax, or af- 
feſſment, except only ſuch duties as it may be ex- 
pedient to continue to levy or impoſe, for the re- 
gulation of commerce ; the net produce of the 
duties laſt mentioned, to be carried to the account 


of fuch Province or Colony reſpectively. 


The Congreſs took the ſaid reſolution 
into conſideration, and are thereupon of 
opinion, 

That the Colonies of America are enti- 
tled to the fole and excluſive privilege of 
giving and granting their own money : That 
this involves a right of deliberating whether 
they will make any gift, for what purpoſes 
it ſhall be made, and what ſhall be its a- 
mount ; and that it is a high breach of this Eo 
privilege for any body of men, extraneous to 
their conſtitutions, to preſcribe the purpoſes 
for which money ſhall be levied on them; 
to take to themſelves the authority of judg- 
ing of their conditions, circumſtances, and 


ſituations 
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ſituations, and of determining the amount 
of the contribution to be levied. 

That as the colonies poſſeſs a right of ap- 
propriating their gifts, ſo are they entitled at 
all times to enquire into their application, 
to ſee that they be not waſted among the 
venal and corrupt for the purpoſe of under- 
mining the civil rights of the givers, nor 
yet be diverted to the ſupport of ſtanding 
armies, inconſiſtent with their freedom and 
ſubverſive of their quiet. To propoſe there- 
fore, as this reſolution does, that the monies 
given by the colonies ſhall be ſubject to the 
diſpoſal of parliament alone, is to propoſe 
that they ſhall relinquiſh this right of enqui- 
ry, and put it in the power of others to ren- 
der their gifts ruinous, in proportion as they 
are liberal. 

That this privilege of giving or witn-hold- 
ing our monies, is an important barrier 
againſt the undue exertion of prerogative, 
which, if left altogether without controul, 
may be exerciſed to our great oppreſſion; 
and all hiſtory ſhews how efficacious is its 
interceſhon for redreſs of grievances and re- 
eſtabliſhment of rights, and how improvi- 
dent it would be to part with ſo powerful a 
mediator. 

We are of opinion that the propoſition 
contained in this reſolution is unreaſonable 
and inhdious ; unreaſonable, becauſe, if we 
declare we accede to it, we declare without 
reſervation, we will purchaſe the favour of 
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parliament, not knowing at the ſame time at 
what price they will pleaſe to eſtimate their 
favor; it is inſidious, becauſe, individual 
colonies, having bid and bidden again, till 
they find the avidity of the ſeller to great for 
all their powers to ſatisfy, are then to re- 
turn into oppoſition, divided from their ſiſ- 
ter colonies whom the miniſter will have 
previouſly detached by a grant of eaſier terms 
or by an artful procraſtination of a definitive 
anſwer. 

That the ſuſpenſion of the exerciſe of 
their pretended power of taxation being ex- 
preſsly made commenſurate with the conti- 
nuance of our gifts, theſe muſt be perpetual 
to make that ſo. Whereas no experience 
has ſhewn that a gift of perpetual revenue 
ſecures a perpetual return of duty or of kind 
diſpoſition. On the contrary, the parlia- 
ment itſelf, wiſely attentive to this obſer- 
vation, are in the eſtabliſhed practice of 
granting their ſupplies from year to year only. 

Defirous and determined as we are to con- 
fider, in the moſt diſpaſſionate view every 
ſeeming advance towards a reconciliation 
made by the Britiſh parhament, let our 
brethren of Britain reflect what would have 
been the ſacrifice to men of free ſpirits had 
even fair terms been proffered, as theſe inſi- 
dious propoſals were with circumſtances of 
infult and defiance. A propoſition to give 
our money, accompanied with large fleets 
and armies, ſeems addrefled to our fears ra- 
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ther than to our freedom. With what pa- 
tience would Britons have received articles of 
treaty from any power on carth, when borne 
on the point of a bayonet by military ple- 
nipotentteries ? 

We think the attempt unneceffary to raiſe 
upon us by force or by threats our proporti- 
onal contributions to the common defence, 
when all know, and themſelves acknowledge 
we have ſully contributed, whenever called 
upon to do ſo in the character of freemen. 

We are of opinion, it is not juſt that the 
colonies ſhould be required to oblige them- 
ſelves to other contributions, while Great- 
Britain poſſeſſes a monopoly of their trade. 
This of itſelf lays them under heavy contri- 
bution. To demand therefore, additional 
aids in the form of a tax, is to demand the 
double of their equal proportion, if we are 
to contribute equally with the other parts of 
the empire, let us equally with them enjoy 
free commerce with the whole world. But 
while the reſtrictions on our trade ſhut to us 
the reſources of wealth, is it juſt we ſhould 
bear all other burthens equally with thoſe to 
whom every reſourſe is open! 
| We conceive that the Britiſh parliament 
has no right to intermeddle with our provi- 
fions for the fupport of civil government, 
or adminiſtration of juſtice. The proviſions 
we have made, are ſuch as pleaſe ourſelves, 
and are agreeable to our own circumſtances : 
They anſwer the ſubſtantial purpoſes of go- 
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vernment and of juſtice, and otber purpoſes 
than theſe ſhould not be anſwered. We do 
not mean that our people ſhall be burthened 
with oppreſſive taxes, to provide ſinecures 
for the idle or the wicked, under colour of 
providing for a civil liſt. While parliament 
purſue their plan of civil government within 
their own juriſdiction, we alſo hope to pur- 
ſue ours without moleſtation. 

We are of opinion the propoſition is 
altogether unſfatisfaftory, becauſe it imports 
only a ſuſpenſion of the mode, not a renun- 
ciation of the pretended right to tax us: 
becauſe too it does not propoſe to repeal the 
ſeveral acts of parliament paſſed for the 
purpoſe of reſtraining the trade and altering 
the form of government in one of our Colo- 
nies ; extending the boundaries and change- 
ing the government of Quebec ; enlarging 
the juriſdiction of the courts of admiralty 
and vice-admiralty; taking from us ths 
right of trial by a jury of the vicinage, in 
caſes affecting both life and property; tranſ- 
porting us into other countries to be tried 
for criminal offences; exempting by mock- 
trial the murderers of coloniſts from puniſh- 
ment; and quartering ſoldiers on us in times 
of profound peace. Nor do they renounce 
the power of ſuſpending our own legiſlatures, 
and of legiſlating for us themſelves in all 
caſes whatſoever. On the contrary, to ſhew 
they mean no diſcontinuance of injury, 
they paſs acts at the very time of holding 

out 


( 194 ) 


out this propoſition, for reſtraining the com- 
merce and fiſhery of the provinces of New- 
England and for interdicting the trade of 
other Colonies with all foreign nations, and 
with each other. This proves unequi- 
vocally they mean not to relinquiſh the 
exercile of indiſcriminate legiſlation over us. 

Upon the whole, this propoſition ſeems 
to have been held up to the world, to deceive 
it into a belief that there was nothing in 
ditpute between us but the mode of levying 
taxes; and that the parliament have now 
been ſo good as to give up this, the Colonies 
are unreatonable if not perfectly ſatisfied : 
Whereas in truth, our adverſaries {till claim 
a right of demading ad libitum, and of taxing 
us themſelves to the {ull amount of their de- 
mand, it we do not comply with it. This 
leaves us without any thing we can call pro- 
perty. But, what is of more importance, 
and what in this propoſal they keep out of 
light, as if no ſuch point was now in conteſt 
between us, they claim a right to alter our 
charters and eftabliſh laws, and leave us 
without any ſecurity for our lives or liberties. 
The propoſition ſeems alſo to have been 
calculated more particularly to lull into fatal 
ſecurity our well affected fellow ſubjects on 
the other fide the water, till time ſhould be 
given for the operation of thoſe arms, which 
a Britiſh miniſter pronounced would inſtan- 
taneouſly reduce the * cowardly” tons of 
America to unreſerved ſubmiſſion. But 

: when 
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when the world reflects, how inadequate to 
juſtice are theſe vaunted terms; when it at- 
tends to the rapid and bold ſucceſſion of in- 
juries, which, during a courſe of eleven 
years, have been aimed at theſe Colonies ; 
when it reviews the pacific and reſpectful 
expoſtulations, which, during that whole 
time, were the fole arms we oppoſed to 
them ; when it obſerves that our complaints 
were either not heard at all, or were anſwered 
with new and accumulated- injuries ; when 
it recollects that the miniſter himſelf, on an 
early occaſion declared, „that he would 
never treat with America till he had brought 
her to his feet,” and that an avowed partiſan 
of miniſtry has more lately denounced againſt 
us the dreadful ſentence “ delenda eft Car- 
thago,” that this was done in preſence of a 
Britiſh ſenate, and being unreproved by 
them, muſt be taken to be their own ſenti- 
ment, (eſpecially as the purpoſe has already 
in part been carried into execution, by their 
treatment of Boſton and burning of Charleſ- 
town) when it conſiders the great armaments 
with which they have invaded us, and the 
circumſtances of cruelty with which theſe 
have commenced and proſecuted hoſtilities ; 
when theſe things, we ſay, are laid together 
and attentively conſidered, can the world be 
deceived into an opinion that we are unrea- 
ſonable ? or can it heſitate to believe with us, 
that nothing but our own exertions may de- 
feat the miniſterial ſentence of death or ab- 
jet ſubmiſſion. On 
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On motion made, Reſolved, That Mr. 
Langdon, Mr. J. Adams, Mr. Hopkins, 
Mr. Deane, Mr. Clinton, Mr. Crane, Doctor 
Franklin, Mr. Rodney, Mr. Johnſon, Mr. 
Henry, Mr. Hewes, Mr. Gadſden, and Mr. 
Hall, be a Committee in the receſs of Con- 
greſs, to make enquiry in all the Colonies 
after virgin lead and leaden ore, and the 
beſt method of colleCting, ſmelting and re- 
fining it. 

Reſolved, That the above mentioned gen- 
tlemen be a Committee in the receſs of the 
Congreſs, to enquire into the cheapeſt and 
eaſieſt methods of making ſalt in theſe Co- 
lonies. | | | 

Agreeable to the order of the day, the 
Congreſs took under confideration the ſtate 
of trade after the tenth of September, and 
after ſome debate, the ſame was poſtponed 
to a future day. 

On motion, Reſolved, That when the 
Congreſs adjourns for receſs, it be adjourned 
to meet at Philadelphia. SE 

Two petitions, one from ſundry mer- 
chants in New-York, and the other from 
ſundry merchants in Philadelphia, reſpecting 
the ſale of teas imported before the late aſſo- 
ciation, were laid before the Congreſs, 

Ordered, To he on the table. 

Adjourned till to-morrow at 8 o'clock; 


TUESDAY, 
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TUESDAY, Auguſt 1, 1775. 


Met according to adjournment. 


Reſolved, That the ſum of five hundred 
thouſand dollars be immediately forwarded 
from the continental treaſury to the Pay- 
maſter General, to be applied to the uſe of 
tie army in Maſſachuſetts-Bay, in ſuch man- 
ner as General Waſhington, or the comman- 
der in chief for the time being, by his war- 
rants, ſhall limit and appoint; and if the 
above ſum ſhall be expended before the next 
meeting of the Congreſs, then, that Gene- 
ral V/athington, or the commander in chief, 
for the time being, be empowered to draw: 
upon the continental treaſury for the ſum of 
two hundred thouſand dollars, in favour of 
the Paymaſter General to be applied for the 
uſe and in the manner above mentioned. 

Ordered, That the Delegates for Pennſyl- 
vania be a Committee to receive and count 
the above ſum of 500,000. dollars, and for- 
ward the ſame under the care of the Dele- 
gates of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, provided ſo much 
is. now ready in the treaſury. If that 1s not 
the caſe, then to receive, count and for- 
ward by the ſaid Delegates what is ready and: 


the remainder by the firſt opportunity in the | 


ſafeſt and beſt manner. 3 
Reſolved, That a ſum not excee 
175,000 dollars be paid to the provincial 
Convention of New-York, to be applied. to- 
wards the diſcharge of the monies advanced 


and 


ding 


— — 
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and the debts contracted for the public ſer- 
vice, by the ſaid provincial Convention and 
the Committee of Albany, in purſuance of 
the directions of this Congreſs ; and that 
the ſaid provincial Convention account to 
this Congreſs at their next meeting for the 
application of the ſaid money. | 

Reſolved, That the treaſurers be, and they 
are hereby ordered to pay to the e IM 
of the colony of Connecticut, viz. Eliphalet 
Dyer, Roger Sherman, and Silas Deane, 
Eſquires, the ſum of 50, ooo dollars, to be by 
them paid unto the Governor and Company 
of the ſaid colony, in part of the ſums by 
them diſburſed in the continental ſervice: 
the ſaid Governor and Company to account 
therefor. 

Reſolved, That the ſum of 100,000 dol- 
lars be immediately forwarded from the con- 
tinental treaſury to the Paymaſter General, 
to be applied to the uſe of the army in the 
New-York department, in ſuch manner as 
General Schuyler by his warrant ſhall limit 
and appoint ; and that if the above ſum ſhall 
be expended before the next meeting of the 


Congreſs, then, that General Schuyler, or 


the commander in chief, for the time being 
in that department, be empowered to draw 
upon the continental treaſury for a further 
fum not exceeding 200,000 dollars, to be 
applied for the uſe, and in the manner above 
mentioned. 


Reſolved, 
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Reſolved, That the ſum of 16,000 dot- 
lars be paid to the Delegates of the colony 
of Pennſylvania, in full, "for the like ſum 
by them borrowed by order of the Congreſs, 
on the 3d of June laſt, for the uſe of the 
Continent. 

Refolved, That the ſum of 10,000 dol- 
lars be placed in the hands of the Delegates 
of Pennſylvania, or any three of them, for 
contingent ſervices, and that out of the ſame 
be paid the. expences incurred for raifing and 
arming the rifle companies, and for expreſ- 
ſes and other ſmall charges, of which the 
Congreſs have not been able to procure ex- 
act accounts; and that the ſaid Committee 
do lay before the Congreſs, at their next 
meeting, an account of their nee in 
that matter. 

Whereas at a former Congreſs it was re- 
ſolved, that if certain acts of parliament, in 
the continental aſſociation enumerated and 
complained of, ſhould not be repealed on or 
before the 1oth day of ſeptember, 1775, the 
inhabitants of theſe united colonies would 
not, directly or indirectly, export any mer- 
chandize or commodity whatſoever to Great 
Britain, Ireland or the Weſt-Indies; and as 
ſome doubts have ariſen with reſpe& to the 
true ſpirit and conſtruction of ſaid reſolve : 
To the end that ſuch doubts may be remo- 
ved, 

Refolved, That * the prohibition, 
in the ſaid Aſſociation contained, to export 

Ee to, 
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to, or import from, the iſlands of Great 
Britain and Ireland, this Congreſs intends 
to comprize all exportation to, or impor- 
tation from, the iſlands of Jerſey, Guernſey, 
Sark, Alderney and Mann, and every Eu- 
ropean iſland and ſettlement within the Bri- 
tith dominions ; and that under the denomi- 
nation of the Weſt-Indies, this Congreſs 
means to comprehend all the Weſt-India 
iſlands, Britiſh and foreign, to whatever ſtate, 
power or prince belonging, or by whomſo- 
ever governed, and alſo the ſummer iſlands, 
Bahama iſlands, Berbicia and Surinam on the 
Main, and every iſland and ſettlement with- 
in the latitude of the ſouthern line of Geor- 
gia and the Equator. | 

Adjourned to Tueſday, the 5th of ſep- 
tember next. 


The above is a Copy of the FE INN of the 
PROCEEDINGS of re CONGRESS, from 
their Meeting on the 10th of May, to this 
time. 


JOHN HANCOCK, Preſident. 


CHARLES THOMSON, Secretary. 


Speedily will be Publiſhed, 


(Sold by J. Armor, oppoſite BuxLineTon-novsr, Piccabitrx.) 


A MAP of the Middle Britiſh Colonies 
in NORTH- AMERICA. 


Firſt publiſhed by Mr. Lewis E VAN s, of 


Philadelþhia, in 1755; and ſince eorreted and 
improved, as alſo extended, with the Addition of 
New-England, &c. and bordering Parts of Canada ; 


from actual Surveys now lying at the Board of Trade. 
By T. POWNALL, MP. 


Late Governor, &c. &c. of his MAajzsTy's Provinces of 


MASSACHUSETS-BAY and SOUTH-CAROLINA, and 
Lieutenant-Governor of NEW-JERSEY,-. >. 


A ToPOCGRAPHICAL Dx: c ps that hs Ms 
of NORTH-AMERICA as are contained in the 


M AP. 


Extra#t fromthe Preface. ** THE Weſtern Diviſion of this Map was 
publiſhed at the commencement of the late war in America, It was 
found by the officers and ſervants of the crown to have that degree of 
preciſion, that it was uſed by them both in England and in America, 
and ſerved every practical purpoſe during the war. Thoſe who have 
ſerved and travelled in America, have had few occafions of correfting 
it; on the contrary, its exaCtneſs as far as a general Map means to 
go, as far as a Map on this ſmall ſcale could go, has generally been 
confirmed by experience on the ſpot, In any tranſactions fince the 
war, where local preciſion has been neceflary, this Map has been 
referred to, not ſimply in private, but public tranſaRions, ſuch as 
the great Indian purchaſe and ceſſion. The boundaries by which the 
propoſitions for the purchaſe of lands on the Ohio were made to the 
Boards of Trade and Treaſury, were marked on and ſettled by this 
Map. When the ſervants of the Crown propoſed in the Houſe of 
Commons, the clauſe for the limits of the government of Quebec, 
and when the line of thoſe limits was there oppoſed, both ſides, 
with this Map in their hands, argued from it. 

I do not know that any other General Map of America has heen 
publiſhed ſince this. There have been ſome Maps of particular Pro- 


vinces 
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vinces publiſhed ſince. That of South-Carolina, by Mr. James 
Cook, has every geograpnical merit, and an uncommon degree of 
topographical preciſion. That of North-Carolina, by Mr. Col LET, 
ſeems alſo to have great merit; no parts of this fall within this Map 
of the Middle Colonies, 

I have carefully compared this by Mr. Henay's Map of Virginia, 
engraved and publiſhed by JexFERY's. In theſe parts which come 
within the bounds of this our Map, I do. not only- not find any-im- 
provements or additions of particulars there; but, although on ſo 
large a ſcale, it is {till leſs particular than this. Trace any Journal 
of Travels, that very accurate one of Mr. BurNnasy's, for inſtance, 
on the two Maps, and I will put the iſſue of their merit on the corre- 
ſpondence of the Map with the fact. In this the Geographer will find 
the courſes and diſtance of the roads; every tavern and ferry; and 
every gap where the ridges are paſſed; he will look for theſe in 
vain in the large Map, and will not even find Wincheſter. 

Of New-England there has been no new Map publiſhed, and as 
yet none ſo accurate as this, ſo far as it went in the firſt edition, 
What was there wanting is now added, and for the firſt time pub- 
liſhed from actual ſurveys lying in the Board of Trade, which the Earl 
of Dartmouth permitted me to have copied for this purpoſe. The new 
parts which I have added, are plotted down in the form in which I 
think every Map which can offer to give the face of the country, 
ſhould be laid down, giving an exact Map of the natural face of the 
country, and not in default of that filling up what ſhould be a Map 
with writing, Inſtead of writing, I have put figures, . and the writ- 
ing is in the margin and other blank places, where the face of the 
country is not pretended to be given. The ſurveys which tend to 
give the'Map' its accuracy in theſe parts, were chiefly made by Cap- 
- tain HoLLaAND, or by his Deputies, under his direction. 

From the account above, I ſhould hope that the Public will think, 
that this publication at the commencement of the preſent very inte- 
reſting period of events, to which the fate of this country verges faſt, 
is not ill-timed, but that it may be (as the laſt was found to be) of 
uſe and information. 

Many tracks which the reader will ſee marked on the Map, and 
which were, when it was firſt publiſhed, mere Indian paths through 
the wilderneſs, are now 1n the courſe of a very few years become great 
waggon-roads. | | | 
| Et que modo fuerat ſemita, fadta via. 

Some Indian ſettlements, being merely a collection of wigwams, 
muſt now be marked as county towns. Many other particulars 


marked in the Map, and noticed in the analyſis, which were twenty 


years ago matter of practical information and uſeful to the ſervice, 
ceaſing, perhaps, not to be of uſe in that way; may yet be amuſing, 
as matters of curious antiquity, become ſo at this early period. It will 
be curious in a very few years, as the face of the country — 
12 a 
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and is totally altered to view in this Map, and to read in this analyſis 
what it was in its natural ſtate, and how the ſettlements began to 
expand, and had extended themſelves in twenty years. 

This Map, ſoon after it came to England, was, in a moſt auda- 
cious manner, pirated by the late Thomas JerFtry's, under a 
falſe pretence of improvements. He was ſo totally ignorant of the 
principles on which the original was formed, that although he traced 
tne line of the roads and rivers in the uſual way, yet it can ſcarce be 
called a copy. The mountains in America, which give the real fea- 
tures to the face of it, run in ridges of a ſpecific direction do in 
places here and there run up into peaks—do in others end abruptly in 
knobbs and bluff points—do interlock and have gaps—all which par- 
ticulars are in the original Map, with a careful and ſcrupulous atten- 
tion plotted and marked down ; as alſo where theſe ridges ſpread into 
hilly land, The geographer, or the officer, will look in vain for 
this preciſion in the pirated copy. The blundering copyiſt thought, 
that the filling the places, where mountains were ſaid to be, with the 
Engraver's common marks ſcratched in at random, was ſufficient, 
In ſome parts, where the writing directed his tool, he has followed 
the ridges, but ſans ſcavoir; and even there he knew not how to mark 
their ſpecific range. So far as reſpeCts the face of the country, this 
thing of JeFFERY's might as well be a Map of the face of the moon. 


Further, in the original there was obſerved a punctilious caution not 


to deceive; the parts which are drawn from report and computation, 
and collected from Journals, are in the original, and in this our Map 
engraved in a ſlighter manner, and very differently, from thoſe parts 
which are laid down from actual ſurveys : neither the eye, nor the 
ideas, nor the ſcrupulous ſpirit of the copyiſt, went to the marking 
this; and all parts ſtand equal in authority in his pirated map. | 

The plate of this blundering copy has, in the courſe of trade, by 
purchaſe, fallen into the hands of Mr, Save, of Fleet-Areet, a man 
of reputation, in a very extenſive line of buſineſs. He very honour- 
ably told me, That if the plate ſtood as a ſingle article in his ſhop, he 
would deſtroy it directly; but that it made part of an Atlas already 
publiſhed by him, and was alſo part of another very ſoon to be pub- 


liſhed by him, which had coſt many thouſand pounds; that he did 


not know how to take it out of theſe collections. I can only ſay, it 
will diſgrace any colleQion in which it ſtands, and that I am forry 


it is to diſgrace any, coming from a ſhop in which there are ſo many 
valuable collections of Maps and Charts, 


Albemarle-ſtreet, Nov. 22, 1775.“ 


Neither this improved Map, nor Analyſis, are publiſhed with any 


view of profit to the Editor; if any ſhould acerue, it will be given 


to Mr, ExAxs's daughter and her children. 


ESI 


An Advertiſement of an AMERICAN ATLAS having been 
inſerted in the public Papers, purporting that the ſaid Atlas is 
compoſed from Surveys made by Order of Government, by Cap- 
tain HoLLAanD, &c. the following is extracted from Captain 
HoLLandD's Anſwer to that Advertiſement, 

« I THINK it neceſſary the Public ſhould be informed that I 
never gave, or conſented to the givings of any Copies of the 
Surveys, made by me or under wy irection, as Surveyor-General 
of Lands for the Northern Diſtrict of North-America, for the 
Purpoſe of Publication ; nor have any Copies been taken for ſuch 
Purpoſe, from the ſaid Survey, after being lodged at the Board of 
Trade, to my Knowledge, except what have been taken in the lat- 
ter End of laſt Year, for the Uſe of Governor PownaALL, by Autho- 
rity of the Earl of Dartmouth; nor have at any Time publiſhed, 


or given my Conſent to the publiſhing of any Plan, Map, or Survey, 
low extant, that bears my Name, 


SAMUEL HOLLAND.” 


BOOKS printed for J. AlMox, in Piccadilly. 


THE Parliamentary Regiſter ; or, Hiſtory Tranſaction. Many Events have happened 
of the Proceedings and Debates of the during the preſent Summer, which probably 
Lords and Commons: Containing, an Account will be the ſubje& of Diſcuſſion next Winter. 
of the moſt intereſting Speeches and Motions, Theſe Accounts being publiſhed in the News 
accurate Copies of Bills, Proteſts, Letters and Papers, are frequently miſſaid after the Day of 
Papers; the moſt material Evidence, Papers, Publication; and when afterwards wanted, 
Kc. laid before, and offered to Parliament, are ſometimes very difficult to recover: beſides, 
during the Firſt Seflion; with proper In- being mixed with the common Occurrences of 
gexes, c. Two Volumes 1435s. the Day, and publiſhed in the large Folio Size, 
The American Charters, which were pub- render the Mode of Preſervatipa awkward 
liſhed occaſionally in this Work, may be had difagreeable, and almott impoſſible. In brief 
ſeparately, or bound up with the Work. the Plan of this Work is, To ſele& from all 
It is deſired of Gentlemen who want any the Public Prints, the beſt Account of every 
particular Numbers to compleat their Sets, material Publick Event; to print it in Octavo, 
that they would order them as ſpeedily as poſ- and at the End of every Volume, to give a co- 
ſible. pious Index. The Firſt Volume contains the 
The Parliamentary Regiſter, being the Pro- Year 1775. The Second Volume is now 
ceedings and Debates of the Second Seſſion, is publiſhing in Numbers. 

now publiſhing in Numbers, price one Shil- A Narrative of the Proceedings and De- 
ling each, dates of the Parliament of Ireland; inclu- 
The Remembrancer; or Impartial Repoſi- ding an authentic Lift of the Penſions .on 
tory of Public Events. Publiſhed Monthly, that Eftabliſhment; an accurate State of the 
price one Shilling each Number. Finances, and of all the public Accounts of 


The late intereſting Advices from America, that Kingdom, during the Fifth Seſſion of 


ſueęeſted the utility of a Periodical Collection the Second Parliament held at Dublin, on 
ef we beſt Accounts of every important public the Tenth Day of October, 1775. It was in 


this 
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this Seſſion, that the Diſpute with America 


' was, for the firſt Time, introduced into 


the Parliament of Ireland. Publiſhed in 
Numbers, price one Shilling each. 
The Debates and Proceedings of the Houſe 
of Commons, for 1773 and 1774. Two 
Volumes, which complete that Work to the 
Diſſolution of the laſt Parliament, 108. 6d. in 
Boards, | i 
„ Thoſe Noblemen and Gentlemen, who 
are in Poſſeſſion of any Volumes of tais Work, 
are defired to compleat their Sets as ſoon as 
poſſible ; becauſe there will be no more de- 
tached Volumes to be had, when the preſen 
Impreſſion is diſpoſed of. f 
The nine Volumes of this Collection of the 


' Debates and Proceedings of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, from 1745 to 1774, bound 21. 145. 


The Proteſts of the Houſe of Lords, from 
1242 (the firſt upon record) to 1772. 2 Vols. 
bound, 138. 6d. * 

The Debates of the Houſe of Commons of 
Ireland, in the Vears 1763 and 1764. Taken 
by Sir James Caldwell, Bart, and dedicated by 

rmiſſion, to the Earl of Chatham, 2 Vols. 
l 128. 

The Proteſts of the Lords of Ireland, from 
1634 (the firſt upon record) to 1770. 1 Vol. 
bound, 48. | 

Propoſals for Printing, The Parliamentary 
Hiſtory of England, from the Acceſſion of 
Charles the Second, to the Death of George 
the Second; In Thirty Volumes Octavo. 
Price Nine Guineas, neatly bound. The Va- 
riety of Publications of the Proceedings of 
Parliament, during this long and intereſting 
period have been aſſiduouſly collected and care- 
fully reviſed, by ſeveral intelligent Gentlemen. 

The Collection of Debates uſually called 
Cbandler's Collection, will be included in this 
Work ; with ſuch Corrections, as the Journals 
of Parliament, and other authentic Publicati- 
ons, have made neceſſary : together with a 
great Number of additional Speeches and Pa- 

ers, which eſcaped the Notice of the former 

ditors; and ſome which have been printed 
fince that Publication; and ſeveral which have 
nat yet been printed. The Work which is 
now offered to the Public, is not a crude 
haſty Compilation; it is the Production of 
ſeveral Years Labour; cloſe Application; di- 
ligent Search; and, the Editors hope, judici- 
ous Selection. In the laſt Volume will be 
given a copious Index to the whole, The 
former Parliamentary Hiſtory ends where this 
begins. Subfcriptions are taken in by the 
Publiſher. No Money is deſired at the Time 
of Subſcribing. As ſoon as Two Hundred 
Copies are ſubſcribed for, the Work will be 
ſent to Preſs. 

Select Tracts on American Affairs; from 
the Beginning of the Vear 1768, to the end 


of the War 1775, In four Volumes, Oc- 
tavo, II. 18. 


A Collection of intereſting Political Trafts, 
publiſhed in London during the laſt ten Years» 
on the moſt important Subjects Eight Vols, 
Octavo 21. 25. half bound and lettered, 

This Collection, Contains the following. _ 
Letter from Candor, Junior. Letter on Li- 
dels, Warrants, Kc. Another Letter in Ma:- 
ter of Libel, Trial of Zenger. Lord Somers 
on Grand Juries, Jura Populi Anglicani, 
Two Speeches of Lord Hardwicke, when Lord 
Chancellor. Principles of ſome late Changes 
(in 1765). Hiſtoty of the Minority, True 
Hiſtory of a Snort Adminiftration, Enquiry 
into the Principles of the ſame Gentleman. 
Short Conſiderations upon ſome late Grants. 
Free Appeal to the People, Honeſt Elector's 
Propoſal, Letter to the Duke of Grafton, 


_ Speech of Mr, Grenville on expelling Mr, 


Wilkes, Reflections on the Caſe of Mr. 
Wilkes. Deſeription of a Parliament. Con- 
fiderations on the Times. Enquiry into the 
State of the French Monarchy, Letter to 
Samuel Johnſon. Duke of Portland's Cafe. 
Defence of Nullum Tempus Bill, Debatgs 
on the ſame, Letter to Lord Bute.. Mr. 
Hope's Letters to Lord Hopetoun, &c, State 
of che Nation. Appendix to the Same. Con- 
ſiderations on the Dependencies on Great Bri- 
tain. Mollyneux's Caſe in Ireland. Fu- 
gitive Pieces of Iriſh Politics. Two Speeches 
on the Convention with Spain. The Right 
of the State, as concerned in the Affairs of 
the Eaſt Indies. By T. Pownall, Eſq. Pre- 
ſent State of the Britiſh Intereſt in India. 

Authentic Papers (laid before the Houſe of 
Commons) relative to the expedition against 
the Car- bbs, and to the Sale of Lands, in the 
Iſland of St. Vincent, 28. 6d. . 

Letters to and from the Eaſt India Compi- 
ny's Servants in Bengal, Fort St. George, 


and Bombay; (laid before the Houſe of Com- 


mons) relative to treaties and grants from the 
country powers; from 1756 to 1766. With 
an Appendix, conſiſting of papers relative to 
the Company's late bargain with Govern- 
ment, 38. 

Authentic Letters, Papers, &c. laid be- 
fore the Houſe of Commons relative to the 
Spaniards taking Falkland's Iſland, 38. 

The three preceding articles half bound 
and lettered, 6s. | 

The Beginning. Progreſs, and Conchufion of 
the late War. With other intereſting matters 
confidered, 18. 6d. | 

Some atcount of the Character of the late 
Right Hon, Henry Bilſon Legge, containing 
the Letters which paſſed between him and 
Mr. Samuel Martin, relative to the Hampfhire 
Election. and his Diſmiſſion. 1. 


The Budget, 1764, 18. 
The State of the Nation (1765) with res 


gard to its income, expenditure, and unfunded 
debt: by the ſame author, 13. | 
& 


(0. 


A Caveat on the Part of Public Credit, for 
2768 : by the ſame author, 18. 

Eflay on the Right of every Man to ſpeak 
and write freely, 28. 

Obſervations on Sir J. Dalrymple's Memoirs 
of Great Britain, 2s, | 

Plan offered by the Earl of Chatham for 

ſettling the Troubles in America, 18. 

The eight preceding articles being printed 
in Quarto may be had half bound and lettered, 
$03. 660. 

A Collection of Intereſting Letters from the 
public Papers, particularly including thoſe 
written on the ſeveral Changes of Adminiſtra- 
tion, the Taxation of the Colonies, &c. from 
the Acceſtion of the preſent King to the End 
of 1768. Two Volumes, Octavo, 108. 6d. 

»* It is an Obſervation in Kennet's Re- 
iſter, which Lord Somers has taken for his 
otto, to his Collection of Tracts, “ That 
the Bent and Genius of the Age is beſt known 
in a free Country, by the Pamphlets and Pa- 
diers which daily come out.“ 

Letters concerning the preſent State of Eng- 
land; particularly reſpecting the Politics, Arts, 
Manners, and Literature of the Times, -one 
Volume, Octavo, 6s 

A Collection of all the Treaties of Peace, 
Commerce, and Alliance, between Great Bri- 
tain andother Powers, from the Revolution 
(in 1688) to the preſent time. 2 Vols. 128. 

No pains have been ſpared to make this 
work complete; and, it is preſumed, no omiſ- 
fion will be diſcovered. Whenever treaties 
have been publiſhed by authority, or laid before 
Parliament, thoſe copies only have been fol- 
Jowed ; and whenever no tranſlation by au- 
thority has appeared, the original is inſerted, 
together with a tranſlation. 

Conſiderations on the Impoſition of four 
and an half per Cent. collected on Crenada, 
Ec. by His Majeſty's Letters Patent, un- 
der Pretence of the royal prerogative, without 
grant of Parliament, 1s, | 

Ine Controverſy between Great Britain and 
her Colonies reviewed; the ſeveral pleas on 
the Colonies in ſupport of their rights to all 
liberties and privileges of Britiſh ſubjects, and 
to exemption from the legiſlative authority of 
Parliament, ſtated and conſidered; and the 
nature of their connection with, and depen- 
dence on Great-Britain, ſhewn from the evi- 
dence of hiſtorical facts and authentic records, 

Conſiderations on the Policy, Commerce, 
and Circumſtances of this Kingdom, 5s. 

Travels through Holland, Flanders, Ger- 
many, Denmark, Sweden, Lapland, Ruſſia, 
the Ukraine, Poland, in the years 1768, 1769, 

1770. In which is particularly minuted, the 
preſent ſtate of thoſe countries, reſpecting 
their agriculture, population, manuractures, 
commerce, the arts and uſetul undenakings, 
By [ofeph Marſhall. L'q; 3 vols. 185, 


An Eſſay on the Theory of Money, 2s, 6d. 

Obſervations on the Power of Climate over 
the Policy, Strength, and Manners of Nations, 
Octavo, ſewed, 38. 

The Trade and Navigation of Great Britain 
conſideted. By Joſhua Gee. A new Edition, 
with Notes, and an Appendix, 38. 

Franco- Gallia; or an Account of the anci- 
ent free State of France, and moſt other Parts 
of Europe, before the Loſs of their Liberties. 
Written in Latin by Francis Hotoman, 
Tranſlated into Engliſh by Lord Moleſworth 
with his Lordſhip's Preſace, 48. g 

Eſſay towards eſtabliſhing the Meaſure and 
Melody of Speech. Quarto, 108. 6d. 

ANew Syſtem of Military Diſcipline, found- 
ed upon Principle, By a General Officer, 
Quarto, 10s, 6d, in Boards. 

A new Syſtem for the Eſtabliſhment, Pay, 
Clothing, Proviſion, &c. of the Army, By 
an Officer, 18. 

A Memoir entituled Drainage and Naviga 
tion but one united work; and an outfall to 
deep water the firſt and neceſſary ſtep to it. 
Addrefled to the Corporations of Lynn-Regis 
and Bedford Level. By T. Powrall, Eſq. 18. 

Camden's Britannia, A new edition, with 
great Additions, from the valuable notes and 
papers left by the late Biſhop Gibſon, in 2 
vols. folio, 41. 4s. | 

A Candid Enquiry into the ruined State of 
the French Monarchy. With remarks on the 


late deſpotic reduQion of the intereſt of the 


national debt of France, 28. 6d. 

The Works of William Thomas, Clerk of 
the Privy Council in 1549. Conſiſting of a 
very curious and circumſtantial Account of 
the Reign of King Henry the Eighth, in which 
the Cauſes of the Reformation are moſt parti- 
cularly and candidly exhibited, To which axe 
added, Six Eſſays on Queſtions af great Mo- 
ment to the State, written by the ſame Au- 
thor, at the Command, and for the private In- 


formation, of King Edward the Sixth. The 


whole literally tranſcribed from an original 
Manuſcript, in the Cotton Library, with 
Notes. By A. D*'Aubant, Eſq. 3s. ſewed. 

Ode for the new Year, 1576, 18. 

Heroic Epiſtle to Sir W. Chambers. New 
edition, the 14th. 18. 

Heroic Poſtſcript to the ſame, 15s. 

Genius of Britain an Ode 1s, 

Epiſtle from Oberea to Mr, Banks, 5th 
edition, 18, | 

Macarony Fables, 3d. edition 28. 6d. 

Lyric Conſolatione. By the ſame, 38. 
Theſe eſteemed Poems being printed in Quar- 
to, make a handſome Volume, and may be 
had half bound and lettered, 10s 6d. 

Speedily will be 7 upon an enlarged 
plan, The Fugitive Miſcellany and Peoetical 


Calendar, To be continued every thay Months, 
price one Shilling each Number, 
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The New Foundling Hoſpital for Wit, 
Containing a great Number'ot curious Pieces 
in Proſe and Verſe, which are in no other Col- 
lection. Many of them written by Perſons of 
the firſt Rank and Diſtinction. In fix 
Volumes, each Volume adorned with a Cop- 
per-Plate Frontiſpiece. 158. ſewed, and 188. 
bound. | 

The Fugitive Miſcellany, being a Collec- 
tion of ſuch fugitive Pieces in Proſe and Verſe 
as are in no other Collection, being a Con- 
tinuation of the new Foundling Hoſpital for 
Wit. Two Volumes, 5s. 

A Companion for a Leiſure Hour, or a Col- 
lection of fugitive Pieces, chiefly ſerious, 28. 6d 
fewed. | 

Proceedings of the Governor and Council 
at Fort William in Bengal, 2s. 6d. : 

Preſent State of the Britiſh Intereſt in India, 

8. | 
. True Alarm, 28. . 

Right Duty and Intereſt of the State in the 
Affairs of the Eaſt Indies. By T. Pownall, 
Eſq. 18. pe 6H 

Lens will be Publiſhed (a new edition 
corrected to the Month of February 1776) The 
New Preſent State of Great Britain. Con- 
taining a ſuccinct account of the climate, di- 
viſions, and inhabitants of Great Britain: 
an ample deſcription of the ſeveral counties 
into which that kingdom is divided; their 
air, ſoil, natural productions, trade and ma- 
niufactures.— The government of Great Bri- 
tain; the power, prerogatives, and revenues 
of the King; the laws, cuſtoms, and privi- 
leges of Parliament; and the power and me- 
thods of proceeding in the ſeveral courts of 
jaſtice, A copious deſcription of the capitals 
of England and Scotland, their Government, 
courts of juſtice, principal buildings, trading 
and other companies, privileges and com- 
merce.— To which are added, complete and 
accurate liſts of all the civil, eccleſiaſtical], 
and military officers in Great Britain, 
Price 58. bound, 

TheJEditor returns his thanks, for the fa- 
vourable reception this Work has met with. 

All that can with propriety be obſerved by 
him is, that he has omitted nothing in his 
power to render it both the moſt uſeſul and 
entertaining treatiſe that has hitherto ap- 
peared on this ſubject; to correct the errors 
of former writers; to ſupply the many defi- 
ciencies in their works; and to preſent the 
reader with a candid and impartial account of 
the various particulars conſtituting the pre- 
ſent ſtate of Great Britain, 

He has endeavoured to give a ſatisfactory 
account of the name, fituation, climate, - and 
inhabitants of this Iſland ; to delineate the ſe- 
veral counties, with accuracy ; and todeſcribe 


their rivers, air, ſoil, natural productions, ma- 
nufactures, and trade. 


The conſtitution of Great Britain is amply 
diſcuſſed, its riſe and progreſs from the re- 
moteſt times; and the power, prerogatives, 
council, and revenues of the King, are explained. 

In conſidering the Britiſh parliament, par- 
ticular care has been taken to diſplay the laws, 
cuſtoms, and privileges of that grand council 
of the nation; enumerate their methods ef 
proceeding ; and ſhew the manner in which 
the national buſi nefs is tranſacted. 

The various offices that compoſe the King's 
court are enumerated : and the power, and me- 
thod of proceedings in the ſeveral courts of ju- 
ſtice, fully explained, 

The Royal Kalendar for England, Scotland, 
amd Ireland, publiſhed annually in November 3 
containing accurate lifts of the complete eſta- 
bliſhments of Great Britain and Ireland, the 
four Houſes of Parliament, all the officers of 
ſtate, revenue, law, &c, with all the laſt cor- 
rections, 23, bound, and with an alma- 
nack, 28. 6d. 

A New edition of the Companion to the 
Royal Kalendar (to which is now added the 
Time when each County, City and Borough 
firſt ſent Members to Parliament, and the 
Right of Election in each Place) Being a 
Liſt of all the Changes in Adminiſtration, 
from the Acceſſion of the preſent King in 
October, 1760, to the End of November, 
17753 arranged in a new and improved Me- 
thod. To which is prefixed, a Lift of the late 
and preſent Houſe of Commons, ſhewing the 
Changes made in the Members of Parliament, 
by the General Election in October, 1774. 
with the Names of the Candidates where the 
Elections were conteſted, the Numbers polled, 
the ſuppoſed Number of Voters, and the De- 
cifions made by the Select Committees. 18. 
(This uſeful little Book may be had bound 
with the Kalendar, with an Almanack, or 
without.) 

Baronetage of England; or, a genealogical 
and hiſtorical account of the preſent Engliſh 
Baronets, with all their arms engraved and 
blazoned. 3 Vols. 10s. 6d. bound. 

An Extin&@ Peerage ef England; contain 
ing an account of all thoſe noble families 
whole titles are extin&; from the earlieft ac- 
counts to the preſent time, in 1 Vol, 38. 6d 
bound, 

The Pocket Herald; or a compleat view 
of the preſent Peerage of the three kingdoms; 
giving an account of their births, marriages, 
and iſſue z employments, titles, creations, 
and reſidencies. With the arms, ſupporters, 
creſts, and mottos, of all the Peers, (together 
with all the Biſhops and Peereſſes) of Eng- 
land, Scotland, and Ireland, engrayed and bla- 
zoned, in two neat pocket Volumes, 7s bound. 

„The above three books being printed in 
an uniform ſize and manner, the whole 6 vols. 
may be had, neatly bound, price one guinea. 
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Life of Cardinal Regina!d Pole. By Mr, 
Philipps of Oxford. 2 ols. 195, 

Adventures of the renowned Don Quixote. 
Tranſlated from the Spaniſh. By Dr. Smol- 
lett, A new edition. Iiluftrated with twen- 
ty-eight new copper-plates, deſigned by Hay- 
man, in 4 vols. 128. bound. | 

The Traveller's Pucket-Book ; or, Ogilby 
and Morgan's book of the roads; improved 
and corrected 18. 6d, | 

The Compleat Grazier, or Gentleman and 
Farmer's Directory; containing the beſt in- 
ſtructions for buying, breeding, and feeding of 
cattle, ſheep, and hogs, and for ſuckling lambs ; 
a deſcription of thegparticular ſymptoms com- 
monly attending the various diſtempers 20 
which cattle, ſheep, apd hogs, are ſubjects ; 
with the moſt approved remedies : directions 
for making the beſt butter, ſeveral ſorts of 


' cheeſe and rennt; different methods of ſlock - 


ing a Fraſs farm, with the particular expence 
and profits of each; how to prepate the land, 
and ſeveral ſorts of graſs feed to advantage: 
directions for raiſing proper fodder tor cattle 
and ſheep ; particular inſtructions for ordering, 
breeding, and feeding poultry, turkeys, pid- 
geons, geeſe, ducks, buſtards, pea-fowls, phea- 
ſants, partridges, and tame rabbits; alſo direc- 
tions for making fiſh-ponds, or canals, and 
for ſtoring them, and ordering the fiſh in the beſt 
manner, With ſeveral other uſeful and curi- 
ous particulars, 38. baund, 

The Advantages and Diſadvantages of in- 
cloſing Wafte Lands and Open Fields, impar- 


_ tially ſtated and confidered, By a Country 


Gentleman, 18. 6d. 
Every Man his own Brewer; or a Com- 
pendium of the Engliſh Brewery, Containing 
the beſt inſtructions for the choice of hops, 
malt, and water, and for the right manage- 
ment of the brewing utenfils. Likewiſe the 
moſt approved methods of brewing London 
porter and ale, Of brewing amber, Burton 
weſter, and oat ales, Of good table beer, and 
Marlborough, Dorcheſter, Nottingham, and 
Briſtol Beers. And of manufacturing pure 
malt wines. Of fermentation; caſual diſtem- 
perature in brewing, with the cauſe and reme - 
dy. The theory of Britiſh fruits, as applied to 
the improvement of malt liquors. Of the 
thermometer, its uſe and application in brew- 
ery, Of fire, and its action on malt and vi- 
nous extracts. Together with a variety of 
maxims and obſervations deduced from theory 
and practice, And ſome uſetu} hints to the 
oiſtillery, fur extracting a fine ſpirit from malt 
and other ingredients, The whole illuſtrated 
by ſeveral experiments. By a Gentleman late- 
ly retired from the brewing buſineſs, 3s bound. 
The Speeches of the Lords of Scſſion in 


„ 


Scotland upon the cauſe wherein his Grace 
the Duke of Hamilton and others were plain- 
tiffs, and Archibald Douglas, of Douglas, Eſq; 
defendant; with a preface, giving an impar- 
tial and diſtinct account of this famous ſuit, 
58. bound. | 

Speech againſt the Suſpending and Diſpen- 
ſing Prerogative, 18. 6d, 

An Enquiry into the Practice and Legality 
of Preſſing by the Kings Commiſion, found- 
ed on a conſideration of the methods in uſe, to 
ſupply the Fleets and Armies of England 
from the earlieſt period of the Engliſh Law and 
Hiſtory to the preſent times, 18. 6d. 

The original North Briton complete, 3 
vol, 12s, bound. 

Three Tratts, viz, Obſervations on the 
Spaniſh Papers, Letters to the Eleftors of 
Ayleſbury, and Letters to the Duke of Graftoh, 
By John Wilk-*s, Eſq; 2s. 6d. ſewed. 

Theſe tracts being printed in the ſame ſize 
as the North Briton, the whole 4 vols. bound 
uniform 15s 

The Caſe of Ireland being bound by Acts of 
Parliament in England, ftated. By W. 
Molyneux, of Dublin, Eſq; a new edition, 
With a new preface, 38. 

Fugitive Pieces of Irifh Politics during the 
Adminiſt ration of Lord Townthend, 2s, 64. 

Conſiderations on tha Dependencĩes of Great 
Britain, Wherein tne Trade and Revenue 
of Ireland are particularly conſidered, 28, 

Letter from Candor, Junior 18. 

A Letter on Libels, Warrants, Seizure of 
Papers, c. New edition, 28. 6d. 

Another Letter on matter of Libel, New 
edition improved, 28. 6d, 

Theie and other eſteemed tracts on the 
Subject of Libel, and the duty of Jurymen in 
trying a Libel. By the ſame author, bound 
together, 88. 

The Security of Englithmens Lives; or 
the Duty, Truſt, and Power of the Grand 
juries of England, explained, By Lord So- 
mers, 18. 6d. - 

Tryal of john Peter Tenger, of New 
York, Printer; for printing a Libel, rs, 

The Hiftory of the Minority, during the 
years 1762, 1763, 1764, and 1765. Exhi- 
biting the conduct, principles and views of 
that party, A new edition , with ſeveral ad- 
ditions, 58. bound, or 45. ſewed. 

Letters from an American in London, to his 
Friend in America, Containing the probable 

. ſtate of England one hundred years hence 28. 


Jura Populi Anglicani : or the Subjects 
Right of Petitioning ſet forth. Occaſioned 
by the cafe of the Keatiſh Petitioners, 28. 
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